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Planning and the Public 


SOME QUESTIONS of great importance to builders and other 
developers are involved in a recent planning decision from 
the Saffron Walden area which (as reported in our last 
issue) has attracted attention in both Houses of Parlia- 
ment. A certain firm had applied for planning permission 
to excavate and process chalk. On permission being 
refused, the firm appealed to the Minister who arranged 
a public local inquiry. Among those who appeared at the 
inquiry were four neighbouring landowners. The inspector 
recommended that the appeal be dismissed on the ground, 
among others, that there was a serious risk of detrimental 
quantities of chalk dust being deposited on the land of 
these four owners. The Minister, after consulting the 
Minister of Agriculture, overruled the inspector and 
allowed the appeal. The landowners then appealed to the 
High Court as ‘ persons aggrieved ’ under a new procedure 
introduced by the 1959 Planning Act, but the judge felt 
obliged to rule that the landowners were not ‘ persons 
aggrieved,’ as those words had previously been interpreted 
in the courts, in that their legal rights were not affected 
by the decision. The matter does not rest there, however, 
as the Council on Tribunals has referred it to the Lord 
Chancellor who has admitted that it raises questions of 
importance. 

Leaving aside this particular case, what should the 
Government do? MR. BROOKE, the Minister, has indicated 
that he is not in favour of amending the 1959 Act to give 


more people the right to apply to the High Court for a 
review of his decisions. One can indeed see the dangers 
of so doing, but the right of appeal is limited to matters 
of law and procedure and does not relate to planning 
merits; and the liability to costs would probably check 
frivolous applications. 

There seems to be much more risk of delay in the 
suggestion that steps should be taken to inform the public 
of applications for planning permission. Mr. Brooke 
believes that it would not be practicable to require plan- 
ning authorities to advertise all the applications which 
come before them, but he considers that they should bring 
them before local people ‘who may be interested in any 
proposals of a major character.’ It is very doubtful 
whether this would really be to the public advantage. 
Local authorities cannot grant permission contrary to the 
development plan without consulting the Ministry who 
will probably arrange a public inquiry which gives local 
people the protection they want. In other cases, wider 
publicity will probably lead to further delays in dealing 
with applications; and, in so far as it results in objections 
from preservationists and local residents, it will probably 
mean that local councils will refuse more applications and 
lead to more appeals to the Minister. The country can 
ill afford such costly and time wasting hindrances to 
development. 

Nor would such measures avoid the real mischief in 


p* 











the Saffron Walden case—namely, the overriding of the 
inspector’s report as a result of inter-departmental talks 
behind the backs of the parties concerned. It is this 
practice which should be looked into. In fairness to the 
Minister, it should be remembered that his duty is to 
give a decision which will ensure that the land is used 
to the best advantage, and that he is not particularly 
concerned where he gets the information he needs for a 
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sound decision; he is not primarily a judge or arbitrator 
between the appellant and the planning authority. But 
there need be no conflict between these two concepts. 
The most reliable way of getting information is to see 
that all relevant facts are tested at an inquiry. The canons 
of ‘ openness, fair play and impartiality ’ laid down by the 
Franks Committee will secure the best results, as well as 
helping to keep the public happy. 


The RIBA Meetings 


SOME MEASURE OF ROUTINE CONTINUITY is no doubt essen- 
tial to the efficient running of institutional affairs, but it 
is a good thing now and again to look at the machinery 
to see whether it needs overhauling. That, in effect, is 
what the chairmen of committees have been doing recently 
in connection with the annual programme of evening meet- 


Mr. Francis Carr’s ‘Magic Garden’ mosaic at Holman Hunt 
Infants’ School, New King’s-road, Fulham, which was recently 
unveiled on behalf of the LCC by Mr. Richard Edmonds. The 
mosaic occupies a 13 ft. x 8 ft. recess at one end of the school 
hall and was commissioned by the LCC under its scheme to 
spend £20,000 a year upon patronage of the arts. Mr. Carr has 
included in his mural not only traditional tiles and mosaics but 
many other materials and surfaces as well. Among them are 
marble, granite, pebbles, crushed glass and various aggregates, 
printed matter bedded in polyester resin, mirrors, brass fittings, 
plaster casts and different kinds of shells 











ings at the RIBA. It is not possible to refer in detail to 
the list of suggested events for 1961-62, but the chair- 
men’s general proposals, put before Council last week, 
embody a number of interesting suggestions that are open 
to comment. 

Some old, well-rooted items in the sessional programme 
they have agreed should go; for instance, the President's 
Address to Students and the Criticism of Prizes and 
Studentships; but it has to be noted that the officers of 
the Board will be making proposals to provide separately 
and more elaborately for architectural students than in the 
past. Another omission would be the President’s Inaugural 
Address introducing his second year of office, while the 
formal admission of members would also be abolished, 
to be replaced by an informal reception by the President 
twice yearly. The most radical changes in the programme 
framework, however, would relate to the nature, subject 
matter, aims and techniques of the various meetings. 

The ordinary sessional meeting is aptly described as 
‘something of a 19th-century hangover that has to compete 
with more sophisticated methods of persuasion, instruc- 
tion and entertainment.’ The Institute wants a full and 
lively programme of meetings, and the proposed frame- 
work embodies the following categories:—(1) Official 
occasions, the following being obligatory: annual general 
meeting, Royal Gold Medal, annual discourse, and 
inaugural address; (2) meetings aimed at the lay public; 
(3) history; scholarship; ‘ theory’ of architecture; and (4) 
exchange of views and information within the profession. 
Inevitably, it is added, a few meetings that are legitimate 
enough are not readily classifiable, e.g., Sir Basil Spence’s 
‘On Safari,’ or Keith Scott’s ‘An Architect Looks at 
America,’ ‘ full of attractive slides and information, but 


‘primarily an aesthetically interesting and entertaining 
evening.’ 


It is pointed out, too, that various media besides the 


‘ straight lecture ’ are worth considering, such as symposia, 


debates, the Brains Trust-organised discussion technique, 
he open forum with brief introductory speeches, or dinner 
meetings, somewhat on AA lines, and that not every kind 
of meeting will fill the Jarvis Hall, nor should it be 
expected to. 

From the thoroughness with which they have gone into 
the matter and the great variety of subjects suggested for 
discussion it is clear that the chairmen of committees are 
very much alive to the need and the opportunities for 
expanding this side of the Institute’s work—a side which, 
of course, is clearly marked off from the major systematic 
instruction of the profession on special subjects by courses 
or conferences of not less than a day, or the refresher 
courses that are best delegated to Allied Societies or 
Schools of Architecture. ‘Serious, sustained instruction 
as distinct from mutual enlightenment,’ say the chairmen, 
‘should seldom be attempted at RIBA evening meetings 
limited to an hour or so.’ Such meetings, however, are 
an invaluable adjunct to the more arduous side of pro- 
fessional work. Some there may be who will regret the 
passing of the old routines. For ourselves, we wish the 
new departures all success. 
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THE AA ANNUAL RECEPTION: Miss Sheila Robertson and Mr. John Brandon-Jones (left) chat with the President (Mr. Edward Playne) 


and Mrs. Playne at the AA Reception on April 13. On the right, two guests look at a model of the ‘ Canberra.’ (See Note) 


to Stay ; 


MR. C. D. BUCHANAN, urban road planning 
adviser to the Ministry of Transport, 
made a plea to architects, town-planners 
and engineers ‘to sink their differences 
and to co-operate in the big tasks ahead 
without inter-professional bickerings and 
jealousies.’ Mr. Buchanan, who was 
speaking in a personal capacity to the 
international traffic symposium in New- 
castle upon Tyne on April 11, said that 
this collaboration must be _ reached 
because Britain was now at ‘a very 
critical stage’ in building and planning. 
He believed the key subject for future 
development of towns would be the art or 
science of arranging buildings for efficient 
circulation and good environment—an art 
which he termed ‘ traffic architecture.’ 

This is a good phrase, because implicit 
is a link between road engineer and archi- 
tect. Mr. Buchanan is right in stating 
that co-operation between these two 
essential professions is missing at pre- 
sent in general terms—though there have 
been some remarkably happy and suc- 
cessful partnerships on specific projects. 
Sir Basil Spence and Sir William Hol- 
ford have been protagonists of an exten- 
sion of such partnership, and we should 
like to see the RIBA and the Institution 
of Civil Engineers, with the Town Plan- 
ning Institute, establishing a framework 
within which such partners may work and 
make their individual contribution. 


A Builder Looks at Building 


r IS SOME TIME since a builder has given 
such a hard-hitting and realistic appraisal 
»f the industry as he sees it as that con- 
tained in the address which Mr. Harry 
Vincent delivered in Darlington last week. 
Mr. Vincent is a ‘national’ builder 

that is, his firm is prepared to undertake 
work in any part of the country—and his 


Notes of the Week 


Professional Collaboration ; A Builder Looks at the Industry ; Firm-price Tendering 


Mosaic at Coventry Cathedral ; 


apologia for the existence of such firms 
deserves careful reading, as do his com- 
ments on the shortcomings of the stan- 
dard method of contracting and tender- 
ing—the more especially as they affect 
the professions, especially the architect. 
‘New forms of building development,’ 
says Mr. Vincent, ‘are creating new re- 
lationships which the professions do not 
yet appear to understand altogether and 
are still not fully accepting; as I believe, 
some of them are holding up, or trying 
to hold up, an evolutionary process. They 
will fail, and one can only hope that 
they will not destroy themselves in their 
failure. They must go with the times’ 
says Mr. Vincent, ‘ they must be prepared 
to work together in the building team 
with a common object in clearly defined 
terms, and not to try to place themselves 
on some higher rarefied plane because 
they design and the builder constructs.’ 

This paper (it is printed ‘in extenso’ 
on pp. 767-9) again raises the need, from 
the architect’s point of view, for an inde- 
pendent survey of the problems of 
‘parallel working,’ package dealing and 
the architect’s position vis-a-vis the large- 
scale contractor. 


Firm-price Tendering to Stay 


IN VIEW OF CORRESPONDENCE in the 
columns of ‘ The Times’ recently on the 
present state of firm-price tendering, it is 
of interest to see that Lord John Hope, 
the Minister of Works, has nailed his flag 
to the mast of this particular shiv. Speak- 
ing at the council lunch of the National 
Federation of Builders and Plumbers’ 
Merchants (our old friends BID and 
British Federation of Plumbers’ Mer- 
chants in alliance) he said: ‘I remain 
convinced that the firm-price tendering 
arrangements adopted by public bodies, 


The AA Reception ; 





RICS Sport 


and widely following by other building 
owners, are a valuable protection against 
inflation. I am aware of the strains and 
difficulties which this can involve, espe- 
cially where building owners fail to meet 
their part of the bargain by full advance 
planning, and I know what a valuable con- 
tribution to price stability has been made 
in many cases by building materials sup- 
pliers.’ 

Many builders will support the Minis- 
ter’s view, especially those firms that take 
a pride in management and efficiency. 
The fluctuation clause has done more to 
emasculate the contracting side of the 
industry and to advance costs (without 
commensurate gain to building owner or 
builder) than probably any other single 
factor in the past 20 years. It would be 
a grave national disservice if the national 
trend to a return to firm-price tendering 
were reversed; nor would that disservice 
be to the national disadvantage only. 


Mosaic at Coventry Cathedral 


THROUGH THE GENEROUS GESTURE of Mr. 
Torsten Landby, for 40 years a member of 
the Swedish colony in London, some 
remarkably interesting stained glass and 
a mosaic floor to the, Chapel of Unity 
will find their place in Coventry Cathe- 
dral. The mosaic floor and the win- 
dows, the latter being intended for the 
vicinity of the Sanctuary, have been 
designed by the Swedish artist Einar 
Forseth whose mosaic work in the Golden 
room of Stockholm town hall is known 
to many British architects. Much of the 
money has been put up by Mr. Landby 
himself, and the remainder will be raised 
in Sweden and by members of the 
Swedish community in London, as a ges- 
ture towards the aim of Christian unity. 

The designs for the window and the 














actual mosaic work in progress were 
shown last week at the Kennington works 
of J. Whitehead & Sons, Ltd. The win- 
dows will depict English and Swedish mis- 
sionaries, and the mosaic, using some mag- 
nificent marbles from Messrs. White- 
head’s stock, represents the Holy Spirit 
surrounded by emblems of the four 
Evangelists and a symbol of the five con- 
tinents. The work will be handed over 
formally at a service in January next. 


The AA Annual Reception 
THIS YEAR’S annual reception of the Archi- 
tectural Association, which was held on 
April 13, did not disappoint in the oppor- 
tunities offered to friends in different 
spheres of the building industry to meet 
and talk, and the variety of entertain- 
ments and exhibitions ‘provided by this 
ever young organisation, now in its 114th 
year. Ifa little of the former atmosphere 
has gone since charging for admission 
reduced the numbers from around a thou- 
sand to about 650, this number of mem- 
bers and guests was quite sufficient to 
keep the President and Mrs. Playne very 
busy receiving them. 

The reduced crush certainly allows 
those who do get to the AA on these 
occasions to see more of the exhibitions 





and students’ work. Once again members’ 
and students’ catholic taste was reflected 
in the arts and entertainments. Exhibi- 
tions ranged from tapestries designed by 
Sax Shaw, paintings by Fontana from the 
collection of Mr. and Mrs, C. Damiano 
and the exhibition of drawings by AA 
members and students which is being sent 
to the Soviet Union of Architects in 
Moscow, to ships, and also paintings 
from the Contemporary Art Society. 
The AA Film Society provided, in 
‘ Movietation,’ a continuous two-hour 
show, and there was dancing in the base- 
ment amid a décor of seaweed and fish 
inspired by a mixture of ‘Ondine’ and 
Hans and Lottie Haas. Last, but not least, 
came magic by Robert Harbin, but if 
architects try to design a building on 
the same principle that kept the young 
lady from the audience suspended in 
space in his levitation act they can 
hardly complain if they have difficulty in 
getting their designs past the by-laws. 


Mozart in Pimlico 

WE REITERATE THE APPEAL for a memorial 
to the memory of Mozart, published in 
the April issue of ‘ Musical Opinion’ by 
a group of eminent musicologists. The 
memorial is to take the form of a large 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL MOSAIC: The design for the mosaic floor of the Chapel of 
Unity, Coventry Cathedral (see Note). The artist is Einar Forseth 
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decorative fountain and surround on the 
island at the crossing of Ebury-street 
and Pimlico-road, London, SW1, a few 
yards from where Mozart lived with his 
father when he was in London as a boy. 
The Westminster City Council has agreed 
to this project and is making considerable 
arrangements to accommodate it. 

Notwithstanding the idea’s obvious 
connection with music-lovers and 
especially admirers of Mozart who 
wish to immortalise his connection with 
that part of London, the scheme will cer- 
tainly enhance the amenities of the area. 
To build the memorial will cost approxi- 
mately £8,000. Donations to the appeal, 
which has been launched by the Haydn- 
Mozart Society, should be sent to the 
Mozart Memorial Fund, c/o the Midland 
Bank, Ltd., Cross Roads, Golders Green, 
NWI. 


The RICS Sports Club 


THE CHARTERED SURVEYORS’ SPORTS CLUB, 
formed at a well-attended meeting in 
London on Monday night, is a step on 
which the RICS is to be congratulated. 
The presence in the chair of Mr. J. D. 
Trustram Eve, the Institution’s president, 
later succeeded by Mr. William James, 
was an indication of the importance 
attached to the venture by the Council, 
and the objects—to provide the oppor- 
tunity for members to participate in 
cricket and other games in mid-week 
matches, to meet socially and to promote 
good relations between members of the 
profession, other professions and clubs 
interested in various sports—cannot do 
other than help in cementing good rela- 
tionships within the industry. With a 
strong committee which includes Mr. 
D. F. Ritchie as deputy chairman and Mr. 
Alan Goater as secretary-treasurer, and 
such stalwarts as Mr. Douglas Gray at 
their call, the club is off to a strong start. 
RICS members interested in playing or in 
supporting games (in addition to cricket, 
there are sections for hockey, Rugby and 
Association football, rowing, sailing and 
squash) should write to Mr. Goater, c/o 
the RICS, 12 Great George-street, SW1. 
Subscription for playing members is 
10s. 6d. annually. 

Matches are deliberately limited in 
number; even so they place some strain on 
the good nature of principals of firms who, 
nevertheless, we are sure, will release 
younger members to represent the Institu- 
tion. On balance the gain is overwhelming. 








Poet’s Corner 


RADICAL CHANGES relative to the RIBA 
evening meetings are announced. 
Sometimes, alas, despite man’s best inten- 
tion, 
Tradition slips into a dull convention— 
* Minutes’ impinge upon the passing hour, 
Routine formalities the time devour. 
Praise, then, the RIBA Chairmen who, 
Passing the old arrangements in review, 
Propose the hallowed ritual to revise 
And new and livelier practices devise. 
Sessional papers, venerable media, 
Shall be diversified with other speedier, 
Less formal methods of communication. 
Success attend this welcome innovation ! 
A cordial vote of thanks (maybe the last) 
Proposed and seconded and duly passed. 
ANON. 
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St Anne’s College Rebuilding, Oxford 


HOWELL, KILLICK & PARTRIDGE, architects 
A. J. & J. D. HARRIS, structural engineers 
STEENSEN, VARMING & MULCAHY, services engineers 


THE INTENTION is to rebuild the entire College, with the excep- 
tion of Hartland House, a pre-war building by Sir Giles 
Gilbert Scott containing library, common rooms and adminis- 
tration, and the recently completed Dining Hall, designed by 
Gerald Banks. The new buildings will house 300 under- 
graduates and young graduates, 10 Fellows and the Principal, 
and will provide a new porter’s lodge, additional teaching 
space and a new library. The operation starts this year with 
demolition of one of the Victorian houses on the site which 
accommodates 18 students, making way for the first block of 
45 study-bedrooms and two Fellows’ flats which will be built 
and furnished with the gift of £80,000 given by the Isaac 
Wolfson Foundation. Further rebuilding will then take place 
as funds are raised. 

The phasing problem not only influenced overall approach 
to the layout, but also affected the form of the individual 
buildings which are planned as a necklace of separate blocks, 
each one complete in itself, so that at any stage the College 
would consist of a series of finished buildings in a united 
relationship. The whole development plan is built up from 
similar blocks, which are in turn built up from a concept 
of the ideal study-bedroom. A sample study-bedroom is now 
being built in the College grounds complete in every detail 
and fully furnished, so that experiments in lighting, colour 
schemes and furniture arrangement can be conducted. 

In its present buildings St Anne’s has a series of small 
common rooms dotted about the College, which are a popular 
institution and a vital part of College life. The present-day 
study-bedroom is much smaller than the spacious ‘ set’ pro- 
vided for the undergraduate of earlier times—with its 
separate bedrooms anda study big enough to hold a sizeable 
party. The Wolfson block has been provided with both a 
large and a small common room to cater for these needs. 

The study-bedrooms are on three floors, grouped round a 
sweeping circular staircase, with short lengths of curved cor- 
ridor leading to the end rooms. There are 14 rooms to a 
floor, which is a much more economical arrangement than 
the four or so rooms at each level of the traditional Oxford 
staircase, and means that there will be plenty of bathrooms, 
lavatories and showers, as well as two kitchenettes, a laun- 





Above, long elevation and end view of the 
Wolfson Building, the first of a necklace of 


study-bedroom blocks. 


Below, site model 








Key: 


1. Senior Common Room 
2. Junior Common Room 
3. Wolfson Building 

4. Further 4-Storey Blocks 
5. 11-Storey Block 

6. New Library 

7. Existing Teaching Space 
8. Principal’s House 

9. Gatehouse and Lodge 
10. Married Domestic Staff 

Patio Houses 

1. Garages and Cycles 
2. Music Room 
3. Lake 


dry and a trunk store on every floor. 
There is some variation in the rooms 
(end rooms are slightly different and 
there are two bigger rooms per floor 
for senior students), but variation of 
room shape is restricted in the interests 
of standardisation of building elements. 
The planning, however, will permit 


several arrangements of the furniture in 
any given room. 

The side walls of each room are 
slightly splayed out. The amount of 
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splay is so small as to be almost imper- 
ceptible inside. It is, however, enough 
to produce internal planning advan- 
tages—more room at the centre where it 
is needed to give a generous main stair, 
less at the ends of the block where it is 
not needed, and a curving of the stub 
corridors which lead off the main stair, 
thus eliminating the institutional effect 
of long vistas down passages. This 
slight fanning out of the rooms also pro- 
duces a curve on the outsides of the 


site plan 


block, making it a much easier element 
from which to build up the very free 
sort of layout which has been adopted. 

Each study-bedroom has a balcony, 
which helps to break down the scale of 
the building and to get away from the 
barrack-block feeling of a great wall of 
masonry pierced by little windows. The 
balconies are each made of one large 
pre-cast element, and produce a high 
degree of modelling on the outside of 
the building. Oxford’s Gothic and 


Wolfson block, ground floor, scale: 1 in. = 24 ft. 


FELLOWS SET 
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Renaissance buildings are mostly very 
highly modelled, so that even when the 
sky is overcast they still have light and 
shade effects. 

The overall layout is based on provid- 
ing covered circulation at ground-floor 
level right round the College. The cir- 
culation system is protected from the 
rain but is not an enclosed corridor. The 
space under the buildings will flow out 
unbroken into the main quad, which 
affords more direct fine weather routes. 


typical upper floor 


STUDY BEDROOMS 








STUDY BEDROOMS 
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The cloister has an additional advan- 
tage as it results in there being no 
ground-floor study-bedrooms on the 
quad side of the block—there are rooms 
at cloister level facing out the other 
way, but these overhang the lake, which 
gives them the privacy and quiet which 
ground-floor rooms often lack. 

The study-bedrooms are grouped in 
six blocks, with two Fellows’ flats per 
block. Five blocks are similar, but the 
last to be built will be an 1li-storey 
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Wolfson Building from the lake 


building, so as to reach the target of 
300 study-bedrooms without using any 
more site, and cladding to act as a ‘ ful- 
stop’ at the end. 

Construction is steel] framework with 
concrete precast units. The new library, 
which is in the form of a rotunda, is at 
first-floor level with teaching rooms 
under it and a bridge linking it to the 
existing library in Hartland House. 
Quantity surveyors: Davis, Belfield and 
Everest. 


KEY TO FLOOR PLANS: 


. Kitchenette 
wc 
Bathroom 
Shower 
Trunk Space 


. Laundry 
. Main Stair 
Escape Stair 


SCaANDAMAWN 


. Ironing Room 


St Anne’s College Rebuilding, Oxford 


10. Lobby to  Study-bed- 
room with LB and 
clothes hanging 

11. Balcony and 
Windows 

12. Linen Storage 

13. Furniture Store 

14. Cloakroom for 
Visitors 


French 


Male 
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Combined Precast and In-situ Structure 
in an Office Block, Cricklewood 


GEORGE WATT, ARIBA, architect 








THIS OFFICE BLOCK for Remploy, just 
off the Edgware-road, Cricklewood, is 
interesting for the way in which light 
weight precast and prestressed con- 
crete units were used with in-situ con- 
crete to form a quickly erected and 
economical frame, with economies in 
the foundation design as a result of 
the light frame. 

The offices are 180 ft. long by 40 ft. 
wide, with 40 ft. by 20 ft. projecting 
wings at each end forming a U-shaped 
building. At the lower end of the site 
the structure is seven storeys high, and 
six storeys at the top end. The two 
projecting wings each stop one floor 
below the main roof level. 

The ground floor, at the lower end 


precast two-storey 


of the building, containing boiler 
house, garage and telephone rooms, is 
built of in-situ concrete because of the 
necessity for retaining walls. Above 
this level precast beams and columns 
were used. 

External columns are at 6 ft. 8 in. 
centres. They are 9 in. square and 
precast in reinforced concrete in two- 
storey lengths. Each column has pro- 
jecting corbels to pick up the ends of 
beams, and cast with continuous pro- 
jecting nibs as a stop for the metal 
window fixings and brick in-fill panels. 
Joints between the columns are 
dowel-pinned, formed by leaving 
bars projecting from one end of the 
column for inserting and grouting into 





columns and brick spandrel panels 


holes formed in the base of the upper 
column. 

Internally the columns are at 20 ft. 
centres, cast in reinforced concrete, 
15 in. square, in one-storey heights. 
These columns carry boundary beams, 
which in turn support the ends of 
primary beams, the other ends being 
carried by corbels on the external 
columns. 

The main or primary beams are all 
pre-tensioned, and delivered to the site 
ready for erection by tower crane. 
They are designed for a floor loading 
of 100 lb. per ft. sup. and cast with 
standard holes to allow for services to 
be fixed as convenient within the 
thickness of the floor. 
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PRESTRESSED CONCRETE ASSOCIATES, consulting engineers 


BOVIS LIMITED, general contractors 
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GILBERT-ASH LIMITED, Intergrid concrete frame 
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SECTION THROUGH FLOOR 














Above, _ section 
through floor. 
Left, part plan 
showing arrange- 
ment of beams. 
Below, cross sec- 
tion, and view of 
the two project- 
ing wings 


Between the primary beams precast 
units of 6 in. by 6 in. trough sections 
were placed to contain the stressing 
wires in the secondary direction. Light 
timbers and runners were placed 
through the service holes in the 
primary beams to _ support. the 
permanent asbestos shuttering to the 
floor slab. Reinforcement for the slab 
was placed in the corrugations of the 
sheeting to form a slab 33 in. thick. 
Since only the timber runners have to 
be stripped, there is considerable 
saving in the cost of stripping the form- 
work. Suspended ceilings were fixed 
to the soffits of the beams, and ser- 
vices up to 7 in. diameter are carried 
in the floor thickness. 


The roof construction is similar but, 
in place of asbestos sheeting, channel 
reinforced wood wool slabs span 
between the primary beams, finished 
with a structural screed laid to falls, 
giving a ‘U’ value of 0.20. 


Cladding to the long elevations of 
the building is 44 in. brickwork carried 
on boot lintols spanning between the 
columns. These lintols are supported 
by dowels fixed in the columns. The 
inner linings are built on the edge of 
the floor slab. At roof levels exposed 
aggregate cladding slabs are fixed 
between the columns. The columns 
were left untreated from the mould. 
On the short end elevations again 
brickwork is used but the frame is 
expressed more freely. 





Criticism 





BY HERBERT 


THEARLE, B.ARCH, 


The Boston Hospital Competition 


FRIBA 


In this article Mr. Thearle reviews the six designs selected by Mr. J]. Murray 
Easton to proceed to the final stage in this competition, in which there were 


83 entries. 


These six designs, which were adjudicated upon by Mr. S. E. T. 


Cusdin (consequent upon Mr. Easton’s illness), were illustrated in our last 


issue when the full award was given. 


They will be on view at the RIBA, 


66 Portland-place, W1, from Wednesday next, April 26, to Saturday, May 13. 


\S THE HOSPITAL TECHNICAL JOURNALS re- 
port from time to time, it is a common- 
place that experience in guidance is lack- 
ing for planning and designing new hos- 
pitals. It is desirable that planning and 
day-to-day use, which are respectively the 
responsibilities of the regional boards and 
management commitfees, should be in- 
separable. Also, ideally, users of the 
building should be associated with each 
scheme throughout all stages of plan- 
ning, be committed to it and, when com- 
pleted, be determined to operate it 
properly. 

Such perfection is usually not achieved 

no two medical men seem to see eye 
to eye, and principles for a scheme laid 
down by some can result in the working 
of them by others unsympathetic to them 

so perhaps the best thing the architect 
can wish for is to be well briefed. In this 
way those who took part in the Boston 
hospital competition were lucky, for the 
conditions were well prepared, concise 
and generally most helpful. The inten- 
tion as to phasing could have been more 
explicit perhaps and a dubious suggestion 
to competitors was that ‘temporary 


WINNING 


- 


occupation, in the first phase, of certain 
units may eventually be used for other 
purposes.’ It is doubtful whether this 
expedient is ever satisfactory in practice. 
In only one scheme (No. 25, by C. B. 
Pearson, Son & Ptnrs.) is the phasing con- 
dition manfully tackled, clearly shown on 
the drawings and provision made for the 
later work to be carried out unobtrusively 
and without disruption to the main build- 
ing. 


Merits of the Two-stager 


The two-stage competition has _ the 
merit of saving many people much un- 
necessary expense and labour. It was 
imagined that all competitions should be 
conducted in this manner but this exhi- 
bition of the six selected designs gives 
pause for thought. Two are outstand- 
ingly good, two less so and—allowing for 
the complex nature of the project—two 
which, to the present reviewer, would 
appear to be out of place there. It is 
difficult to imagine that out of the other 
seventy-seven schemes there was none 
more worthy of proceeding to the final 
stage: possibly the 64 ft. to 1 in. block 


DESIGN, by Design Partnership: general perspective of the hospital 
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or diagrammatic plans initially required 
made adequate appraisal impossible. The 
lack of the assessor’s report—it was being 
read by the members of the Hospital 
Board and therefore unavailable—was un- 
satisfactory. Competitions committees 
please note! The only reading of any 
quality was the report of the winner 
(No. 27, Design Partnership) and this re- 
flected the liveliness of the scheme itself. 

This scheme was unquestionably the 
most interesting design and Mr. Cusdin, 
who took over from Mr. Easton, has 
chosen well. No assessor, however, can 
ever have had an easier task, nor can one 
have felt more certain of the choice of 
the runner up. This was No. 25. The 
real professional merit and high stan- 
dard of this probably precluded No. 49 
(Charles H. Hyde) from being com- 
mended. 

The winner scores heavily in two ways 
over the others. For such a large group 
it is surprisingly domestic in scale and 
character, and its ‘ hospital roads’ (cir- 
culation passages) will be interesting to 
traverse both to staff and visitors alike. 
Everywhere there is friendliness, and no- 
where is the modelling intimidating. The 
‘ parti’ is good; all the residential accom- 
modation is together, the car park tucked 
away (albeit 60 short) and all the parts 
hang together as an architectural whole. 
Questionable perhaps seems the adminis- 
tration at 2nd floor immediately above 
the sick staff and private patients; here 
too at 3rd floor are unmarried medical 
officers, visitors’ spare rooms etc. Resi- 
dential blocks are 4-storeyed—with one 
staircase and no escapes; separate access 
to these living quarters from the main 
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The hospital ‘ street’ 


oad seems unnecessary as in addition to 
ss of control a traffic hazard is created. 
[he laundry does not seem planned for 
egional reception and despatch, and fuel 
storage is apart from the boiler house. 
\lthough maternity wards are south- 
icing, this accommodation is not a 
separate block as, it is believed, is re- 
juired by the Ministry. To claim that 
‘the present indented profile provides 
for easy and economical extension’ and 
o read ‘ that 8-ward units be included in 
he first phase’ and ‘extension beyond 
he second phase is made possible by 
ypen end planning’ engenders wonder- 
ment if the plan is studied dispas- 
sionately. 


The Highly Commended Scheme 


The highly commended scheme, No. 
25 by C. B. Pearson, Son & Partners, is 
resented with great clarity, and func- 
onally and as a thoroughly competent 


this particular problem it 
ands alone. In the simple block plan 
in be picked out all the parts, the 
haping of them and their entrances and 
rculating links. There is no doubt 
hich are the different phases, and as to 
<tensions, what is claimed for the 
nner could more appropriately be 
redited to this scheme. Mention has 
ready been made of the care taken that 


lution to 


future building should be well contrived. 
The mandatory clause that the standard 
ward unit of 28 beds should be designed 
in two-14-bedded sections (for either sex) 
has been most competently interpreted, 
although one of the single-bed units, 
while on the right side of the cut-off 
doors, might have been less removed 
from the ward proper. 

The servicing of the buildings has been 
developed with great skill. Boiler cham- 
ber, bulk stores, laundry (with proper 
reception and despatch) are manifestly 
all as they would be carried out; par- 
ticularly interesting is the provision made 
for the supplementary plant and calori- 
fiers immediately under the ward block 
units at ground-floor level. The approach 
road is overlong and splits the residen- 
tial quarters. On the other hand, the 
quite separate maternity block will be 
noted as will be the apparently minimum 
distances to be walked by the nursing 
staff. Everything is here but the domes- 
tic quality. 


A Sensitive Scheme 


Scheme No. 49, by Charles H. Hyde, 
is both efficiently practical and sensi- 
tively conceived architecturally. Al- 
though adequately and most carefully 
presented it does not give the impression 
of mature confidence conveyed by the 
two chosen schemes. Throughout and 
in all the parts the plan is consistently 
organised, with a 7-floor ward block as 
the scheme’s fulcrum. Is not a 22 ft. 
courtyard width too little? The domestic 
buildings are self-contained and located 
in the SW corner of the site and com- 
mendably well away from the main road. 
The car park, too, is well tucked away. 
The boiler house, etc., as in the two best 
schemes, is at the NW extremity and 
much more interesting (with its tripartite 
flue) in treatment than the winners’ 
which has the stack passing through the 
tank—a well worn cliché now. Basically 
it is symmetrical on one axis but not 
viciously so, and the search for charac- 
ter is evident in the pitched roof treat- 
ment of the residences. The ‘straight 


Cp 
Aad 
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View of the wards from the south-west 


through’ road with inadequate approach 
to and turning at the entrances could 
have been bettered. The design has a 
well planned typical ward, and altogether 
the evident capability of the author 
makes one hope that some Regional 
Board will find a hospital for him to do. 


Three Other Designs 


In Scheme No. 2, V. J. Sames, a road 
is driven longitudinally through the site: 
on one side of this is the hospital and 
on the other residential accommodation. 
It is clear cut but rather dreary. A 22- 
storey residential block for nurses 
served by two lifts and one stair—prob- 
ably did not find favour. The separation 
between the two phases is not clear, and 
the provision for convenient extensions 
has not been solved. 

Design No. 30, J. R. B. Green, is 
presented on meagrely-sized sheets which 
neither look well nor are easy to read. It 
does not seem basically sound to have a 
car park for 225 which if not actually 
underground—there is a slight ramp up 
is certainly altogether under cover. On 
the other hand the author may have 
thought this preferable to having it 
drearily visible as a tarmac wilderness 
which such an area can be, particularly on 
non-visiting days. 21 ft. wide * hospital 
streets,’ provided at two levels. would be 
unpleasant. In addition to the multi- 
plicity of drawings (the winner has 5 
only), confused presentation does not help 
to an understanding of the design. 

Scheme No. 73, Clifford Kingstone, is 
another in which the service road bisects 
the residential accommodation, and this 
together with the car park takes a 
gargantuan bite at the heart of the site. 
The solution is a workable one but the 
main entrance is rather remote from the 
road. Limitation to height has rightly 
been considered a prerequisite, but un- 
interesting and positively ponderous eleva- 
tions have nullified the gain. No attempt 
has been made to humanise the courts: 
they are no more than light wells, all 13 
of them. It took boldness to place 











kitchens, boiler house at the main Sibsey- 
road end of the site even though partly 
shielded by the existing East Skirbeck 
House. It must have been in a moment 
of aberration that a block of lock-up 
garages was sited by the main entrance. 


Some Final Thoughts 


The trans-Pennine train return journey 
provided the opportunity furiously to 
think. A report recently issued by a 
Regional Board on the first stage of a 
much publicised hospital was recalled; 
this bravely listed the troubles experi- 
enced—floor heating, large windows, bed 


lifts, ward doors, lack of privacy, 
wrongly placed departments etc.; all were 
in some way not quite satisfactory in an 
executed project which seemed nothing 
if not perfect. It is now 50 years since 
Maria Montessori invaded the schools of 
Europe and found the children immobile 
in rows, ‘like butterflies transfixed on a 
pin.’ Perhaps what is needed in hospitals 
more than all else is the ‘ free discipline ’ 
which is now inseparable from schools. 
Maybe Boston, in this respect, can become 
a prototype. The sails are well set and 
all will wish Design Partnership luck on 
their journey. 


The Assessor’s Report 


FOLLOWING ARE EXTRACTS from the report 
to the promoters of MR. S. E. T. CUSDIN, 
OBE, FRIBA, assessor ‘in the final stage: 

I REPORTED TO YOU that the design I 
placed first was No. 27 and also that I 
highly commended No. 25. All six 
finalists submitted schemes conforming 
generally with the conditions and 
instructions set out in the official pro- 
gramme. The standard form of presen- 
tation and the detail supplied, gave me, 
in every case, a clear indication of the 
competition concept and intentions and 
made comparisons between the various 
schemes a relatively easy task. 

It was my duty to make an award and 
this I have done. This report gives me 
the opportunity to express my regret that 
the results of this competition are disap- 
pointing. I understood that the Board's 
intention in promoting this competition 
was to widen the field of participation, 
especially among younger architects in 
planning hospitals and to stimulate new 
ideas and forms in the planning of a new 
general hospital. 

I do not believe that even the winning 
design will commend itself to your Board 
as being pre-eminently suitable or accept- 
able in its present form. The others 
were in various degree even less accept- 
able. No competitor submitted a scheme 
which resolved all the difficult problems 
of circulation of patients, staff and 
supplies in a modern hospital of this size, 
or left space for the extension of all the 
treatment and diagnostic departments in 
such a way that the work of the hospital 
could proceed without interruption. 


No Radical Schemes 

No radical, imaginative or dynamic 
scheme has emerged from this stimu- 
lating challenge to architects. I doubt 
whether any of the schemes will pave the 
way to pioneer fresh thoughts in hospital 
planning. 

The absence of one or more designs 
which could have been recommended to 
the Board without qualification has made 
the choice of the winning design difficult. 
The final judgment was between designs 
Nos. 27 [Design Partnership] and 25 
[(C. B. Pearson, Son & Ptnrs.J. They 


were entirely different in concept and 
though I had many reservations about 
the detailed planning of parts of No. 27 I 
concluded that it was the one which 
could be further developed into a work- 
able plan to provide a pleasant hospital 
for the patients and the staff to work in. 


In making this award I am asking the 
Board to accept a plan which makes no 
distinction in the circulating areas of 
patients, staff, visitors, supplies or the 
disposal of waste, etc. All this traffic 
will flow through the same corridor. I 
know that this form of plan is approved 
in some quarters but I do not share that 
view myself. I believe that it can be 
done in small hospitals and the thesis is 
permissible on grounds of economy. 
What is open to question is the size of 
hospital that makes separate levels or 
other arrangements for the different cate- 
gories of traffic desirable and economic. 
Certainly a hospital of 600-700 beds 
would qualify, so that I regard it as open 
to doubt whether the hospital of 474 beds 
should make this distinction. 

I have given the winning design, No. 
27, the benefit of this doubt. I make this 
point because scheme No, 25 takes the 
opposite view and provided for the 
separation of the traffic of the patients, 
visitors, supplies and waste in a most 
commendable way. 


Some Contraventions 


It has often been said that the winning 
design in a competition always con- 
travenes the conditions in some way. 
This one is no exception. Design No. 
25 provided 8 ‘standard’ ward units in 
Phase I instead of 7. The author(s) of 
the scheme stated this change in the 
report. I have used my discretion in this 
instance as I do not think, if any other 
competitor had taken the same course, 
it would have materially altered the 
decision, 

The planning of the individual depart- 
ments was commendable in most schemes 
but the most consistent fault was link- 
ing of them together with the ward units 
which resulted in long lines of communi- 
cation for patients, staff and supplies. 
The naming of a long corridor ‘ Hospital 
street ’—a popular current cliché—does 
nothing to reduce its length or the time 
taken by staff and patients to travel along 
it. 

I venture to think that the ‘scale’ of 
the problem of the design of a hospital 
of 474 beds was not fully realised or 
appreciated, as the basic ideas in the 
planning of the schemes submitted would 
have been effective for a smaller project, 
say, of 250 beds, but inadequate in many 
respects when the same notions were 
applied to the larger schemes. 

DESIGN NO. 27: This scheme is a varia- 
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tion on the plan for the Wexham Park 
Hospital, Slough, architects Powell & 
Moya, where the maximum advantage of 
this concept was achieved by having the 
ward units both sides of ‘ The Hospital 
Street,’ and the ward units were all on 
one floor, In this scheme the ward units 
open off one side of 2 corridors, at 
ground- and first-floor levels. These 
corridors are approximately 600 feet and 
530 feet long at each level. The Slough 
scheme does not rely on lifts at all, 
whereas they are essential to this. 

The general concept seems to me to be 
the most suitable for the locality and 
makes good use of amenities of the site. 
It also takes full account of the difficul- 
ties of the site namely the relatively high 
water table and subsoil conditions. There 
might eventually be difficulty in having 
three entrances to the site from Spilsby- 
road, but the arrangement of a single 
entrance for the hospital and the staff 
residences is not insuperable. The large 
forecourt about which are situated all 
the entrances to the hospital is excellent. 
The elevational treatment and landscap- 
ing have provided a pleasing unity to the 
design and the choice of materials is con- 
sistent with the acceptable standards. 


The Most Economical Scheme 


The total gross area of accommodation 
provided by this form of planning made 
it the most economical scheme submitted. 
The percentage of the circulation space 
was 30.31 per cent. The estimate of cost 
was Well conceived and showed a realistic 
appreciation of the difference in costs 
between the various sections of the work. 
The estimate of cost of the accommoda- 
tion for engineering services was con- 
sidered to be low but this would not 
seriously affect the total cost. 

DESIGN NO. 25: This scheme shared with 
the winner the distinction of being con- 
ceived as an entity. The layout to many 
of the individual departments was excel- 
lent. The wards in phase I are planned 
vertically over each other on 8 floors 
above the ground floor with a battery of 
3 lifts serving them, a similar arrangement 
is contemplated for phase II. On com- 
pletion of the scheme the duplication of 
the lifts would probably be a nuisance. 
The provision of 3 staircases to each ward 
unit appears excessive. The effect of this 
form of plan was to make the gross area 
of each standard unit of the order of 
9,000 sq. ft. The total gross area of this 
scheme was one of the highest submitted. 
The percentage of the circulation space 
was 38.11 per cent. 

The estimate of cost appears to be low 
and the difference in cost between the 
various sections not fully expressed par- 
ticularly in relation to site and subsoi! 
difficulties. 

DESIGN NO, 2 [V. J. SAMES]: The merit 
in this design was the dramatic treatmen' 
of the staff residence in the form of 2 
point block of 14 storeys and this in rela 
tion to the neatness of hospital bloc! 
made satisfactory architectural com 
position. The proposals for the ward 
units were good, but the necessity of lifts 
and staircases to each unit makes this 
form of circulation expensive and nct 
necessarily very efficient. Many of th: 
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points noted in other designs on the diffi- 
culty of extensions to the treatment and 
diagnostic departments and the need of 
the maternity unit for easy access to 
Laboratory and X-ray facilities apply to 
this design. . 

DESIGN NO. 30 [JOHN R. B. GREEN]: This 
was a scheme which showed great promise 
at the preliminary stage and was the 
most original scheme submitted. The 
uses made of a ramp to the first-floor 
level and the covered car park were appre- 
ciated. The individual ward units were 
well conceived, but the light angles 
between them were far below an accept- 
able standard. Also the questions of 
noise and privacy mitigate against the use 
of this type of unit on so many floors. 
These criticisms, coupled with the large 
circulation areas on all floors, out- 
weighed the advantages and other merits 
of this scheme. 

DESIGN NO. 49 [CHARLES H. HYDE]: This 
scheme was based on the idea of arrang- 
ing all the treatment, diagnostic and ser- 
vice departments on the ground floor and 
the main ward units in a multi-storey 
block rising centrally above the main cor- 
ridor. This concept led to the equation 
of ward units in the two phases not 
strictly identical with each other. It is 
doubtful whether the number of lifts were 
sufficient for the load. The segregation of 
the maternity and children’s units pro- 
vided several disadvantages in circula- 
tion and particularly in respect of the 
stated need for the children’s wards to 
be sited ‘with easy access’ to the 
theatres. The plan of the children’s ward 
would have made nursing difficult. The 
angles of light in the internal courts in 
this block were considered to be inade- 
quate. The arrangements for disposal 
of waste and collection of laundry were 
good. 

DESIGN NO. 73 [CLIFFORD KINGSTONE]: 
This design had fully appreciated the 
need for organised routes for traffic into 
the site. Much of the detail planning of 
departments was well considered but the 
circulation too complicated. The num- 
ber of lifts provided in the scheme was 
25, which was considered excessive. The 
wide separation of the two groups of 
ward units pravided another difficulty 
and the long interconnecting corridors 
especially on the upper floors added 
greatly to the circulation areas without 
providing a compensating advantage else- 
where in the scheme. The extension of 
some of the departments would be very 
difficult. 


Conclusion 

I am sorry I am not in a position to 
make an award to a scheme of greater 
distinction which would be a new and 
vital contribution to the planning of a 
general hospital. I believe, however, that 
the winning design shows a sensitive feel- 
ng for the subject and the report and 
estimates of cost provide evidence 
specialised knowledge. I trust and feel 
confident that the author(s) of this 
scheme will be able to develop their ideas 
further with the guidance of the officers 
ind members of the Board and fulfill 
eventually the high hopes and inspiration 
which was in your minds in promoting 
this competition. 


Letters to the Editor 





Training for Site Management ; RIBA Sailing Club 


sir,—I have always looked upon the 
general foreman with respect and admira- 
tion, and since the war I have realised 
how difficult his task has become and how 
much more support he requires from his 
headquarters. It is therefore encouraging 
to read Mr. Peter Trench’s address to the 
Brixton School of Building on Training 
for Site Management. I hope he will get 
every support from the industry in imple- 
menting his ideas. 


This is a challenge to us architects to 
put our own site organisation in order, 
beginning with the clerk of works. What 
Mr. Trench advocates as necessary for the 
education and training of a foreman is 
even more necessary for the training of a 
clerk of works, who will otherwise find 
himself inferior to the foreman in know- 
ledge, training and skill. The clerk of 
works is the architect’s man on the job, 
and it is no longer good enough to appoint 
men from the trade for this responsible 
post with no other qualifications and 
training than their site experience has 
given them. 


ARTHUR KENYON [CBE, FRIBA] 
140 Park-lane, W1. 


sir,—Mr. Peter Trench has opened a very 
wide field for thought, discussion and 
action in his paper ‘ Training for Site 
Management ’ (‘ The Builder’ of April 14). 


Why is there such a shortage ? I would 
suggest a contributory cause is the present 
set-up in many firms. It is still the prac- 
tice to select the foreman because his face 
fits, and he is more often than not given 
a job to carry out without the slightest 
knowledge as to who dealt with it at head 
office, so he has no knowing who priced 
it, how it was priced, etc., giving him no 
chance to discuss ways and means. Very 
seldom are there proper introductions 
from head office to the people the general 
foreman will have to deal with on site. 


Having collected the drawings, bills of 
quantities, etc., he sets about getting the 





‘RIBA by-law revisions my T-square!— 
still keeping us girls off the Council!’ 


job under way to suit site conditions; this 
latter part often has not been considered 
by head office and if the job is not being 
done as they think it should be, the con- 
sequence is a complete loss of confidence 
by head office, with the resultant loss of 
help, co-operation and friendly exchanges 
so essential to good team-work. This 
naturally affects the performance of the 
foreman as he in turn loses respect for 
those who are telling him how a particular 
operation should be done without the full 
knowledge of site conditions. 

Has this attitude towards site control 
had a bad effect on general foremen? 
More important, does it affect the pros- 
pective general foreman? I believe it is 
in no small measure one of the reasons 
why more of the right types of craft- 
trained trades foremen do not want the 
responsibilities of site management. 

It seems to me that the whole process 
needs to turn the full circle, and that the 
site man having been selected, head office 
must do one of two things: either give 
him full backing, help, and co-operation; 
alternatively, if the selected man is unsuit- 
able, he must be taken off the site. I am 
sure there are people of the right calibre, 
but they need the service that good team- 
work produces (not interference), and 
with that, recognition that he is not just 
one of the ‘ outside chaps’. This difficult 
and often poorly paid job could thus 
become, once again, a challenge and an 
adventure. 


H. PALMER, 
49 Kenilworth-road, SE20. 


RIBA Sailing Club 


sir,—Ratty, Mr. Toad and Otter, that 
watery triumvirate of ‘The Wind in the 
Willows,’ were not alone in understanding 
the beguiling pleasures of ‘messing about 
in boats.’ Mole, too, their land-lubber, 
earthbound friend, shared their joys and 
tribulations. 

So also are land architects, equally with 
their naval counterparts, boat-owners, 
boat-charterers and boat-borrowers—in 
short, sailing enthusiasts. Has not the 
moment arrived when members of the 
RIBA should give expression to this 
enthusiasm and form their own sailing 
club—with or without their own boats; 
ranging from ocean racer to Cadet and 
motor cruiser to outboard propelled 
dinghy—mariners all? 

Already many members who have been 
personally approached have welcomed this 
idea and we suggest that all those who 
are interested should write to: ‘ Sailing,’ 
c/o RIBA, 66 Portland-place, London, 
Wl. If there is sufficient support, mem- 
bers will be notified without delay of a 
meeting which will be convened with a 
view to organising a sailing association. 

ERNEST F. TEW [DA(GLAS), RWA, FRIBA], 

President, Wessex Federal Society of 

Architects. 


G. H. LAWRENCE [TD, ARIBA, AMTPI], 
President, Edinburgh AA. 
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Head Office, Chesterfield 


r. P. BENNETT & SON, architects 
THOMAS BEIGHTON LTD., general contractors 


north elevation 


entrance hall 


THESE HEADQUARTERS in West-street, 
Chesterfield, for the Kenning Motor 
Group, were opened in January this year. 
Administrative staff previously dispersed 
in three different areas are now brought 
under one roof. 

The offices are planned in a T-shaped 
two-storey block with a porte-cochére 
entrance formed in the ground floor of 
one wing. The structure is of rein- 
forced concrete framework with beam- 
less floors and brick cladding. The 
design is based on a 5 ft. module, and 
the normal office size is 16 ft. x 10 ft. 

The entrance hall has brown and blue 
Ancaster stone paving and teak panelling. 
A lounge waiting space is provided under 
the open teak-tread staircase. 

Lighting is by means of fluorescent 
tube fittings flush with the ceiling, which 
can be repositioned according to the re- 
quirements of the office partitioning. 
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board room 


Heating is provided by warmed and fil- 
tered air ducted from a central source 
and discharged through individually con- 
trolled convectors. 


Plumbing is totally concealed in the 
building, the cisterns and pipes being 
accommodated in service ducts. Soap 
dispensation is from a 5-gallon pool 
hidden behind the walls, and basins are 
fitted with single mixer taps which regu- 
late the temperature of the water accord- 
ing to the velocity of the flow. 


The telephone exchange, with ten out- 
side lines and numerous internal exten- 
sions, is of the automatic type which 
allows calls to be transferred from exten- 
sion to extension without the interven- 
tion of the exchange operator. One 
instrument can be used for both outside 
and inside calls, the apparatus being 
designed to hold outside calls while 
internal queries are being made ‘ Park- 
on-busy’ facilities are also attached to 
this system, waiting calls being put 
through automatically when the instru- 
ment becomes free. 

Office partitioning is in grey metal and 
glass. Corridors and office floors are 
covered with thermo-plastic tiles in grey 
and red. The accommodation provides 
approximately 70 offices for directors and 
staff, a board room, several interviewing 
rooms, a ladies’ rest room and a lecture 
room/cinema seating 43 persons. 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 

Wall & floor tiling: The Mosaic & Terrazzo 
Precast Co.; ceramic mosaic: W. B. Sitapson 
& Sons Ltd.; suspended acoustic ceilings: 
Clark & Fenn Ltd.; strong room door: Chubt 
& Sons; demountable metal partitions: Roneo 
Ltd.; thermoplastic & rubber floor tiling, 
Ferodo nosings: Fitchett & Woollacott Ltd.; 
wrought iron balustrades: Culford Art Metal 
Co. Ltd.; asphalt roofing: Ragusa Asphalte 
Paving Co. Ltd.; slate cills: J. & H. Patteson 
Ltd.; heating & ventilation installations: J. T. 
Meredith (Heating) Ltd.; fire escape stair- 
case: F. A. Norris & Co.; panelling & joinery 
work: Courtney Pope Ltd.; projector for 
lighting portrait: Anthony Juer Lighting Ltd.; 
precast stonework: Evans Brothers (Con- 
crete) Ltd.; Ancaster Weatherbed panels & 
pavings: The ‘Gregory’ Quarries Ltd.; 
metal windows: Crittall Manufacturing Ltd.; 
steel rod reinforcement: Rom River Rein- 
forcement Service; sanitary fittings: Stitsons 
Sanitary Fittings Ltd.; soap dispensers: 
Horton Manufacturing Co. Ltd.; facing 
bricks: Henry J. Greenham (1929) Ltd.; 
P.A.B.X.E.T.4 cordless switchboard and auto- 
matic plant: Telephone Rentals Ltd. 





‘The Engineer in Commonwealth 
Development’ 


The Duke of Edinburgh Addresses the Civil Engineers 


IN THE GRAHAM CLARK LECTURE which he 
delivered on April 13 to the Institution 
of Civil Engineers in London, HRH THE 
DUKE OF EDINBURGH took as his subject 
‘The Engineer in Commonwealth De- 
velopment.’ 

I am going to take it for granted (said 
Prince Philip) that it is generally accepted 
that development in the broadest sense 
is a good thing. I hope I can assume 
that mankind is better off with proper 
food, sanitation, housing and all the 
material comforts which modern science, 
engineering and industry can provide. I 
am not assuming, However, that this 
material development necessarily implies 
a higher standard of human civilisation. 
This, I believe, depends upon qualities 
of the mind and spirit which are not 
directly related to material convenience. 

Given the need for development in the 
material sense it does not take a great 
stretch of the imagination to visualise the 
engineer’s part in the process. There 
are, in particular, four ways in which 
the engineer can implement and _ in- 
fluence development: 

1. By continually finding practical 
ways and means of applying scienti- 
fic principles and discoveries in 
power, industry, transportation, com- 
munication and construction. This 
means that research establishments 
are needed in all the divisions of en- 
gineering so that practising engineers 
can apply the benefits of fundamental 
scientific research. 

2. By the application of the latest 
and most efficient methods to indi- 
vidual projects. This means that 
practising engineers must have some 
way of keeping up to date. 

3. By the careful administration, 
maintenance and improvement of the 
engineering complex. Building or de- 


The Duke of Edinburgh arriving with Sir 
Herbert Manzoni 


veloping some project from scratch 
may have a great many difficulties but 
maintaining and improving a project 
which has been in existence for many 
years calls for even more skill and 
administrative ability. Railways are 
an obvious example. 

4. By the technical training and edu- 
cation of the next generation of en- 
gineers. This is very much the en- 
gineer’s responsibility and whatever 
the rewards of practice may be nothing 
is more worthwhile in the long run 
than teaching the next generation. 


The Engineer and the People 


The engineer is in fact the means by 
which the people are able to enjoy the 
fruits of science, whether in building new 
projects, or in maintaining and keeping 
up to date what is already in existence. 
I need hardly list the highly developed 
communities of history which decayed for 
the lack of engineers to keep their great 
works in operation. 

Simple technical know-how is also not 
enough. In order to make a really worth- 
while contribution the engineer needs the 
vision to appreciate what is possible as 
well as the technique to realise his dream. 

It is also wrong to assume that the 
engineer is simply concerned’ with 
material gadgetry or the purely practical 
and commercial side of life. All large- 
scale projects and modernisation plans 
are bound to have a profound and lasting 
influence upon the lives of very great 
numbers of people. Unless their concep- 
tion, execution and running are all based 
upon a practical humanity they will con- 
tribute very little to man’s progress. 

That is why technological training must 
be combined with a broad general educa- 
tion. Each generation must learn that 
technical knowledge without a sense of 
mission and responsibility is wasted. Edu- 
cation which merely produces a sense of 
dissatisfaction and frustration and a kind 
of topsy-turvy snobbery about what is 
suitable and unsuitable employment is a 
failure. The system must instil a sense 
of the value of engineering to human 
development so that people come to look 
upon it with the same sense of service as 
missionaries and doctors. 


The Theme Developed 


Developing his theme, Prince Philip 
then dealt in some detail with the engin- 
eer’s contribution to such world problems 
as food and agriculture; energy; industry 
and resources; transport and communica- 
tions; scientific research; education and 
training; and professional organisation 
(where he said that the contribution which 
engineers could make to the development 
of the Commonwealth clearly depended 
upon the organisation of the engineering 
profession both nationally and _ inter- 
nationally). In his conclusion, he said: 

Different people may expect different 
things from engineers. I have suggested 
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that they are necessary to meet 
humanity’s basic needs of food and 
power, to develop and at the same time 
to conserve natural resources, to exploit 
the advantages of the industrial process 
and to enable science to continue its 
investigations. Their original thought and 
technical management are the main 
factors in a nation’s prosperity. In fact, 
while doctors are responsible for the 
bodily welfare of people, the engineer 
is responsible for the material welfare of 
nations. This is a very wide responsi- 
bility, but unless it is recognised by all the 
organisations which have the duty of edu- 
cating engineers, they will fail to turn 
out people capable of giving direction 
and purpose to the progress of the world. 


In this lecture I have tried to show 
that the engineer is the key figure in the 
material progress of the world. This is 
particularly important at this moment in 
history when we are beginning to realise 
the dangers in a situation where some 
countries are enjoying all the fruits of 
material progress and others none at all. 
There is a growing feeling that this un- 
balance is neither morally acceptable nor 
is it likely to improve the chances of 
peaceful conditions. The gap in material 
standards can only be reduced by a real 
co-operative effort by engineers. 


Administrative Problems 


The first necessity is an _ effective 
administrative framework so that the 
co-operation and collaboration between 
engineers of the world can take place. 
Take, for instance, engineering and tech- 
nical training. There is said to be a 
shortage of engineers in the developed 
countries, there is no doubt about the 
shortage in the less developea countries. 
There is also a shortage of engineering 
teachers, and they are even more import- 
ant because teaching does not only depend 
upon the number of teachers, it depends 
very much upon the moral and cultural 
example which they set. We cannot 
expect the direction or the momentum of 
development to be maintained without 
an adequate number of suitable engineers 
and technicians and the means of edu- 
cating and training them. 


I keep harping on the need for 
engineers to be educated as well as 
trained because I don’t believe that 
specialist training necessarily affects 
those characteristics of the mind which 
are needed for human administration. 
The qualities of imagination, enthusiasm 
and compassion are present to a greater 
or lesser extent in all of us, but it needs 
the process of a general and liberal edu- 
cation to give them point and direction. 
Specialist training can give people the 
ability to make sweeping technological! 
innovations but it needs a broad and 
liberal education to enable people to fore- 
see the effects of those innovations and 
to recognise how to introduce the fruit: 
of modern science and engineering t 
the best advantage of the people. 


The target we should set ourselves ir 
the Commonwealth is a_ reasonabl 
material standard for all its people anc 
the main responsibility for reaching tha 
target will rest on the engineer. 
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Prince Philip Receives 
Honorary FIES 


Interest in New Lighting Code 


HRH THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH became the 
first Honorary Fellow of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society on April 11. The 
President, DR. W. S. STILES, in presenting 
the Certificate of Honorary Fellowship 
said: ‘Sir, we are conscious that in the 
varied scientific and technological activi- 
ties with which you are associated, your 
interest is always a most penetrating one, 
and in consenting to become our first 
Honorary Fellow you not only confer a 
great distinction on the Society but you 
put the Society on its mettle to pursue 
with added vigour the important objects 
for which it stands.’ 

Dr. Stiles went on to announce that 
he occasion had also been chosen to 
ntroduce a new IES Code for lighting, 
‘etting down new recommendations, 
aking into account the wide changes in 
nodern social conditions and in lighting 
lesign and the practicability of achieving 
iigher lighting levels. He forecast that 
he new Code would become ‘ an authori- 
ative and indispensable guide on lighting 
equirements for illuminating engineers, 
rchitects and builders and for those 
uthorities who have a responsibility for 
eeing that their fellow citizens work and 
lay in a happy and _ comfortable 
nvironment.’ 

PRINCE PHILIP, in thanking Dr. Stiles 
said: ‘I have a peculiar interest in light- 
1g. We are going through a particularly 
fascinating time in this business of 
lumination because the old days were 
rather restricted in the number of light 
sources which were available to light 
whatever you wanted to light—we were 
stuck with candles and had to make the 
best use of them. 

‘Today there are altogether too many 
and the problem is to choose the right 
way and I think that, if I may say so, we 
are all groping for the right answer and 
I don’t think we have found it yet, but 
I think that by using all available means 
and by process of elimination we shall 
eventually achieve a reasonable standard 
of lighting for different purposes. 

‘Quite apart from the number of dif- 
ferent sources of light there are both the 
technical problem of making something 
light up in the right colour, direction and 
intensity and the other to make it accept- 

able to human taste, not an easy job, and 
I sympathise with you.’ 

HRH stayed for the presentation of a 
lecture by Dr. W. E. Harper surveying 
the make up of the Code, its recommenda- 
tions, and its effects on all types of 
interior lighting. Comment on the new 
Code is on page 770. 


Engineer Joins Architects 


Mk. DAVID OGLESBY, engineer and sur- 
veyor to Lichfield city council for seven 
years left Lichfield on April 5 to become 
a partner in Messrs. Shingler & Risdon, 
the London firm of architects and sur- 
veyors which designed Lichfield’s pro- 
posed £500,000 shopping centre. His suc- 
ce.sor is Mr. D. Lawrence, deputy engin- 
eer and surveyor to Bridgeblean R.C. 


News of the Week 


Manchester City Architect : Short List 


MR. S. G. B. ROBERTS, Manchester deputy 
city architect ; Mr. K. M. Baxter, borough 
architect, Bolton; Mr. P. L. Davison, 
deputy county architect, Cheshire; Mr. 
J. S. Rank, borough architect, Stockport, 
and Mr. J. R. Sketchley, chief architect, 
Nottingham, are on the short list of five 
who will be interviewed on April 24 by 
the Town Hall Committee for the post of 
city architect, Manchester, from which 
Mr. L. C. Howitt, MArch, FRIBA, is 
shortly to retire. 


Architects for York University 


THE ARCHITECTS for the initial architec- 
tural planning for the new University of 
York, which it is hoped will start in 1963 
with about 200 students, will be Robert 
Matthew and _  Johnson-Marshall, of 
London and Edinburgh. This was 
announced at York, on April 17, by Dr. 
Ramsey, Archbishop of York, chairman 
of the York University Promotion Com- 
mittee. 


Manchester Development Scheme 


MESSRS. R. H. MATTHEW and JOHNSON- 
MARSHALL, of London, are architects for 
the £9m. Ellor-street redevelopment 
scheme, Manchester. 


Folkestone Architectural Appointment 


MESSRS, D. H. MCMORRAN, ARA, and G. 
WHITBY, MBE, of 14 North Audley-street, 
London, W1, have been appointed archi- 
tects from a short list of six for Folke- 
stone’s new municipal offices in Castle 
Hill-avenue, 


Portsmouth Redevelopment Scheme 


ARCHITECTS for the £5m. development 
scheme in the centre of Portsmouth 
(details of which were given in ‘Late 
News’ last week) are Messrs. Ronald 
Ward & Partners, 29 Chesham-place, 
London, SWI. 


£1lm. Redevelopment Plans for Liverpool 


LIVERPOOL CITY COUNCIL has approved 
in principle two major redevelopment 
schemes by private enterprise in the city 
centre amounting in all to £llm. and 
both due for completion in the next five 
years. One refers to a building agree- 
ment with Ravenseft Properties Ltd., of 
London, for the development of a block 
of property facing Lime-street station 
and stretching back into the shopping 
centre. The £10m. scheme includes a 
luxury hotel and new retail fish, fruit 
and vegetable markets. 

The second building scheme relates to 
the sale for £20,000 of freehold rever- 
sionary interests in properties in St. 
John’s-lane between Lime-street and the 
Mersey tunnel entrance to Lord Street 
Investments Ltd., of Liverpool. The com- 
pany plan to build a 16-storey block of 
flats with a restaurant, shops and garage 
accommodation especially suited to 
businessmen wishing to live in the city 
centre. 


Norwich Council Offices on Park Site 


NORWICH TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE on 
April 13 approved a plan by Norfolk 
County Council to build offices on a 234- 
acre site in Martineau-lane, Norwich. The 
county architect, Mr. C. H. Thurston, 
LRIBA, FRICS, has indicated that the 
county police headquarters may also be 
included in the new block. Since the area 
is at present designated as a private park- 
land, it has been decided to ask the Minis- 
try of Housing and Local Government to 
approve a change in the development plan. 
The Martineau-lane land was formerly 
offered to Norwich as a site for the pro- 
posed University of East Anglia. 


Birmingham Theatre Plan 


PLANS WERE ANNOUNCED in Birmingham on 
April 13 for a replacement to be built for 
the Crescent Theatre. The new building, 
which will be erected in Cumberland- 
street at a cost of £80,000, will form part 
of Birmingham’s civic centre development 
scheme under which the Crescent will be 
demolished. The new theatre, which is 
expected to be finished by June, 1963, will 
have a turntable containing the stage and 
half the 286-seat auditorium to give 
greater scope for productions. 


Three Exhibitions in USIS Art Galleries 


THREE EXHIBITIONS on architecture and 
art in advertising are on view throughout 
April in the galleries of the United States 
Information Service, American Embassy, 
Grosvenor-square, London, Wl. The ex- 
hibitions are: ‘ Architecture in America’; 
a survey of the work of the American 
architect Minoru Yamasaki; and ‘ Fifty 
Advertisements of the Year (1960)’ 
selected by the American Institute of 
Graphic Arts. ‘Architecture in America’ 
is based on the photographic history, by 
Wayne Andrews, of architecture in the 
US from the colonial period to the present 
day, published in January this year by 
Messrs. Thames and Hudson. Among 
the contemporary architects whose work 
is represented are Eero Saarinen; Frank 
Lloyd Wright; Philip Johnson; Mies van 
der Rohe; H. H. Richardson; and Skid- 
more, Owings and Merrill. The entrance 
to the USIS Galleries is in Upper Brook- 
street, Wl, and admission is free. 


Building in the Zoo 


A TALK by Mr. Peter Shepheard, FRIBA, 
on ‘Building in the Zoo,’ has been 
organised by the Junior Organisation of 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors for Thursday, May 4, at 6.15 p.m. 
at the Zoological Society’s Building, North 
Side, Regents Park. Tickets from C. R. M. 
Norris, c/o Martin Sheffield & Bristow, 
29 Sackville-street, W1. 


SPAB Conference 


A CONFERENCE to discuss the problems of 
the repair and reconditioning of cottages 
and small houses is to be held by the 
Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings at the Parliament Room, 
Church House, Gloucester, on April 28. 





The discussions will be attended by 
officers and representatives of the hous- 
ing authorities of Gloucestershire, 
Somerset, and Bristol. The conference 
will be the tenth in a series of regional 
meetings organised by the Society and 
will be presided over by the Earl of 
Euston. Speakers will include an official 
from the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government and architect members of 
the Society. The fee will be 25s. 


Saving the Coal Exchange 
SIR KEITH JOSEPH, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, received on April 17 a depu- 
tation about the London Coal Exchange. 
The deputation, which included Mr. Brian 
Batsford, MP, Lord Mottistone, Sir Albert 
Richardson and Mr. John Betjeman, urged 
various ways of preserving the building 
which Sir Keith promised to consider in 
consultation with other authorities con- 
cerned, and to report to the Minister. 
On February 28 Sir Keith Joseph said 
in a written reply that the Corporation of 
London had agreed to defer for three 
months any steps towards demolition. 


Architectural Limited Company 

MESSRS. MIALL RHYS-DAVIES & PARTNERS 
has been formed as a limited company, 
state Jordan & Co., with a nominal capi- 
tal of £100. The partners are Mr. W. W. 
Mial! Rhys-Davies, ARIBA, AMTPI, and 
Mr. James J. Sharp, ARIBA. Mr. Rhys- 
Davies last year won with his associates 
the Highfields Development competition, 
Halesowen. 


New Use for Farnham Castle 

AFTER lying empty for three years, Farn- 
ham Castle, Surrey, the former residence 
of the Bishops of Winchester and Guild- 
ford, is to be leased to Oversea Service, 
the Church Commissioners announced 
recently. At the same time, the Com- 
monwealth Relations Office announced 
that the Government had agreed to pay 
Oversea Service £30,000 to meet the cost 
of adapating the castle as an up-to-date 
residential college. 

Before the castle is re-occupied the 
Church Commissioners are to put it into 
good condition at a cost of £92,500. The 
Ministry of Works have promised a grant 
of £25,000, and the Pilgrim Trust £7,500 
for this work. 


Bailiff’s House, Bewdley 


A FUND IS BEING RAISED to preserve the 
Bailiff’s House in High-street, Bewdley, 
which is considered to be a very fine 
example of black and white building. The 
owner has already restored the facade 
and is willing to sell the building to a 
public body for preservation. A _ sub- 
stantial sum will be needed to acquire 
and preserve the house, which dates 
from 1610. The Bewdley Civic Society is 
organising the appeal; it has offered a 
prize of £5 for the best suggestion for an 
appropriate use for the building. 


Preservation of a Dovecote 


A PUBLIC INQUIRY into the fate of a dove- 
cote was held at Haddington, East 
Lothian, presided over by Mr. F. A. B. 
Preston on behalf of the Secretary of 
State for Scotland. The East Lothian 


County Council had placed a preserva- 
tion order on a dovecote near the village 
of Spott and the owner had appealed to 
the Secretary of State against this restric- 
tion. The County Council are prepared 
to make a substantial contribution to- 
wards the repairs and to contribute 
towards the cost of upkeep once the 
repairs have been carried out. The dove- 
cote is of the 17th century type and has 
1,422 nests. 


Change of Address 

MR. AND MRS, STANLEY HEARDER moved on 
April 18 to 21, Richmond Hill Court, 
Richmond, Surrey. The telephone num- 
ber remains the same: Richmond 4546. 


Bolton Vacant Post 

BOLTON TOWN COUNCIL are to engage a 
new Chief Executive Officer at a salary of 
over £2,000 a year. He will take over 
planning powers at present under the con- 
trol of the Borough Engineer and the 
Borough Architect, 


Nurse Planning Assistant 


MRS. JEAN HEYWARD, SRN, RMN, who was 
the nurse member of the Division of 
Architectural Studies of the Nuffield 
Foundation has been appointed to the 
Ministry of Health as a part-time tem- 
porary nursing officer on hospital plan- 
ning and equipment. She has been closely 
associated with the planning, construction 
and use of the experimental hospital units 
in Scotland and Belfast which were the 
result of the work done in the Division 
of Architectural Studies. Mrs. Heyward 
is to take up her work at the Ministry 
early in July. 
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Professional 
Announcements 

MR. CHARLES E. PEARSON, FRIBA, and MR. 
GEORGE LOVELL, ARIBA, in practice as Charles 
B. Pearson & Son, announce that they have 
taken into partnership MR. PETER P. LUND, 
DIP.ARCH., ARIBA, and MR. C. MICHAEL PEARSON, 
BA, ARIBA, The practice will continue at 18 
Dalton-square, Lancaster, 24 Loxford-street, 
Manchester 15, and 71 Wimpole-street, 
London, W1, under the style of CHARLES B. 
PEARSON, SON & PARTNERS. 

MESSRS. JACK W. STOCKINGS & CLARKE, char- 
tered quantity surveyors, are moving their 
Norwich office as from April 24. Their new 
address is Ferry-road, Riverside-road, Nor- 
wich (tel.: Norwich 28202/3, unchanged). 

MESSRS. LAM, BIEL & PARTNERS, architects, 
have moved to new offices at Union House, 
1 Allsop-place, London, NWI. The tele- 
phone number is still Welbeck 8561-3. They 
will be pleased to receive trade catalogues 
at the new address. 


A Hundred Years Ago 
From The Builder of April 20, 1861 


A VICTIM OF ROUTINE.—A certain society 
lately gave a grant to build a parsonage- 
house. Among other things a well was 
to be dug, and the society had a regula- 
tion depth for their wells. Long before 
the depth was reached, a _ perpetual 
spring of excellent water was found, but 
found in vain. The regulation depth 
must be reached, and was reached. The 
water was not very good, but the un- 
happy parson was obliged to drink it. 
After a time he became seriously unwell, 
when it was discovered that the well- 
sinkers had dug into a spring of mineral 
water, and the poor man had been drink- 
ing a tonic every day of his life, because 
his benefactors were too conservative. 


Coming Events 


FRIDAY, APRIL 21 
ALUMINIUM DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION.— 


Annual meeting. 33 Grosvenor-st., WI. 
12.30 p.m. 

BUILDING SURVEYORS’ INSTITUTE 
REGION).—Open meeting. Queen’s 
St. Mary-st., Cardiff. 7.30 p.m. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 23 


BBC TELEVISION.— Monitor.’ An interview 
with Mr. Denys Lasdun, architect. 9.55 p.m. 


MONDAY, APRIL 24 
CEMENT & CONCRETE ASSOCIATION.—Collo- 
quium on Concrete Surface Finishings. 
Address of welcome by the Hon. Leo Russell, 
3.30 p.m. Wexham Springs, nr. Slough (until 


April 27). 

RIBA.—Library Group meeting: ‘The 
Records of the Metropolitan Board of 
Works,’ by Miss Ida Darlington. 66 Port- 
land-pl., Wl. 6 p.m. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 25 

INSTITUTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERS. 
—RSH Congress: sessional meeting. Jubilee 
Theatre, Co-operative-bldgs., Coronation-st., 
Blackpool. 10 a.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS’ DISCUSSION CLUB.— 
Meeting: ‘Problems of Building and Main- 
taining British Lighthouses,’ by Mr. J. 
Huggins. 48 Bedford-sq., WCl. 6.30 p.m. 

BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—1l10|st 
annual dinner. Guest of honour: Lord Bos- 
som. Dorchester Hotel, Wl. 7 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF WELDING.—Fourth annual lec- 
ture: *‘ Welding in the Non-Ferrous Field,’ 
by Dr. N. P. Inglis. 54 Princess-gate, Exhibi- 
tion-rd., SW7. 7.30 p.m. 

INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS 
AND SURVEYORS (KENT CHAPTER).—Dinner- 
dance. Comedy Restaurant, SW1. 7.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26 

ASSOCIATION OF RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
SURVEYORS.—15th annual conference. Opera 
House Foyer, Blackpool (until April 27). 


(WELSH 
Hotel, 


THE BUILDING CENTRE.—Anuual luncheon. 
Claridge’s Hotel, Wl. 1.15 p.m. 

ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS.— The Training of 
Scientists for Industry,’ by Sir John Cock- 
croft. John Adam-st., Adelphi, WC2. 2.30 
p.m. 

FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS & SURVEYORS 
(LONDON BRANCH).—Annual meeting. 68 
Gloucester-pl., Wl. 6.30 p.m. _ 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
(YORKSHIRE BRANCH).—’ Timber as a Struc- 
tural Material,’ by Mr. I. H. Paxton. Metro- 
pole Hotel, King-st., Leeds. 6.30 p.m. 

NATIONAL JOINT COUNCIL FOR THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY.—Complimentary dinner to Sir 
Richard Coppock. The May Fair Hotel, 
Berkeley-st., Wl. 7.15 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. — Meeting. 
‘Testing for Consumers by Consumers or 
the Tethered Goat!’, by Mr. Caspar Brooks 
(Director, Consumers’ Association Ltd.) and 
Mr. David Vickers (Assistant Secretary, BSI). 
34-36 Bedford-sqg., WCl. 8 p.m. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 27 


INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.- 
‘Composite Construction in Theory and 
Practice,’ by Prof. Dr. Ing. K. Sattler. 11 
Upper Belgrave-st., SWl. 6 p.m. 

REINFORCED CONCRETE ASSOCIATION (WEST 
OF ENGLAND BRANCH).— The Code of Practice 
for Prestressed Concrete CP 115,’ by Mr. 
A. W. Hill. New School of Engineering, 
Bristol University. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDING ESTIMATORS (LON- 
DON & HOME COUNTIES).—Dinner, followed 
by discussion on: ‘The Estimator and the 
Planner.’ Bedford Corner Hotel, Bayley-st., 
WIL. 6.30 p.m. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 28 


LMBA.—Annual luncheon to 
Mayor. Savoy Hotel, WC2. 


the Lord 


1 p.m. 
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More Everyday Things 
BY ARTHUR W. KENYON, CBE, FRIBA 
38. Multi-Storey Stables 


MULTI-STOREY GARAGES we know. How 
many of us, I wonder, know multi-storey 
stables ? Alas! They are fast disappear- 
ing from the scene. Only the other day 
we were told of one of our noted dairies 
giving up their horses, and of their stables 
being converted into a multi-storey 
garage. 

I have early boyhood memories of 
friends who for several generations had 
kept hackney stables, and it was my 
greatest delight as a child to walk up the 
ramps that the horses used to reach their 
stalls on upper floors after their day’s 
work. Black Belgians for the funeral 
hearses, brown roans for the cabs and 
hansoms, matched pairs for the wedding 
carriages, and shining bays for the four- 
in-hand stage-coaches used for pleasure 
trips into the country. It was a sad day 
for me when they changed to motor cars 
instead. 

The ramps were steep; they went up 
two floors and sometimes more. The 
horses arrived in the stable yard from 
work and were taken out of their vehicles, 
but their harness was kept on. Their bits 
were released and they were then led to 
the troughs to drink. Whilst it is true 
that once there you cannot make them 


drink, you must nevertheless have great 
patience, for drink is as needful to their 
wellbeing as food, and they must drink 
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before meals not afterwards. They would 
then of their own accord slowly make 
their way up the ramps leading to the floor 


The Package Deal 


Canadian Engineer's Views 


WRITING in the February issue of the 
‘Journal RAIC’ in a series ‘ The Archi- 
ect and the Building Community,’ mr. 
M. BUTLER, MEIC, P.ENG, a Canadian 
consulting engineer, makes the following 
comments on the Package Deal: 


This is not new; it has been practised 
n various forms for several years. How- 
ever, it has of recent times, as we all too 
well know, become increasingly popular. 
{ believe the time is ripe for our profes- 
sions to jointly make an unbiased study of 
this practice and devise some ground 
rules. Whether we like it or not, I am 
firmly convinced it is here to stay. 

I believe the following observations are 
mportant. 

(a) From the client’s viewpoint, he is 
ible to know in advance the ultimate cost 
of his building and/or the lease-back cost. 
He is saved the frustrating experience of 
dealing with city planners, inspectors and 
designers, but more important he does not 
need to put up any capital and is able to 
devote his own capital and time to his 
own business, which is probably more 
rewarding. 

(b) I believe we as designers have been 
partly responsible—in all too many cases 
he cost estimates have been inaccurate, 

ith the result that buildings have not 

een as efficient or as economical as re- 
uired. 

However, I feel the changing financial 

tuation, and not the idea of eliminating 

rofessional fees, is the main factor. I 


believe it is up to us professionally to 
extend our services—that is, not only 
must we be giving our client consulting 
advice on the building design and con- 
struction, but we must be in a position to 
advise on financing and economic plan- 
ning. 

I am convinced there is a role for the 
professional architect and engineer to play 
in the package deal and that with due 
consideration the role would not be an 
unethical one. Why should there be a 
promoter? Is there any reason why he 
could not be a ‘management consultant’ 
—and be a respectable professional 
person, architect, engineer, accountant or 
lawyer? 


Fields of Practice 


Mr. Butler goes on to consider the 
subject of ‘ Fields of Practice.’ He writes: 


I subscribe to the theory that this is the 
age of the ‘ specialist.’ Whereas there are 
some very large integrated architectural- 
engineering firms practising in this 
country; ‘largeness’ does not necessarily 
imply efficiency or better design. Having 
spent the last 15 years in the mechanical 
and electrical fields, I find that, with the 
complexity of modern buildings, this field 
is indeed too large, and serious considera- 
tion is being given to specialising, 
primarily in the field of air conditioning. 
Certainly I would not recommend an 
integrated firm being considered under 
thirty persons. This is primarily because 
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where they lived. They knew their stalls 
as we know our homes. It is quite 
remarkable to watch them amble along at 
their own pace until they reach their own 
standing. Their food is prepared for them 
in the trough and manger. They go for 
the oats first, blowing the husks away with 
their nostrils. Their harness is taken off, 
cleaned, polished and hung up on the rack 
behind them. 


So much for horses in their multi-storey 
stables. What a townsman’s life they lead! 
Now we follow their example as we drive 
up the ramps in our motor cars floor after 
floor to find our own standing. We don’t 
know what the horses felt as they went 
upstairs to bed, but I do know that I 
always feel very foolish when I drive my 
car up two floors to its own little space 
amid dozens of other cars all looking 
equally foolish in their serried driverless 
array. 


We hear daily of wonderful new parking 
devices, such as the endless conveyor belt 
and the side-stepping arrangement and 
preselector return. I am sure we shall go 
on thinking up still more ingenious ways 
of dealing with our beloved motor car, 
from which we become less and less able 
to be parted. So to those engaged in the 
design of multi-storey garages I do suggest 
that they should keep in mind the possi- 
bilities for alternative uses for their 
buildings against the day when this 
method of parking becomes obsolete. 


it would be difficult to obtain sufficient 
personnel adequately familiar with all 
phases of design. There would be more 
occasion to compromise good design for 
expediency, particularly with respect to 
engineering. In my opinion ‘the engineer- 
ing would be only as good as the archi- 
tectural principals understood and 
appreciated engineering design.’ 

Who should take the overall commis- 
sion and responsibility, I suggest, is of 
little overall] consequence. I subscribe to 
the theory that whoever is best qualified 
should assume this role. Normally, I 
would think there should be no question 
that the architect would be the logical 
one. 

The architect, by training and sub- 
sequent experience, has the diplomacy and 
‘savoir-faire’ to properly deal with 
clients. However, this relationship will 
only be tolerable if the architect keeps 
abreast of the times and professionally 
treats his engineering colleagues as 
‘equals’! When wrangling between our 
professions develops, we create a condi- 
tion that is opportune for the package 
dealer. 


Bury St. Edmunds Theatre Appeal 


AN APPEAL was issued on April 5 by Lord 
Euston for £35,000 to restore’ the 
Regency Theatre Royal at Bury St. 
Edmunds. It was closed as a theatre in 
1926 and since then has been a barrel 
store. The Ministry of Works has 
promised a grant of £2,000 and Bury St. 
Edmunds town council has promised 
£1,000. An application to the West 
Suffolk County Council for a grant is 
undér consideration. 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne Redevelopment 


WILFRED BURNS, M.ENG, DIP.TP, AMTPI, AMICE, city planning officer 
MICHAEL HEWLING, ARIBA, AMTPI, AA.DIPL, redevelopment officer 


BUS CENTRAL ciTr SHOPPING | WAY LANDSCAPED PEDESTRIAN 
STATION MOTORWAY STREET & SERVICE A[CESS SQUARE WAY 


KENNETH A. GALLEY, DIP.TP, AMTPI, NEWCASTLE is the centre for the North-East region and whilst many 
planning policy officer towns on Tyneside are redeveloping their centres, the plan for 
Central Newcastle proposes to accentuate this role. This will be 
achieved by expansion and redevelopment of the shopping and busi- 
ness centre. This increase of the City’s regional importance, and 
indeed the retention of its present position, cannot be successful 
unless the increasing numbers of moving and parked vehicles are 
GEOFFREY F. TURNER, BARCH, ARIBA, adequately catered for. It is also necessary to create the opportunity 
DIP.TP, for public transport to be an effective challenge to the ever-increasing 
central area officer use of the private car. 
The plan, therefore, proposes that the expanded and redeveloped 
ANTHONY S. TRAVIS, BA, AMTPI, shopping centre based on a new system of traffic-free pedestrian routes 
research officer should be served by underground and multi-storey car parks and be 


GEORGE ARMITAGE, AMICE, AMIMUN.E, 
traffic officer 
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enclosed by a system of urban motorways. 

This central motorway system is based 
yn the existing Tyne Bridge and a com- 
sletely new Redheugh Bridge for the 
,0rth-south traffic and two new motor- 
vays for the east-west traffic. These free 
iow roads are brought as close as possible 
» the centre so that they can distribute 
raffic as close as possible to its destina- 
on and so that long-term parkers and 
»ng-distance buses can get directly from 
1e motorway system into multi-storey 
ir parks and the three bus stations now 
roposed. Short-term parkers will be able 
» park even closer to their destinations 
nd parking meters will be used in some 

reets in the business area. In the shop- 

ng centre where very substantial altera- 
ons to the present pattern are intended, 
irs will be parked underneath the shops. 

Within the central motorway system, 
1e plan proposes a road pattern which 

ill stop all cross City Centre traffic. 

hree main circulation routes are to be 

ovided within the City Centre, all being 
planned around major pedestrian shopping 

- business areas. Buses will continue 

go through the Centre using these 
rculation roads and by using certain 

»ads reserved exclusively for them. 

As far as pedestrians are concerned, the 
ian is based on a new circulation pattern 
which will unify the old and the new 
parts of the centre. In the shopping 
centre, the plan proposes to lift the pedes- 
trian on to a deck built over the whole 
of the redeveloped part of the shopping 
area so that he can be free from the 
moving traffic which will be at ground and 
basement levels. Underneath this part 
of the shopping centre, and in a tunnel, 
will be part of the urban motorway 
system. 

The whole new system of pedestrian 
ways will be based on a plan providing 
variety and interest in height by having 
not only shopping frontages but also 
residential accommodation in the form of 
luxury flats and students’ hostels for the 
adjoining King’s College, planned directly 
above the shops but again with their own 
circulation pattern formed on the roof 
tops. 

Newcastle has been tending to drift 
away from the river in the past but the 
plan now proposes that the river should 
be brought once again into the total City 
Centre activities. 





Architect-designed Speculative Housing 
Sark-road, Manchester 


DESIGN PARTNERSHIP (GRENFELL BAINES & HARGREAVES), consulting 
architects 
HAMPSON & KEMP LTD., builder-developers 


THE FIRST of a range of houses erected by a firm of Chorlton-cum-Hardy 
estate developers in consultation with a Preston firm of architects, was 
opened on March 30. This house is the first of 30 to be built on a site 
in Sark-road, Manchester, and will be the forerunner of other schemes 
in other parts of the country, all under the group term ‘ Panorama,’ 
and priced from £2,300 to £3,000. 


Use of electric heating has enabled the designer (Mr. Keith Ingham, 
ARIBA, of Design Partnership, of Preston) to plan without a hall 
entrance, the front door preceded by a good-sized porch opening 
direct into the lounge-living room. A staircase leads direct from the 
lounge to the first floor. Apart from the pantry, the remainder of the 
ground floor contains the kitchen-dining area which runs the full length 
of the rear; dining and kitchen are separated by a two-way cupboard 
unit, The kitchen is well fitted-out. The three bedrooms are of 
generous proportions, and all have built-in wardrobes. The basic design 
provides for a car port. Buff facings are used, windows run the full 
extent of the house and areas between ground floor and bedroom 
windows are tile-hung or weatherboarded. The selling price of the 
house illustrated is £2,500. The developers, in conjunction with the 
consulting architects, will operate a national licensed builders’ scheme 
on the Panorama range by which accepted builders will receive sets 
of plans, lists of materials and costing estimates for use on acquired sites. 
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Retirement of Sir 


SIR FREDERIC J. OSBORN, as briefly re- 
ported in a recent issue, is retiring as 
chairman of the executive committee of 
the Town and Country Planning Asso- 
ciation—after 25 years in office. He will 
be succeeded by Mr. Peter Self, MA. At 
the 62nd annual meeting of the Associa- 
tion on April 6, Sir Frederic was nomi- 
nated as an additional Vice-President. 

Sir Frederic Osborn, says a statement 
issued by the TCPA, has been active in 
the Association since 1918, when his book 
‘New Towns After the War’ revitalised 
the new towns movement started by Sir 
Ebenezer Howard in 1898. He was asso- 
ciated with Howard in founding Welwyn 
Garden City in 1919, and was its estate 
manager until 1936. 

During his chairmanship, Sir Frederic 
has been the leading advocate of the 
Association’s policy of reducing conges- 
tion in great cities by dispersal of people 
and employment to new towns and coun- 
try town expansions, the reservation of 
green belts to halt suburban sprawl, and 
the redevelopment of cities to decent and 
efficient standards. Under Sir Frederic’s 
leadership the Association has been a 
major influence in changing national plan- 
ning policy. 

He served on the New Towns Com- 
mittee, which led to the New Towns 
Act of 1946, under which 15 new towns 
are being built and others are now to be 
started. 

He is widely known internationally 
through his writings, his study and lec- 
ture tours of most European countries, 
the Soviet Union and north and central 
America, and his position as honorary 
treasurer of the International Federation 
for Housing and Planning. 

Sir Frederic is an honorary member of 
the Town Planning Institute, the Ameri- 
can Institute of Planners and the Com- 
munity Planning Association of Canada; 
and Silver Medallist of the American 
Society of Planning Officials. 

Besides a great many articles and 
several booklets, his publications include 
‘Overture to Planning’ (1941), ‘ Plan- 
ning and the Countryside’ (1942), 
*Green-Belt Cities’ (1946), and a collec- 
tion of humorous verse, ‘Can Man Plan’ 
(1959). He has also frequently broad- 
cast on planning subjects. 

He was knighted in 1956 for his ser- 
vices in connection with planning and 
housing policies. 

He will continue as honorary editor 
of ‘Town and Country Planning,’ the 
Association’s monthly journal. He is now 
completing a book on the New Towns, 
and in May will lead an Association study 
tour to Czechoslovakia. 


The New Chairman 


Mr. Peter Self, who succeeds Sir 
Frederic, is Lecturer in Public Adminis- 
tration at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science. His 


book, ‘ Cities in Flood,’ published in 1957, 
has had considerable influence on plan- 
ning policies at home and abroad. He has 





Town and Country Planning Association 


Frederic Osborn 


been Vice-Chairman of the Association’s 
Executive for seven years, and in that 
time has become well known for his many 
valuable contributions to the study and 
formulation of planning policy. He has 
spoken at many large conferences 
arranged by the Association and other 
bodies, and took a leading part in the 
preparation of a new and important state- 
ment on the planning of the London 
region and south-east England that has 
just been issued by the Association. 


The Annual Report 


THE 62ND ANNUAL REPORT of the Town 
and Country Planning Association, which 
was presented at the annual general meet- 
ing on April 6, says that ‘ renewed con- 
sideration needs to be given to the ques- 
tion of land values as affected by plan- 
ning. The fact that planning decisions 
can selectively enrich some among many 
owners creates a sense of injustice 
between private persons, while a sense 
of injustice to the public is aroused in 
view of the large sums of compensation 
that have been paid for prohibitions of 
development. There is also an obvious 
danger of administrative corruption.’ 

Lord Salter, President of the Associa- 
tion, presided at the annual meeting, and 
Sir Frederic Osborn presented the annual 
report on behalf of the Executive. 

The report stresses the need for ‘a 
more thorough-going dispersal policy as 
the condition of the proper renewal of 
the fabric of the older towns. The case 
for this has been intensified in scale and 
urgency by recent estimates of the growth 
of population in the next 20 years and 
thereafter.’ 

The Executive Committee is undertak- 
ing studies of the country’s principal 
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urban regions. These will estimate the 
amount of ‘ overspill’ and suggest sites 
for new towns and town expansions. 


Redevelopment, too, calls for better 
co-ordination of public and private 
action. ‘Piecemeal building on small 
plots is producing conspicuously bad re- 
sults.” ‘ The time seems ripe for a more 
general application of the principle of uni- 
fication of town sites under public or 
trust ownership coupled with grants of 
leaseholds to private enterprise.’ 


The report also urges fuller co-ordina- 
tion of the policies of Government depart- 
ments concerned with planning, hous- 
ing, employment location, agriculture and 
transport. 


‘It seems inescapable that Govern- 
ments must exercise much control over 
the siting of employment establishments, 
leaving as much freedom to private 
enterprise to choose locations as is con- 
sistent with such national necessities as 
the avoidance of over-concentration, and 
the economic strengthening of certain 
areas.’ 


Statement on the London Region 


IN A STATEMENT submitted on April 17 
to the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government the Association describes 
the problem and sets out its proposals for 
‘The London Region and the Develop- 
ment of South-East England—1961 to 
1981.’ The statement points out that the 
continuing growth and increasing 
dominance of the London region now 
represent the country’s most urgent plan- 
ning challenge. The specific problem, 
it is stated, is to plan the location and 
provision of homes, work places and 
all other facilities beyond the green belt 
for over a million people from Metro- 
politan London, Thirty towns are listed 
as meriting serious consideration for 
expansion by amounts between 10,000 
and 100,000. 


Deptford Redevelopment 
A Planning Exhibition 


ON APRIL 5 there opened at Deptford 
Town Hall an exhibition which gives local 
residents a preview of a major scheme of 
comprehensive redevelopment which is 
being worked out in the architect’s 
department of the London County Coun- 
cil for a 45-acre area stretching from 
Deptford Park to the Thames and includ- 
ing the Royal Victoria Yard (formerly the 
historic Naval Victualling Yard). Con- 
struction is scheduled to begin next year. 
The exhibition closed on April 15. 


While carefully preserving the nautical 
and rich historic associations of the area, 
the £4-£5 million scheme will incorporate 
such contemporary design principles as 
the separation of pedestrians from traffic. 
It will comprise 1,300 new homes (includ- 
ing three 24-storey, centrally-heated 
tower blocks), 124 acres of new open 
space (including a riverside strip to be 
laid out in a ‘ quayside’ character), new 
roads and eventually a new road bridge 
over the Surrey Canal, a new shopping 


centre, and a home for old people. 

A continuous eight-storey ‘city wall’ 
forms a horizontal contrast to the tower 
blocks and runs right through the site, 
providing a visual link between Deptford 
Park and the river. The tower blocks 
and the ‘city wall’ will contain a new 
type of ‘split-level’ flat, the design of 
which is now being developed. Tenants 
go either upstairs or (in alternate dwell- 
ings) downstairs to their bedrooms; bath- 
rooms are at an intermediate level. 

A new pedestrian way will bridge 
Evelyn-street and Grove-street and will 
link Deptford Park, the river front, a 
sports field and the shopping centre 
(which will be constructed above service 
yards and garages with access to roads). 
At least 50 per cent of the dwellings wil 
have garages or parking spaces, most of 
them in the ‘ city wall.’ 

The riverside open space will be Dep’*- 
ford’s first public access to the Thames 
for many years. 
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Investment in the Nationalised Industries 


Two Government White Papers 


BY OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT 


TWO GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPERS which 
have bearing on the investment pro- 
gramme in the public sector were pub- 
lished recently. The first, entitled ‘ The 
financial and economic obligations of the 
nationalised industries,’ which appeared 
on April 11, contains a review of the 
experience in applying the nationalising 
statutes along with suggestions for future 
interpretation framed after consultation 
with the various Boards. 

The White Paper says that the Govern- 
ment’s general policy is to ensure that 
the industries are organised and admini- 
stered_ efficiently and economically. 
Although they had obligations of a 
national and non-commercial kind they 
ought not to be regarded as social ser- 
vices absolved from economic and com- 
mercial justification. The review had 
been undertaken to clarify the position as 
a firmer foundation for future operations. 

The Government consider that in 
general the financial objective of the 
nationalised undertakings should be to 
ensure that over a five-year period sur- 
pluses on revenue account should be at 
least sufficient to cover deficit on revenue 
account. 

On capital account, existing procedures 
concerning investment and borrowing 
would continue. Under these the 
Government will discuss development 


Commonwealth 


plans for five years ahead, will fix annually 
an upper limit for investment spending 
for two years, will approve borrowings on 
the basis of annual estimates and will re- 
quire to be informed of new proposals 
expected to yield a low return. 

The Government’s two interests here 
are in keeping public sector investment 
within the nation’s resources, and pro- 
viding public capital. Recognising the 
force of arguments in favour of under- 
takings going to the market, the Govern- 
ment sees no possibility of an early move 
in this direction. ‘ The amounts of money 
needed are much too large to be raised 
in the open market without Government 
support and the industries are, of neces- 
sity, closely associated in the public mind 
with the Government, so that it would be 
difficult for the market to regard them as 
independent financial concerns.’ 

The above procedures on revenue and 
capital account will apply as long as per- 
formance and prospects are satisfactory. 
In other cases the Government would 
take a closer interest and—through the 
Minister—require plans to improve the 
situation. 

This change of procedure will be 
undertaken by administrative action. 
There are plans for freer price-fixing but 
to the extent that commercially unprofit- 
able activities are imposed on a Board, 


Training Week 


Prince Philip's Busy Programme 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 


AT the end of May, Commonwealth Tech- 
nical Training Week begins in Britain and 
many other parts of the Commonwealth. 
The idea, which came from Prince Philip 
after he saw a similar scheme in opera- 
tion in Australia, is to stress the impor- 
tance of vocational training for young 
people, whatever job they are going in 
for. 

Despite the use of the word ‘techni- 
cal’ in the official title, it is not confined 
to apprentices, apprenticeship schemes or 
industrial training. Neither is it a cam- 
paign to encourage skilled workers to 
emigrate, nor a labour recruitment drive. 
It embraces all forms of vocational train- 
ing and education, including agriculture, 
commerce and the professions. 

The plan—which is quite breathtaking 
in its concept—is to make the entire Com- 
monwealth aware of our joint responsi- 
bility towards the young man or woman 
trying to find a niche in life. Each of the 
37 Commonwealth countries, including 
Britain, taking part in the Week is respon- 
sible for its own arrangements. Some, 
in very hot climates, are holding their 
Training Week activities earlier than the 
generally agreed period of May 29 to 
June 4. In Britain, Prince Philip asked 


the City and Guilds of London Institute 
—of which he is President—to be an 
over-seeing, co-ordinating body. 

Detailed organising of the Week in the 
United Kingdom is in the hands of local 
authorities. Almost all county councils 
and county boroughs have asked their 
education committees to be responsible. 
The actual arrangements are in general 
being made by youth employment com- 
mittees or technical colleges. 


Starting with an inauguration cere- 
mony in London’s Guildhall, Prince 
Philip is giving all his time during the 
Week. His crammed schedule will be 
made practicable only by extensive use 
of aeroplane and helicopter. He will be 
visiting Belfast, Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
Birmingham and Cardiff, darting back to 
London for a Commonwealth apprentices’ 
service at St. Paul’s Cathedral on June 1. 


Throughout Britain there will be civic 
functions, careers exhibitions and con- 
ventions, open days at colleges and big 
industrial concerns, exhibitions of work, 
prize-givings, sport and social func- 
tions, shop window displays, film shows 
and lunch receptions to outstanding 
youngsters. 
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it would be entitled to ask for an adjust- 
ment of its financial objectives, 

Each industry will be set a financial 
target to achieve in the next five years 
and there will be an opportunity for 
review each year. This review will give 
an opportunity for discussions between 
the Government and each board on the 
general lines of its development and capi- 
tal expenditure for five years ahead. 

The second White Paper, published on 
April 12, sets out in greater detail 
than hitherto how the investment of 
the nationalised industries is being 
financed. But besides the nationalised 
industries, the paper covers loans to 
local authorities, other public bodies, 
private industry and overseas assistance. 
The nationalised industries are expected 
to borrow nearly 46 per cent of their 
capital requirements from the Exchequer 
in the current year. Loans to other public 
bodies as well as those to private insti- 
tutions, like building societies, are fore- 
casted to rise. 


Offices for Nationalised 
Bodies 


Croydon Seeks to Limit Assignments 
that Cause Loss of Rate Income 


THE QUESTION of whether or not it would 
have been practicable to include in the 
Corporation’s leases for redevelopment in 
George-street a provision prohibiting 
assignments or underleases to nationalised 
bodies whose occupation of offices brings 
in no rate income has been discussed by 
Croydon Parliamentary Committee. 

The committee, in a report to council, 
say they are advised that: 

(a) on a matter involving such an 
important question of policy a prohibi- 
tion of this controversial nature would 
not be imposed without precise 
instructions from the council; more- 
over, a provision like this might be 
contested as contrary to public 
policy; 

(b) it must be a matter of opinion 
whether experienced developers would 
accept a prohibition of this nature: it 
would adversely restrict the demand 
for accommodation, and if imposed 
might reduce the rent developers 
would pay to the Corporation; 

(c) even if a covenant in these terms 
could be enforced against the original 
lessee, it would not be enforceable 
against a person taking an assignment; 

(d) if an assignment or underletting 
were forbidden except with the Cor- 
poration’s consent, refusal to consent 
to an assignment or underletting to 
a nationalised undertaking would 
probably be regarded by the Court as 
an unreasonable withholding of con- 
sent. Refusal of consent must relate 
to the premises or to the character of 
the tenant, and not be designed merely 
to seek some advantage for the land- 
lord (the Corporation). 

The report says a further approach has 
been made to Members of Parliament re- 
questing them to secure an amendment 
of the Rating and Valuation Bill to pro- 
vide for the separate rating of offices 
occupied by the nationalised industries. 





Functions of the Builders’ Merchant 


Dissemination of Technical Information 


THE IMPORTANT part that builders’ mer- 
chants could play in the national economy 
was referred to by the Minister of Works, 
LORD JOHN HOPE, MP, when he spoke at 
the first council luncheon of the newly 
formed National Federation of Builders’ 
and Plumbers’ Merchants, held in London 
on April 12. The task of the merchants, 
he said, was to form a channel between 
the producers and the many thousands of 
firms that comprised the building 
industry, and he thought that the func- 
tions of this channel could be considered 
under two headings. The first was to pro- 
vide the right quantity of materials at the 
right time at the right price and the 
second was to encourage by information 
and advice improved methods of meeting 
builders’ requirements. 

‘You will have seen the economic 
survey which was published as a White 
Paper last week,’ the Minister continued, 
‘and you will have noted that the demand 
on the investment industries in 1961 is 
expected to be even heavier than in 1960. 
I think you can feel some confidence that 
as far ahead as can be seen your problems 
will be in obtaining all the supplies you 
require rather than in disposing of your 
stocks. I would only add to this that 
the brickmaking industry have expanded 
their capacity and should be capable of 
an even larger output in 1961 than in 
1960. So should the block manufacturers. 


Increased supplies of cement will also be 
available. 

‘In such a period of vigorous demand 
the principal anxiety before us all must 
be the danger of an inflationary rise in 
costs and prices. I remain convinced that 
the firm price tendering arrangements 
adopted by public bodies for building and 
civil engineering contracts (and widely 
followed by other building owners) are a 
valuable protection against inflation. I 
am aware of the strains and difficulties 
which this can involve, especially where 
building owners fail to meet their part of 
the bargain by full advance planning, and 
I know what a valuable contribution to 
price stability has been made in many 
cases by building materials suppliers. I 
do hope you will all continue to do every- 
thing you can to help in this way. 


Dissemination of Technical Data 


‘The second way in which I suggested 
your members have an important part to 
play, Mr. President, is by the dissemina- 
tion of technical information and advice 
on building materials and fitments. It is 
obviously impossible for the principal of 
a small building firm to keep himself fully 
informed about all developments in 
materials and components. Both in the 
dissemination of trade literature and in 
the discussion of his problems with him 
you have an opportunity to help here in 


Failure to Attract Tenders 


Portsmouth Corporation writes to National Contractors 


PORTSMOUTH CITY COUNCIL’s health and 
housing committee has instructed the 
deputy city architect (Mr. J. V. Quarmby) 
to write to a number of national building 
contractors to ask them why they are 
not tendering for corporation contracts. 

During a debate on a report by the 
city architect (Mr. F. Mellor), in which 
the latter referred to the possibility of 
grouping small contracts to form one 
big one, reference was made to the high 
cost of building in the city. 

In his report, MR. MELLOR said: * It has 
been found in the past that the appren- 
ticeship clause had some limiting effect 
on tenders from firms outside the city, 
and it would probably facilitate a larger 
number of tenders being received if con- 
sideration is given to this clause, adopted 
by the City Council in 1950.’ 


Wider Range of Tenders 

‘It is unlikely,” he continued, ‘ that 
prices from firms carrying an appropriate 
percentage of apprentices at present 
would any immediate reductions, 
and the sole object would be to attract 
a wider range of tenders.” Mr. Mellor’s 
report referred also to the high level of 
employment in the building industry, and 
said larger contracts would be subject 
) fluctuation clauses. 

CLLR. A. G. ASQUITH-LEESON said the 
apprenticeship clause more or less gave 


pPprel 
a ‘aieniiele of house building to local 
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builders. ‘I think it has cost this city 
many thousands of pounds because many 
national firms do not bother to tender 
because they do not conform to our 
apprenticeship clause. I feel the commit- 
tee will have to reconsider the clause. I 
am all for it because I think it an excel- 
lent thing, but, at the moment, we are 
not getting competitive tenders.’ 

MR. QUARMBY Said that in 1950, before 
the clause was adopted, there were, on 
an average, ten tenders for each con- 
tract. In 1951, there were five, and in 
1957, nine. Last year, out of 42 con- 
tracts, the average number of tenders was 
four. ‘In my view,’ he said, ‘ that is not 
the result of the apprenticeship clause, 
but is due to full employment.’ 

Several members agreed that the 
reason that the big companies did not 
tender was because they were over- 
loaded with work, but it was decided to 
ask a number of companies for their 
reason on the suggestion of CLLR. DR. M. 
BRESLER, who said: ‘All the big com- 
panies employ apprentices because they 
realise that the future of the industry 
rests on the persons they train. The 
trouble with the building industry in 
Portsmouth is that it is not efficient. The 
smaller builders know that they can be 
as inefficient as they like, and the 
customer will pay.. They have only to 
put in a tender and add on 15, 20 or 30 
per cent for themselves and they are in.’ 
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which I know that you personally, Mr. 
President, have taken a great interest.’ 

Lord John Hope added that there were 
improved materials in which he was 
interested because they provided an 
opportunity to reduce building costs—the 
V5 hollow brick was one of these, and 
he was also very much concerned about 
the distribution of technical information 
to the building industry, particularly to 
the smaller firms. 


The Association’s president, Mr. K. J. 
Fisher (Cheltenham) was in the chair. 
The White Paper referred to by the 
Minister is summarised on page 757. 


Cricket 
RIBA Club Fixtures 


FOLLOWING are the fixtures of the RIBA 
Cricket Club: 


ye May 10 vv. 
m.). 

Wed. <= 24 v. AA Elstree (2 p.m.). 

Wed. July 5 v. Blue Circle Home (11.30). 

Wed. July 26 v. RICS Cheam (11.30). 

Wed. Aug. 23 v. CCC Wimbledon (11.30). 

Wed. Sep. 6 v. LMBA Home (11.30). 


The Club has arranged a party for 
Friday, April 21, at the Architectural 
Association, Bedford-square, WCl, at 
6.30 p.m. The charge will be 7s. 6d. per 
person, and wine and beer will be served 
until funds run out, after which members 
will pay for further refreshment. Notifi- 
cation of intention to be present should 
go to Derek L. Robinson, ARIBA, hon. 
Secretary, 3 Westhay-gardens, East 
Sheen, SW14, who will also be glad to 
hear from RIBA members who play 
cricket. 


Vitruvians Elstree 


RICS Club Fixtures 


FOLLOWING are the fixtures of the RICS 
Cricket Club: 
Wed. May 17 v. CCC President’s XI 
Catford. 

Wed. May 31 v. LMBA Earlsfield. 

Wed. June 21 v. Vitruvians Ealing. 

Wed. July 19 v. Chartered Auctioneers 

Hampstead. 

Wed. July 26 v. RIBA Cheam. 

All matches begin at 11.30 a.m. 

The hon. Secretary is Douglas Gray, 
c/o Ernest Owers & Williams, West 
Hampstead (Tube) Station, NW6, who 
would like to hear from Chartered Sur- 
veyors who would like to play in matches. 


Vitruvians XI 


FOLLOWING are the fixtures of 

Vitruvians (technical Press) Club: 
Wed. May 10 v. RIBA Elstree (2 “sq 
Wed. May 17 v. AA Elstree (2 p.m.) 
Thurs. June 8 v. NFBTE XI Ealing (11. 30). 
Wed. June 21 v. RICS Ealing (11.30). 


The hon. Secretary is Robin Mudie, 9 
Queen Anne’s-gate, SW1. 


LMBA Cricket Club 


FOLLOWING are the 1961 fixtures: 
Tues. May 16 v. BID Bromley 
Wed. May 31 v. RICS Earlsfield 
Fri. June 16 v. Blue Circle Bromley 
Wed. July 26 v. LCC Architects Earlsfield 
Wed. Sept. 6 v. RIBA Bromley 


Mr. R. F. Mansell is President, C. H. P. 
Trollope captain, A. Hart vice-captain 
and J. D. Long hon. Secretary. Mr. Long 
would like to hear from LMBA members, 
playing and non-playing, who would like 
to join. His address is 47 Bedford- 
square, WCIl. 


the 
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A Builder’s Anniversary 
Mr. H. J. Falkus’s 70th Birthday 


From Our Own Representative 


OVER ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY of the 
executives and workmen of the City firm 
of builders, Falkus Bros. Ltd., met in 
Fanmakers’ Hall, Bishopsgate, on April 
10 to do honour to the managing director, 
Mr. H. J. Falkus, FIOB, on his 70th 
birthday. Presentations were made to 
Mr. and Mrs. Falkus on behalf of the 
office staff and the foremen and opera- 
tives employed by the company—these 
taking the form of a handsome clock 
(from the foremen and operatives) and of 
a Georgian silver tea set (from the direc- 
tors and office staff). 

A number of the staff spoke, and it was 
MR, P. J. RATCLIFFE, perhaps, who voiced 
what was very obviously the general feel- 
ing when he said that Mr. Falkus, by his 
courage and hard work, had made a posi- 
tion for himself in the building industry 
that matched his high character. He had 
put something of himself into the helping 
of others—especially in his life-long work 
for apprentices. MR. H. CHURCHILL spoke 
of the continuity of employment the firm 
had offered for so long (‘ there must be 
130 men who have had regular employ- 
ment for many years’) and said that pros- 


Repair of Ancient 
Buildings 


The SPAB Annual Course 


rHE Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings is in May again providing facili- 
ties for architects and surveyors interested 
in and responsible for old buildings to 
obtain knowledge of its principles and 
methods of repair, and is arranging its 
annual course, consisting of lectures, dis- 
cussions and visits, to cover the many 
important aspects of repair work. 
Although the course is primarily for 
architects, surveyors, clerks of works and 
builders, anyone particularly interested 
in the maintenance of old buildings will 
be welcome. 

The Society is anxious that there 
should be an understanding, not only in 
traditional constructional methods, but 
also in the principles underlying the sym- 
pathetic and conservative treatment of 
ld buildings, whether ecclesiastical or 
secular. In view of the specialist nature 
of work of this character, the Society 
believes that the opportunity to study at 
first hand some of the problems which 
arise will be helpful to architects 
nterested in this subject. 

It is hoped that local authorities and 
1thers who have buildings in their care, 
vr have dealings with them, will be able 
o give facilities to the architect mem- 
bers of their staff to take advantage of 
his scheme. 

The Society instituted this specialised 
ourse in 1951, and it has been held 
mnually since then. Over the period, 
nore than 200 architects have had the 
pportunity of seeing how the problems 
f repairs are met, and many hundreds 
f miles have been travelled to various 
arts of the country to see the particular 


pects looked bright. ‘I advise all fore- 
men to keep the name boards polished 
up’ he said, amid laughter. 

Responding to the speakers, MR. FALKUS 
spoke of his early days in the industry, 
when he carried a paperhanger’s trestle 
and hung paper then priced at 24d. a 
piece, and expressed his thanks and affec- 
tion for the employees who had always 
worked so hard and faithfully for the 
common good of the firm. Something 
had been said of what he had tried to do 
for apprentices but much of the real work 
had been done by the foremen, like Mr. 
Ratcliffe, and by senior executives such as 
Mr. S. W. Smith, whose interest in their 
progress was very real. He himself did 
not intend to retire until he felt no longer 
like work which, he thought, would not 
be for some time to come. 

The entire company drank a toast to 
Mr. Falkus and his wife, who responded. 
A birthday cake was then cut. 

The business was started in 1919 by 
Mr. Falkus and his brother Mr. H. E. 
Falkus, and became a limited company in 
1925. Mr. H. E. Falkus retired in 1947 
and Mrs. H. J. Falkus has taken an active 
part in the business since 1922 and has 


jobs in progress. It is on the practical 
aspect of the Course that the Society lays 
emphasis. 

The course will be held from Monday 
to Saturday, May 1 to 6, and the Society 
invites those who are interested to apply 
for further details to the Secretary at 
55 Great Ormond-street, London, WCl. 


Courses in Surveying and 
Timber Structures 
Short Summer Sessions 


THE DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND STRUC- 
TURAL ENGINEERING at the South East 
London’ Technical College, Worsley 
Bridge-road, Lower Sydenham, London, 
SE26, is offering the following short 
courses during the summer session, 1960: 


Practical Surveying (Elementary).— 
Eight weekly lectures and practical work 
to be held on Mondays, commencing on 
May 1. The work will include simple 
chain surveys, setting-out and the use of 
the dumpy level. Fee 12s. 


Practical Surveying (Advanced).—Eight 
weekly lectures and practical work to be 
held on Thursdays, commencing on May 
4. This course is intended for those 
students who have completed an 
elementary course. The instruction will 
include the use of the theodolite. Fee £1. 


Design of Timber Structures.—A course 
of eight special lectures of an advanced 
nature intended for those who have 
already covered ‘Theory of Structures’ 
and wish to study the design of modern 
timber structures. This course will com- 
mence on May 3. Fee £l. 


Enrolments for the courses are to be 
taken at the Department on April 20 and 
21 or by post prior to these dates. 


Mr. H. J. Falkus at his 70th birthday party 


been a director for a number of years. 
Several other members of the family, in- 
cluding Mr. Gordon Falkus, are directors, 
and a grandson still at school hopes to 
enter the business which has always been 
very much of a family concern. 


‘Brick Shortage is Over’ 
Views of Brickmakers’ President 


“THE BRICK SHORTAGE is over,’ declared 
MR. G. A. C. BENNETT, President of the 
South-Eastern Brick and Tile Federation, 
speaking at the annual dinner of the 
Sussex section at the Dudley Hotel, Hove. 

Last year, said Mr. Bennett, the prob- 
lem had been worsened by Panic-stacking, 
but this year builders were using more 
common sense and things were moving 
along ‘ reasonably smoothly.’ 

Said MR. A. J. C. WATTS, chairman of the 
Sussex section: ‘There is no brick 
shortage and there is not likely to be one. 
The brick industry is keyed-up to produce 
the maximum.’ 


Books Received 


*»* Books noted in these columns may 

be obtained on application to the Book 

Dept., ‘ The Builder,’ 4 Catherine-street, 

Aldwych, WC2. Cash (to include postage 

on books to the value of 10s., 9d.; over 

10s., 1s. 6d.) should accompany the order. 

FOUNDATION FAILURES. By C. Szechy. 
(London: Concrete Publications Ltd.) 
Price 20s. 

4 GUIDE TO THE BS CODE OF PRACTICE FOR 
PRESTRESSED CONCRETE. By F. Walley. 
(London: Concrete Publications Ltd.) 
Price 12s. 6d. 

HIRE PURCHASE IN A FREE SOCIETY, 3rd Ed. 
By Ralph Harris, Margot Naylor and 
Arthur Seldon. (London: Hutchinson 
& Co. (Publishers) Ltd.) Price 30s. 

OFFICIAL ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING 
YEAR BOOK, 1961. Edited by Robert 
McKown. (London: Anstey Press Ltd.) 
Price 15s. 

PHOTOGRAPHY & ARCHITECTURE. By Eric 
de Maré. (London: The Architectural 
Press.) Price 50s. 








From Our Own 


Ready-mixed Concrete 
Monopoly Alleged 


COMPLAINTS of monopoly practice in the 
supply of ready-mixed concrete were made 
by Labour MPs on April 11, when Parlia- 
ment reassembled after the short Easter 
recess. 

DR. STROSS asked the President of the 
Board of Trade whether he was aware 
that when ready-mixed concrete was re- 
quired in North Staffordshire only one 
firm tendered, and in view of this evi- 
dence of monopoly practice, if he would 
refer the matter to the Monopolies Com- 
mission. 

MR. NIALL MACPHEBSON, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Board of Trade, replied: ‘On 
the information before him, the President 
sees no reason to believe that the absence 
of other tenders is due to anything more 
than normal commercial considerations 
on the part of other potential suppliers.’ 

At this pr. stross asked if it was 
accepted that there should never be any 
competition in this sphere. Was the 
Minister content that these firms should 
parcel out each territory like cock robins 
in a wood and that ‘we should have to 
pay for it’? How many local authorities 
had protested? 

MR. MACPHERSON said that if Dr. Stross 
had any information that the territory 
had been parcelled out as he had 
suggested, he should bring that to the 
attention of the Registrar of the Restric- 
tive Practices Court. This was not a 
monopoly matter; there was no evidence 
of monopoly here. 

MRS. SLATER contended that it was quite 
obvious that every local authority was 
held at the point of a pistol by the action 
of these concrete firms which put exactly 
the same price in their tenders. 

The PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY Said that 
if it was the case that all firms tendered 
the same price and if that was the result 
of some agreement, that was a matter 
which should be brought to the attention 
of the Restrictive Practices Court. 

MR. JAY pointed out that the cement 
industry had recently come before the 
Restrictive Practices Court and there was 
no denial whatever that there was a price 
ring. MR. MACPHERSON agreed there was 
no denial about the cement industry, but 
he reminded questioners that they were 
not here dealing with that industry. 

However, DR. stTRoss then asked if the 
President of the Board of Trade was 
aware that tenders received by the council 
of Stoke-on-Trent for cement, macadam 
and electric lamps were often identical in 
price and whether in view of this further 
evidence of monopoly practice he would 
refer these matters to the Monopolies 
Commission. 

MR. MACPHERSON: ‘The information 
which Dr. Stross has sent to the President 
shows that tenders recently received by 
the council for these goods were identical 
in some cases, but not in all. As regards 
the second part of the question, agree- 
ments between manufacturers of cement 








The Week in Parliament 


Correspondent 


tical tendering are matters for the Restric- 
tive Practices Court, and the Court has 
recently found an agreement on cement 
to be consistent with the public interest.’ 

Commenting ‘ It does not seem that we 
are to get any satisfaction out of the 
Parliamentary Secretary,’ DR. STROSS gave 
notice he would raise the matter again. 

MRS. SLATER aSked the Minister of 
Transport on April 12, what estimate he 
had made of the extra cost of road 
making resulting from the identical ten- 
dering of firms to local authorities for 
materials needed in this work. 

MR. ERNEST MARPLES: ‘I _ have 
received no representations on this 
score, nor have I any evidence that any 
measurable increase in construction 
costs arises in this way.’ 


Export Credits for Large 
Capital Projects 
IMPROVEMENTS in the facilities offered by 
the Export Credit Guarantee Department 
announced in the Commons on April 12 
by MR. REGINALD MAUDLING, President 
of the Board of Trade, are designed, 
among other things, to assist the export 
of large capital projects costing over 
£2m. and including such schemes as 
power stations, steel mills, pipe lines and 
industrial plant. MPs of all parties 
warmly welcomed Mr. Maudling’s state- 
ment although the Opposition claimed 
they suggested this move two years ago. 

The most important of three new ser- 
vices which the ECGD is introducing 
concerns a new system of guaranteeing 
loans made for periods longer than five 
years by financial institutions in the 
City of London to creditworthy over- 
seas purchasers. Where the City has not 
been able to provide the finance, the 
Government will provide finances 
through Exchequer loans under the Ex- 
port Guarantees Acts but this will only 
be done, it is understood, in highly 
exceptional cases, Another new guaran- 
tee which has been introduced is 
designed to encourage exports by small 
firms. 

Mr. Maudling said he was taking every 
possible step to make the new facilities 
known to existing and potential ex- 
porters. He explained the facilities 
would apply to all countries where the 
department was offering cover, including 
Communist block countries. He dis- 
missed some reports in newspapers that 
Britain was losing large contracts to the 
French as ‘ quite inaccurate.’ 


The Prison Building 
Programme 

DEBATES on the Criminal Justice Bill 
afforded MR. R. A. BUTLER, the Home 
Secretary, an opportunity to comment on 
the shaping of the building programmes 
for prisons, detention centres and remand 
centres, some estimates of which were 
detailed in ‘ The Builder’ of March 31. 

He had news about the remand centre 
programme which, he conceded, had not 
gone forward as quickly as it should have 
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done owing to the drive for new prisons 
and detention centres. Mr. Butler 
(speaking on April 12) said that during the 
next month he would be laying the 
foundation stone for the new prison at 
Blundeston, the most up-to-date prison in 
the world. Insufficient priority had been 
given to remand centres, but with the aid 
of the Prison Commissioners, they had 
now framed a complete programme for 
them. 

Not only were they proceeding with 
Risley, which was to remain an all-purpose 
adult and juvenile centre—this also would 
be one of the most up-to-date buildings 
of its type in the world and it was going 
ahead apace—but they had decided to 
provide in the first place centres for young 
offenders only. The first, covering the 
London area, would be opened at Ash- 
ford, Middlesex. A further seven centres 
would be required. Sites for all were in 
view, five on Prison Commission property 
and two on other Government land. 

This building programme could not be 
completed in less than three years because 
of the time it took to prepare contracts 
for the work and everything else. Three 
centres would adjoin, but be entirely 
segregated from, prisons. In the other 
four cases it was intended to site and 
design the centres in such a way that they 
could be extended later for adult 
offenders if that was thought desirable. 
The centres would be in Middlesex, 
Lancashire, near Durham, Leeds, Birming- 
ham, Bristol, Exeter and Cardiff. 


Other Business 


Cement Supplies, Manchester 


MR. W. R. WILLIAMS asked the Minister 
of Works on April 11, whether he was 
aware that builders and contractors in 
the Manchester area were experiencing 
difficulties in obtaining the supplies of 
cement required for essential building 
purposes; and what action he proposed 
to take to remedy the position and to 
ensure proper distribution. 

LORD JOHN HOPE: ‘No difficulties in 
obtaining cement have been brought to 
my notice. Dry weather in the Man- 
chester area has increased demand, but 
I understand that the cement industry is 
aware of this, and is taking steps to meet 
it.’ 

MR. WILLIAMS said that on a number 
of occasions in recent months it had been 
necessary to obtain supplies from the 
London area at an increased cost of £2 
per ton. Did not the Minister think that 
this was evidence of unequal distribution 
of cement where it was already available? 

LORD JOHN HOPE said he would be grate- 
ful for definite examples of what Mr. 
Williams said had happened. In the 
North-West area in February of this year 
deliveries of cement were four per cent 
higher than they were in February of last 
year. 


Colliery Spoil Heaps 

MR. ROY MASON asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government whether 
he had now received information from 
all areas regarding their intentions to 
beautify colliery spoil heaps; by what 
means, and to what extent, each area had 
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indicated its intentions for the future; 
and what further assistance he was giving 
to local authorities in coalmining areas to 
enable them to tackle this problem. 

MR. HENRY BROOKE wrote in reply on 
April 11: ‘I have received reports from 
local planning authorities about action 
taken in response to circular No. 26/59. 
These show that works for improving the 
appearance of colliery spoil heaps, such as 
grass seeding, tree planting and grading, 
have been or will be carried out in 
Cumberland, Durham, Lancashire, 
Northumberland and the West Riding. 
Discussions in the light of the circular 
have also been held with the National 
Coal Board by the following planning 
authorities: Kent, Leicestershire, Mon- 
mouthshire, Salop, Somerset, Warwick- 
shire, Burnley and Stoke-on-Trent. It 
seems likely that in a number of these 
areas works of improvement will follow. 
In the course of their replies local plan- 
ning authorities have also informed me 
of other schemes of.improvement which 
are being carried out by the National Coal 
Board under arrangements outside the 
scope of the circular, and of schemes for 
tree planting and reclamation which have 
been or are being undertaken in a number 
of areas by the authorities themselves. As 
regards further assistance to local authori- 
ties, my Department is always ready with 
advice on how the problem might be 
tackled in particular cases.’ 


Channel Tunnel Policy 


Parliament still awaits a statement of 
Government policy on the building of a 
Channel tunnel, and questions to MR. 
ERNEST MARPLES, Minister of Transport, 
on April 11 produced no indication of 
when a statement is likely to be made. He 
merely said the matter continued ‘ under 
close study.’ He admitted there were 
many angles to ‘this very controversial 
problem.’ Some people thought there 
should not be a tunnel. Some thought 
there should be a bridge. Some thought 
there should be shipping. 

However he gave an assurance that the 
French and British Governments were in 
close touch. It was only right and proper 
that they should consult the French 
Government because the tunnel could not 
be built without their agreeing to it. 


Use of Construction Equipment 


MR. SIMON WINGFIELD DIGBY asked the 
Minister of Transport, on April 12, 
whether the equipment for building 
motorways was fully employed; and what 
additional expenditure would be required 
to keep it fully employed during the 
coming financial year, 

MR. ERNEST MARPLES wrote: ‘ Equip- 
ment used for motorways can be used not 
only for other road works but also for 
other kinds of civil engineering construc- 
ion. Its employment cannot therefore 
be directly related to Government or local 
uthority investment in road building.’ 


Registration of Estate Agents 


Introduction of legislation by the Home 
Secretary to make compulsory the 


registration of estate agents was re- 
juested on April 13 by MR. w. R. WILLIAMS 
) ‘protect the public against exploita- 


tion by unscrupulous agents.’ But MR. 
DENNIS VOSPER, Minister of State, Home 
Office said the Home Secretary had 
received no representations from the pro- 
fessional bodies concerned. It was under- 
stood that negotiations were proceeding 
among them and the Home Secretary 
would prefer to await their result. 


Finance for National Theatre 


MR, GEORGE JEGER aSked the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, on April 13, whether 
he had had further discussions with the 
London County Council about the 
National Theatre; and whether he would 
make a statement on the present posi- 
tion of the £1,000,000 fund set aside in 
1949 for the building of a new theatre. 

SIR EDWARD BOYLE, Financial Secre- 
tary: ‘Discussions on this, matter have 
had to yield precedence to preparation of 
the Budget. As regards the second part 
of the question, there has never been a 
separate fund. The 1949 Act empowered 
the Treasury to contribute funds not 
exceeding £lm. out of moneys provided 
by Parliament, and Parliament has not 
been asked to provide the moneys.’ 

Replying further he told the House 
that he did not think that the Govern- 
ment would be likely to depart from 
their view that the first priority was 
increased support to existing institutions. 
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Oxfordshire Ironstone Inquiry 


The LORD CHANCELLOR stated in a 
lengthy written reply on April 13 that 
in his view the procedure followed at the 
public inquiry into the proposals for 
ironstone working in North Oxfordshire 
was in full accordance with the policy 
adopted by the Government following on 
the recommendations made by the 
Franks Committee. ‘I do not consider 
that any circumstances have been dis- 
closed which would justify a reference to 
the Council on Tribunals,’ said Viscount 
Kilmuir. 


Traffic Segregation Experiments 


Work on the preparation of experi- 
ments upon the segregation of pedes- 
trians and traffic is proceeding, indicated 
LORD CHESHAM, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Transport, in the Lords on 
April 13 when he moved the second read- 
ing of the Road Traffic Bill, He was 
reluctant to say much about this as they 
were proposing to discuss the experi- 
ments with the local authorities con- 
cerned before long, except that they 
could be important. The results, he 
said, might well lead to measures of 
segregation being applied in crowded 
areas where vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic were both very heavy. 


The Budget 


Proposals Designed to Counter Inflation 


A PAYROLL TAX, to be introduced if and 
when required, some measures to deal 
with business expenses on cars, an in- 
crease in vehicle excise licences on pri- 
vate cars and commercial vehicles, 2d. a 
gallon on heavy oil for road transport 
and certain changes in surtax. These 
were some of the proposals contained in 
the Budget statement in the Commons on 
Tuesday by MR. SELWYN LLOYD, Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer. 

During his Budget speech, Mr. Lloyd 
commented that public expenditure must 
not be allowed to outrun the prospective 
growth of their resources. They must 
see they got priorities as nearly right as 
they could both in the public sector and 
between the public and private sectors. 
He had recently set in hand a study of 
the whole problem of public expenditure 
in relation to the prospective future 
growth of resources for a period of five 
years ahead. As a whole fixed invest- 
ment was running eight per cent higher 
in the second half of 1960 than the year 
before and for the whole year 184 per 
cent of the gross national product went 
on fixed investment. Not a figure they 
should be complacent about, but never- 
theless an encouraging increase. 

Mr. Lloyd commented that the most 
recent wage round had provided increases 
going well beyond the rate of produc- 
tivity increase. Such developments were 
bound to put pressure on costs and prices 
and they saw that happening in 1960. 
Summing up, he said that on the good 
side 1960 was a year of very real activity, 
a year of rapidly rising real personal in- 


come, high saving and rising investment. 
But on the other side was the dangerously 
high pressure of demand on productive 
resources, the signs of a return of in- 
creasing costs and prices, the failure of 
exports to increase sufficiently and the 
consequent serious weakness in the 
balance of payments. 

He made a further plea for more ex- 
ports and went on to utter the warning 
that the principal menace to the country 
was the fear that the cost-inflationary 
process would speed on further. It looked 
as if the trend of expansion in invest- 
ment would continue. The business fore- 
casts collected by the BOT suggested that 
in the manufacturing sector the demand 
for fixed capital investment in 1961 was 
likely to be about 30 per cent. above what 
it was in 1960 and in distribution and 
service industries about 10 per cent. 

He expected some rise in the invest- 
ment demand of the public sector and a 
rise also in the demand of new house- 
building, taking public and private build- 
ing together. Taking into account the 
present considerable pressure of demand 
on the building industry, the increase in 
fixed investment in real terms looked like 
being about seven per cent. between the 
end of 1960 and the end of 1961. 

The Chancellor had a word to say 
about the shortage of skilled labour. Cer- 
tain industries were still handicapped by 
restrictive practices which were out of 
date. The broad effect of his Budget must 
be to counter inflation. All existing en- 
couragement to investment must be main- 
tained. 








Building in the City 


Connections to Elevated Pedestrian Ways 


WHEN the Court of Common Council, 
meeting on April 13, gave permission, on 
an outline application, for the erection of 
new office premises in Old Broad-street, 
one of the conditions was that provision 
must be made for the premises to be con- 
nected to any system of elevated pedes- 
trian ways constructed by the City Cor- 
poration in the future. 

An attempt by MR, C. R. WHITTINGTON, 
a member of the Council, to delete 
another condition forbidding roof struc- 
tures to project above the parapets of the 
building was unsuccessful. He com- 
mented: ‘I am not sure whether this is 
a very necessary or wise condition. We 
are getting rather tired of all these build- 
ings with flat roofs. They are called 
matchboxes.’ He thought the condition 
inhibited architects. 

The Council agreed the outline applica- 


Replanning of Wholesale 
Markets 


Research Fellowship for Liverpool 


A RESEARCH FELLOW is to be appointed by 
the School of Architecture, Liverpool 
University, to study the siting, planning 
and construction of fruit and vegetable 
markets in Great Britain. This follows 
discussions by the Horticultural Market- 
ing Council and the university authorities. 
The fellowship is for a year and the cost, 
about £3,000, will be borne by the council. 


Replanning is under consideration in 
more than twenty major wholesale mar- 
kets in Great Britain and this number is 
likely to increase. Many of the existing 
markets are already obsolete or will be 
soon. The research fellow will work in 
consultation with members of the staff of 
the School of Architecture, the Depart- 
ment of Civic Design, and the Depart- 
ment of Building Science. An Advisory 
panel will include two members of the 
Marketing Council’s wholesale markets 
committee and the professors of archi- 
tecture, civic design, and building science 
at Liverpool. 

Major markets where replanning is at 
present under consideration include those 
at Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow, 
Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester and New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. 

Professor R. Gardner-Medwin, FRIBA, 
Liverpool University, commenting on the 
appointment, said that modern building 
and town planning was a complex busi- 
ness. At least a small proportion of 
architects should have the opportunity to 
study in depth those problems of design 
which affected the efficiency of our lives. 


New Vice-Chairman for PFPA 


MR. S. H. HOUGH has been elected vice- 
chairman of the Pitch Fibre Pipe Associa- 
tion of Great Britain in succession to Mr. 
D. Kirkness, who has relinquished office 
after serving in that capacity for 4 years. 





tion for the offices to be built at 96-104 
Old Broad-street and 1-8 Great Winchester- 
street (Gunton and Gunton, Empire House, 
St. Martin-le-Grand, EC1). 

They also gave permission for the erection 
of an open garage and store at Red Lion 
Buildings, Cock-lane (J. M. Knowles, 9 St. 
Leonard-terrace, SW3), and for the rebuild- 
ing of the Newmarket Public House at 26- 
27 Smithfield-street (Dalgliesh and Pullen, 
23 Old Bond-street, W1). 

Permission was also granted for the erec- 
tion of a small block of two-storey tempo- 
rary shops at 76 Cheapside and part of Bird- 
in-Hand Court (Kenneth Lindy, Joseph Hill 
and Partners, 24 St. Mary Axe, EC3). 

Approval was given to drawings for the 
following developments: eight-storey office 
building at 19-22 Houndsditch, 32-38 Dukes 
Place (R. Seifert and Partners, 34 Red Lion- 
square, WC1); six-storey office building and 
shop at 191, 192 Fleet-street, 1, 2, 3 Chan- 
cery-lane (Chamberlain Group of Companies, 
3 Buckingham Palace-gardens, SW1); seven- 
storey office building with basement car park 
at 9-13 Goldsmith-street, 3-7 Gutter-Jane, 


Shops to be Excluded from 
City Office Block 


Minister Allows Appeal 


THE MINISTER OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT has decided that shops need 
not be included in the plan to rebuild 
numbers 35, 37 and 39 Moorgate as an 
office block. He has allowed an appeal 
by Winmor Properties Ltd. against a con- 
dition imposed by the Court of Common 
Council of the City of London when they 
granted planning permission for the re- 
building that provision for shops must be 
made in at least two-thirds of the 
frontage. 


The appeal by the development com- 
pany was the subject of an inquiry in 
February. In a subsequent report the 
Minister’s inspector, MR. G. E. PIKE, 
recommended that the appeal be allowed 
because the development of the site as 
offices was in conformity with the de- 
velopment plan and because the site was 
situated where the reintroduction of shops 
was open to doubt. At the inquiry it was 
stated that there had been a decrease of 
53 per cent in the number of shops in the 
City of London since 1939, and 18 per 
cent in the number of restaurants. The 
proposed office block is of seven storeys. 


General Safety Exhibition 

A SAFETY EXHIBITION, sponsored and 
organised by Kodak Ltd., is to be staged 
at Kodak Hall, Wealdstone, Middlesex, 
from May 1 to 6. There will be models, 


demonstrations and pictorial displays 
depicting general safety, and frequent 
showings of selected safety films. In addi- 


tion to the accepted fields of accident 
prevention certain related problems, such 
as noise suppression, maintenance, 
standardisation, colour and lighting, will 
be portrayed. The exhibition will be open 
to the general public and admission will 
be free. 
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125-127 Wood-street (Knapton and Deane 
and Partners, 11 Catherine-place, SW1); five- 
storey building for use as shops, offices and 


light industry at 122 Chancery-lane, 5-8 
Andrews-crosse (P. Gwynne, The Homewood, 
Esher); building for use as warehouse, offices 
with shops, licensed premises and four resi- 
dential units at 24-40 Fore-street, 2-21 and 
128C to 133 London Wall, 53-62 Wood-street, 
6-14 Aldermanbury-avenue, 12 Philip-lane, 
42 and 45 Aldermanbury, 1-9 Aldermanbury 
Postern, and 1-8 New Basinghall-street (M. 
Saunders Associates). 

The Council also approved drawings and 
details of materials for the erection of shops 
and offices on a site bounded by Ludgate 
Hill, Ave Maria-lane, Amen Court, the 
Stationers’ Hall and Stationers’ Hall-court 
(Trehearne and Norman, Preston and Part- 
ners, 83 Kingsway, WC2). 


Engineering Exhibition 
Products from Heavy Industries 


THE Engineering, Marine, Welding and 
Nuclear Energy exhibition, which is being 
held at Olympia from April 20-May 
4, is, as its name implies, representative 
of a wide variety of products from the 
heavy industries. 

Among the exhibits of the DUNLOP RUB- 
BER CO. LTD. are some collapsible con- 
tainers for transporting or storing liquids 
or gases. These containers are made 
from nylon fabric of high tensile strength 
with the outer surfaces proofed with a 
weather-resistant Neoprene compound. 
The interiors are made from a range of 
natural or synthetic rubbers, depending 
on the liquid or vapour to be carried. 
The tanks range in size from 5 to 50,000 
gallons. When not in use they can be 
rolled up and stowed away in a very small 
space. They have already been approved 
by the British Road Services. 


The EXTENDED SURFACE TUBE CO. was 
formed by STEWARTS AND LLOYDS and 
ICI as a specialist company to utilise the 
knowledge on the performance of finned 
tube which has been accumulating in 
recent years as a result of many investi- 
gations. At the exhibition, examples of 
welded fin tube made by a new technique 
can be seen. These tubes meet the 
exacting requirements for use-in nuclear 
reactor circuits and samples of tubes 
used in various gas cooled reactors are 
on display. In addition, tests are carried 
out by a resonance bending fatigue 
machine which is used to measure the 
fatigue strength of tubes and welded 
joints. 

Other companies that are represented 
are GEORGE COHEN AND SONS LTD. (a mem- 
ber of the 600 Group) who are displaying 
a selection of plate working machines 
and GUEST, KEEN AND NETTLEFOLDS, show- 
ing their wide range of Wedglok screws 
and nuts. 


Sheffield Architects in Holland 


THE LATEST architectural and town plan 
ning developments in Rotterdam and 
Amsterdam were due to be seen by 
party of 30 Sheffield area architects and 
surveyors who flew to Holland yesterda 
(April 20) on a two-day study tour. It i 
the first overseas trip organised by the 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire and Distric 
Society of Architects and Surveyors. 
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The _ Association of Official Architects 


Representation on New Grading Sub-Committee 


SUCCESSES in some Of its initial aims have 
been achieved by the Association of 
Official Architects. In a newsletter issued 
by its honorary public relations officer, 
Mr. H. G. Eisner, BA, ARIBA, it is 
announced that representation has been 
secured on the newly-formed Grading 
Sub-Committee for the professions in the 
local government salary and_ services 
negotiating machinery. Following a meet- 
ing of local authority employers and 
bodies representing employees (NALGO, 
AOA, etc.) held at the County Councils’ 
Association Offices on February 22, all 
obstacles to the bringing into being of the 
Grading Sub-Committee were removed. 
It is now expected that this new nego- 
tiating body will shortly be brought 
into effect. The sub-committee will work 
jointly through NALGO and the profes- 
sions. 

Meetings are being arranged between 
the Association of Official Architects and 
the Association of Local Government 
Engineers and Surveyors and later other 
professional associations to form a co- 
ordinating sub-committee for the profes- 
sions to co-ordinate joint negotiating 
policy. The AOA has now been certified 
is a trade union by the Registrar of 
Friendly Societies. 

The Association has been in touch with 
he City, County and Borough Architects 
Society to place before it certain views 
yn current professional and administra- 
ive problems. These include (a) the 
Association’s belief that the present 
shortage of architects in local government 
irises from the failure of employing 
iuthorities to differentiate between the 
yrofessional and administrative officer, the 
nadequate salary level, and the multi- 
plicity of grades; (b) the architect’s prob- 
lems, his general and higher education 
ind general day-to-day interests, as well 
s his responsibilities are basically dif- 
ferent from his administrative colleagues; 
yet none of these are taken into account 
o differentiate between them in condi- 
tions of service; and (c) a demand as first 
priority separate negotiation for the pro- 
fessional officer. 

The Association points out that the 
recent awards of the industrial court of 

salary increases in the hospital boards, and 
more recently the civil service, are the 
latest independent assessment of appro- 
priate salary levels for architects in public 
employment. It is further noted that there 
are twelve grades below the level of 
deputy chief officer in which architects 
may be placed. The trek from authority 
to authority to achieve promotion up this 
ladder and the wide variation of grade 
levels between authorities is no induce- 
ment to settle in the service. 

On the question of grades the Asso- 
ciation believes that for architects two 
would be quite sufficient, i.e., (a) a 
main grade called ‘ Architect’ to include 
al! qualified architects with a salary scale 
between £1,000 and £1,750 per year, the 
entry point on the scale being according 
to experience (the scale also being long 





enough to cover all ranges of responsi- 
bility at ‘job’ architect level); (b) a 
higher grade called ‘ Principal Architect’ 
which, because of the varying size of 
authorities, should take the form of two 
scales from £1,950 to £2,250 and from 
£2,250 to £2,500. 


Elections 


Owing to a large number of criticisms 
concerning the complicated nature of the 
elections it has been decided that coun- 
cil members be elected for a term of two 
years and that elections be held during 
alternate years for national. and regional 
members. As a result only regional 
members will retire in 1961 and elections 
for new regional council members to 
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serve for two years will be held this 
month on a regional basis, the present 


term of national members continuing 
until May, 1962. The next annual general 
meeting will be held on May 13, to be 
immediately followed on the same day by 
the general council meeting. There will 
be a further general council meeting on 
October 21. 


In his newsletter, Mr. H. G. Eisner 
states that membership of the Associa- 
tion now numbers 1,768, an increase 
during the past twelve months of 164. 
Whilst this is an encouraging sign, Mr. 
Eisner remarks that so far the Associa- 
tion has not yet reached the half-way 
mark in its potential membership which 
is around 4,000. He points out that 
financial success and the weight of 
authority with which its aims are carried 
depend to a large extent on the support 
of membership by architects in local 
authority employ whom it represents. 


A Too Colourful Roof 


Householder Must Remove Offending Tiles 


THE EIGHT MONTHS’ BATTLE between Mr. 
Albert Clark and Banstead Urban Dis- 
trict Council ended on April 4, when the 
recommendation of the Town Planning 
Committee to serve a notice requiring 
Mr. Clark to remove all the tiles except 
the brown ones from his ‘ rainbow roof,’ 
was accepted by the council. 


Early last year Mr. Clark had a £10,000 
residence built at Walton on the Hill. 
The council had agreed that ‘ brown tiles 
only’ were to be used for the roof, as 
planned, but to brighten things up Mr. 
Clark’s architect decided to use other 
coloured tiles—turquoise, royal blue, 
black and green—which had been speci- 
ally brought from Belgium. After com- 


plaints from _ neighbours,. Banstead 
Council ordered the coloured tiles to be 
removed. However, Mr. Clark did not 
want to part with his rainbow roof and 
appealed to the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government against the council’s 
ruling. 

A few months later, Mr. Clark heard 
that the Minister agreed with the coun- 
cil and considered the tiles ‘startling.’ 
Now it has been decided to serve a notice 
requiring Mr. Brown to remove the 
‘ offending ’ tiles. 

There is just one last chance for Mr. 
Clark to save his roof. His architect is 
trying to make another appeal to the 
Minister. 


Novel Flat Construction 


The ‘ Jack Block’ Principle 


A REVOLUTIONARY METHOD of building flats 
has been proposed by a Coventry firm and 
has met with approval by the Planning 
and Redevelopment Committee, writes a 
Midlands correspondent. 

The firm, W. H. Jones Ltd., a subsidiary 
of the Richard Costain group, have 
suggested that the flats should be built, 
starting with the top storey first. Then, 
by the ‘jack block’ principle, the top 
floor would be jacked up, and the second 
highest floor built underneath—and so 
on until the ground floor was built last. 

The firm reckons that the system would 
cut costs, since work would be mainly at 
ground-floor level and each flat would be 
finished by the time it had been jacked 
up to third-storey level. They have 
suggested that the principle could be used 
for the erection of a block of flats in the 
Union-street area, and have said that if 
the Council approve it will be the first 
time any local authority in this country 
has tried the method, which has never 





been applied to flats before. In Sweden 
and Switzerland it has been used in the 
construction of water towers. 

A report on their proposal is to be 
submitted to the Housing Committee, who 
will be told that the Planning and Re- 
development Committee favour the idea. 


LMBA Area No. | Brains Trust 


THE ‘BRAINS TRUST,’ which for some 
years has been a feature of the annual 
programme of LMBA Central Area No. 
1, will be held on Wednesday, June 14, at 
Derry and Toms’ restaurant, W8 (12.30 
p.m.). The chairman, Mr. H. Aldous, 
FIOB, has assembled a strong panel con- 
sisting of Mr. F. Shaw, ARIBA, Mr. A. V. 
Waddell, MIStructE, Mr. E. Norman 
Harris, FRICS, and Mr. K. P. Rush, 
MIStructE, FIOB. The question master 
will be Mr. Ian M. Leslie, Editor of ‘ The 
Builder.’ 
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New Stadium at Washington, DC 
Seating Designed for Multi-Purpose Use 


BY JOHN WARREN GILES 


WASHINGTON, DC is about to open its new 
$19,800,000 stadium, with a parking area 
of 92.2 acres capable of handling 12,500 
cars, 300 buses, and 200 taxicabs. The 
stadium covers a total of 10 acres, of 
which 34 acres is devoted to the play- 
ing field. The structure itself occupies 
64 acres. 

Some 50,000 people will be able to see 
a football game and 43,500 can cheer at 
a baseball game. Every seat will provide 


an unobstructed view of the entire field. 


A general view of the Stadium 


The design of the stadium provides an 
original seating arrangement to give 
maximum utilisation for multi-purpose 
use. This is accomplished through the 
ability of a section of the lower stands 
to be rotated, and applies to 80 per cent 
of the total seats adjacent to the foul lines 
for baseball and 50 per cent of the total 
seats along the sidelines for football. All 
seats will be theatre type and will 
average 20 in. in width for complete com- 
fort. 60 per cent of the seats will be 

























Aerial view of model showing seating arrangements 
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under cover from the weather. 

Keeping the score will be a pleasure. 
The most modern scoreboard includes a 
novel ‘magic message’ sender which is 
controlled electronically. The score- 
board will be 369 ft. long and 40 ft. high. 
Batteries of floodlights will deliver 
200 ft. candles of light to the infield, 
and a uniform 150 ft. candles of light to 
the outfield and for football. 

Getting in quickly will be facilitated by 
48 turnstiles, 7 gates, 14 pairs of ramps, 
3 passenger elevators and one freight ele- 
vator. The full capacity of the stadium 
can be cleared in 15 minutes. 

The Press has not been forgotten, and 
a 155 ft. Press box and a 150 ft. photo- 
graphers’ platform will be located behind 
the home plate area. In addition, broad- 
casting booths are provided for both base- 
ball and football. All accommodation 
will be enclosed in glass and facilities 
for Press, radio, newsreel and television 
personnel and their equipment will be 
amply provided. 

It will even be possible to reach the 
stadium by helicopter, landing on its 
special pad in the Stadium area. 

This new ultra-modern Stadium will 
be the home of the Washington Senators, 
Washington Redskins and George Wash- 
ington University Colonials. It will pro- 
vide needed facilities for all major 
athletic events including football, base- 
ball, boxing and wrestling, as well as for 
circuses, music and folk festivals, civic 
and national affairs and even religious 
functions. 

The architects who designed the 
stadium are Dahl, Ewin and Osborn of 
Washington, DC. 


Corrosion Prevention 
Exhibition at the Science Museum 


A SPECIAL EXHIBITION on metallic corro- 
sion and its prevention closes to the pub- 
lice at the Science Museum, South 
Kensington, SW7, tomorrow, Saturday, 
April 22. 

This collection of exhibits relating to 
corrosion and preventive measures has 
been assembled by the Corrosion Group 
of the Society of Chemical Industry to 
mark the First International Congress on 
Metallic Corrosion, which was held in 
London from April 10 to 14, under the 
presidency of Sir Harry Melville, KCB, 
DSc, FRIC, FRS. 

It has been estimated that the yearly 
cost of corrosion to Great Britain alone 
is at least £200m. (£5 a head per annum). 
The subject is, therefore, of great national! 
economic importance and of direct in- 
terest to the layman. For this reason 
although the exhibition was of parti- 
cular interest to the delegates to the 
Congress, it has been designed so as to 
be intelligible and interesting to the non- 
specialists who form the majority of visi- 
tors to the Museum. It sets out to 
answer in simple terms the questions: 
What is corrosion? How and when does 
it take place? What can be done to 
prevent it ? 

The exhibition will be on view to th 
public during the normal opening times 
of the Science Museum, from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on weekdays. Admission is fre-. 
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Building in North America 


Procedural Differences Caused by High Costs and Difficult Climatic 
and Geographical Conditions 


In his illustrated talk to a meeting of the Institute of Builders Discussion 
Club at 48 Bedford-square, London, WC1, on March 16, MR. W. TOMPKINS, 
FIOB, discussed the sequence of events and general methods adopted by the 


building industry in North America. 


Specific problems dealt with included 


seasonable employment caused by the extreme climatic conditions; the high 
cost of labour; the heavy degree of mechanisation and prefabrication; the 
keenness of competition in tendering; the large measure of pre-planning; 


and the serious car-parking and transport problems. 


is given below in full. 


1 HAVE NOT specifically divided North 
America into USA and Canada because 
fundamentally the trade and customs are 
so similar, although the climatic condi- 
tions and rates of pay vary considerably 
from state to state, as well as between 
the two countries (as an instance, in New 
York craftsmen’s rate is about $4.50 per 
hour (30s.), and labourers’ $2.80 (20s.), 
whilst in Edmonton, Alberta, about $3 
(21s.) for craftsmen, and $2.40 (17s.) for 
labourers). 

In many areas, building can be termed 
‘ seasonable.’ In the Northern parts, work 
generally ceases from the end of October 
until March, unless the job is ‘ closed in,’ 
and even then, the work must be kept in 
temperatures at which men can work and 
materials be used. The temperature has 
been known to drop to 60° below (92° 
frost on the plains in exposed conditions), 
and a keen wind usually causes a further 
1° drop per mile of velocity. 

Whilst on this rather chilly subject, I 
think mention should be made of ‘ frost 
heave,’ or the movement in the ground 
due to the freezing of the moisture con- 
tent. This is considerable in the northern 
regions and must be taken seriously and 
the foundations taken down to a depth at 
which this heave does not operate. (Many 
of the failures recently experienced in the 
construction of refrigeration plant and 
cold storage buildings have been through 
the inability to appreciate the very 
severe movement which can take place 
when moist ground is subjected to intense 
cold.) 

These low temperatures affect the 
methods of construction and this is evi- 
dent particularly in the domestic dwell- 
ing where, due to the necessity of having 
foundations fairly deep (5 ft.) and the need 
to utilise machines to the full, all houses 
are constructed with a large basement 
(usually excavated by a scraper in a day 
or two) constructed of concrete, which 
contains a laundry, heating apparatus and 
a games room and/or cocktail bar. 


Sequence of Events 


I think at this stage, it would be as 
well if I reverted to the sequence of 
events and general methods; and in order 
that you may have the proper perspec- 
ive, I think I had better give you a little 
letail as to procedure. There are, gen- 
erally speaking, two methods — one in 
which the client invites ‘ package’ bids 
from a few (usually three or four) 
elected contractors for the whole pro- 


Mr. Tompkins’s paper 


ject. The client would give an indication 
of the floor area and other general par- 
ticulars of the building he, requires (pre- 
pared by his staff architect and works 
engineers), and the contractors would 
prepare sketch plans, drawings and 
general details, and quantities (which 
they would not disclose). An overall 
lump sum tender would be given on this 
basis. 


The ‘ Bid Bond ’ System 


The second method is by an approach 
approximating to the English method 
whereby the client approaches an archi- 
tect who prepares his drawings in great 
detail (the time usually taken for this is 
anything from six months to two years, 
according to the size of the project). The 
architect will then insert in the appro- 
priate trade journals or the national 
Press an invitation for contractors who 
have carried out similar buildings to sub- 
mit a bid on the understanding that they 
will be prepared to submit with their 
tender a bid bond (from an appropriate 
insurance house), or certified cheque for 
anything between 5 to 10 per cent of the 
likely contract figures, such a bond or 
cheque being forfeited upon improper. 
withdrawal of his bid. 

This usually results in from 10 to 12 
contractors applying for the documents. 
These consist of a very comprehensive 
specification and tender documents 
(quite often 200 to 300 pages) and com- 
plete detailed drawings of every sort and 
description, including bending schedules, 
door and window schedules, plumbing 
layouts, electrical runs, etc. (often with 
500 to 600 drawings). I think it is true 
to say that there is sufficient information 
at this stage to construct the works with- 
out another drawing unless changes 
are caused by varying site conditions, or 
variation by the client. 

At the same time as the architect pro- 
vides these drawings, etc., to the 
builders, he deposits with the builders’ 
exchange (a sort of small local builders’ 
association), another set of documents to 
which all sub-contractors have access 
when making their estimate. Then the 
fun starts—in some 3 weeks the builder 
has to take off quantities from the docu- 
ments he has, obtain prices for his 
materials, and prepare his estimate. 

It is only fair to state that normally 
he would only have to take off such items 
as excavator, concretor, reinforcement, 
formwork, brickwork and _ partitions, 


second fixing of joinery, etc. The prices 
for the remaining work he will obtain 
from the sub-contractor. He will also 
contact, and obtain from the builders’ 
exchange, a list of sub-contractors who 
are interested. The quotations are 
usually lump sums for particular trades, 
and are not given (for fear of the infor- 
mation getting back to their competitors) 
until some quarter of an hour before sub- 
mission of the tender. This results in a 
last-minute scramble by the contractor 
to complete the tender—often with dis- 
astrous results. I have heard of a case 
where the estimator has left out the 
plasterer valued at some _ $70,000 
(about £25,000). 


I know some of you will wonder what 
the contractor’s own quantities are like 
and to what extent labour, if any, is 
measured by them. Broadly speaking, 
the contractor’s estimating surveyor does 
his taking off on a card or sheet ruled 
out with columns for length, breadth, 
width dimensions, and other rulings 
which, when complete, can be handled 
by the comptometers who will extend and 
total each column. On the same card or 
sheet would be other columns for the 
insertion of units of labour, material and 
plant, etc., all taken to a summary to 
which is added any additions for 
insurance or overheads, and an overall 
percentage (usually very small) for profit. 


Reverting to the question of labour, 
few, if any, would -be measured. The 
estimator, with all the drawings in front 
of him, would usually adjust his labour 
rate if, for example, the brickwork con- 
tained a large number of openings and in 
consequence, a greater amount of plumb- 
ing angle than was thought normal. By 
the way, all the sub-contractors would 
perform all their own attendance, cut 
holes, chases, making good, etc., and this 
certainly saves a multitude of items. 

In addition to those items normally 
sub-let in the UK, sub-contractors would 
more often than not let the excavation, 
drainage, steel reinforcements, joinery 
(very few have joiners’ works), painting 
and glazing. 


Opening of Tenders 


Having completed his estimate or bid, 
as it is called, the contractor dashes round 
to the architect’s office, where at the pre- 
scribed time, they are opened in front 
of the assembled builders. This will 
enable those present to know the posi- 
tion, but I do not recommend this prac- 
tice to anyone with poor nerves because 
it often happens that your tender is the 
first opened, which shall we say, is for 
$lm. The next opened is for $1,400,000 
and you wonder what dreadful mistake 
you have made, especially when the fol- 
lowing two are between $1,200,000 and 
$1,300,000. You begin to feel certain 
there is an error when the fourth is 
opened at $1,200,000, but you begin to 
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feel a little better when the next one is 
$1,150,000. This goes on until the last 
one proves to be $999,950, by which time 
the anti-climax is complete. I personally 
send somebody else to take down figures 
so that I can have the bad news in one 
dose. So much for procedure, now for 
more general information. 

First, one must get used to vast 
distances and varying climates, from 
tropical heat to arctic winters, from the 
Pacific to the Atlantic, from the Mexican 
Gulf to Aklavic in the Arctic, from ready- 
mixed concrete in the cities to blasting 
and crushing one’s own aggregate in the 
Rockies. From luxury pullman cars in 
the south to transport by barge and heli- 
copter, and even sledge, in the northern 
territories. Whilst on the point, I should 
mention that it is quite usual for work- 
men to travel long distances (sometimes 
1,000 miles or more} to take work on a 
contract in the north where they know 
they can work 60 to 80 hours a week for 
say 8 months of the year, after which 
they spend three or four months on vaca- 
tion in California. 

One of the most popular and widely 
used materials is undoubtedly timber and 
this applies to all climates and conditions. 
It is cheap and easily erected in all con- 
ditions, and, even where the weather is 
very bitter, prefabricated sectional dwell- 
ings or plants can be erected—provided 
always that the units have been trans- 
ported to the site before the snows fall. 
About a quarter of the total expenditure 
in North America is on housing and 
about 75 per cent of these dwellings are 
with timber frames, faced with various 
forms of weathering—brick, stone, tim- 
ber, etc., all with insulating backing. 


The Cheapness of Timber 


It should be realised that timber, by 
comparison with other materials, is very 
cheap. It costs about $1 (7s.) per ft. cube 
against 10s. in the UK, but the real 
measure of timber economy is that in 
North America. There it costs $1 per ft. 
cube against $3 to $4 per tradesman hour, 
i.e., timber is per ft. cube 4 to 4 hour of 
the craftsman rate, whereas in the UK 
timber costs 2 hours of the craftsman 
rate per ft. cube. The comparison made 
between cost of timber related to the man 
hours is an indication as to the general 
thinking by the constructional industry 
in North America. 

Architects, engineers, and builders 
alike design and construct their buildings 
with the high cost of labour in mind and 
it is not unusual to see buildings with 4 
or 5 floors of timber formwork laid to 
receive concrete, despite the fact that that 
may mean only two uses of the timber 
(sometimes only one). 

Framed buildings are constructed more 
often in steel] with light lattice filler joists 
supporting a form of corrugated steel 
decking which is left in when the con- 
crete is poured. There are many forms 
of such construction used to reduce the 
labour content. Prefabrication, particu- 
larly on tall skyscrapers, is used to a 
marked extent. There is no guaranteed 
time or week’s notice to the man, and 
usually there are more men wanting work 
than jobs for them. This, in prefabrica- 


tion and repetition, is in itself a tremen- 
dous step towards more speedy construc- 
tion. It is-not unusual for a bricklayer 
on the exterior of a very tall building to 
know very little else about the work other 
than the pier on which he is working. 
The suspended scaffolding is raised at a 
predetermined rate per hour, the brick- 
layer being forced to maintain that pro- 
gress, or alternatively, work in a very un- 
comfortable position. 


Attitude of the Unions 


Generally speaking the attitude of the 
unions differs very much from the UK. It 
is possible to obtain both labourers and 
craftsmen for less than the union rate, 
the union approaching the employer on 
the understanding that if you employ 
union men, they (the unions) will see that 
its men produce a greater output than the 
non-union labourer, and this is one of 
the reasons for the relatively cheaper 
building cost in North America. 

As you will undoubtedly ask me a 
number of questions, I will try to give you 
a little more general information: (1) It 
must be understood that the laws and 
statutes, conditions and pay vary con- 
siderably, not only between Canada and 
America, but from state to state in both 
countries. (2) There is a very large 
measure of pre-planning and a greater 
awareness of the need for economic build- 
ing. 

(3) Wages are very good, but the work 
is hard. It is not unusual for men in the 
builders’ offices to work a great deal of 
overtime without additional reward (ex- 
cept perhaps some sandwiches at mid- 
night), and I have known occasions when 
work has gone on for 24 hours or more 
continuously. (4) In Canada it is said 
that the population will double itself in 
the next 15 years. (5) The car problem 
in some cities is worse than in the UK, 
and there are one or two isolated towns, 
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i.e., Los Angeles, where the number of 
cars approaches a little over one per per- 
son of the population—this is unusual 
and is mostly in places of extreme wealth, 
the average being one private car to every 
three of the population. There is one 
commercial vehicle to every 15 of the 
population. This in the UK would mean 
something like 20m. vehicles. There are 
approximately 71m. cars in the States (the 
parking charge is $60 per month in New 
York). If you miss the way it is literally 
impossible to regain access other than 
by taking an alternative route and this 
could mean having to travel an additional 
20 to 30 miles. Fines for traffic violation 
or jay walking are very heavy. 

(6) Parking—this is difficult in the 
centre of the towns and it is not unusual 
to find charges for parking in garages 
which amount to as much as $2 to $3 per 
day. Eventually we in Britain will have 
to get used to paying a good deal more 
for parking. 

(7) Even in a tender one has often to 
allow for providing plugs and power leads 
into which the workmen can connect in 
order to feed the little heater inside the 
car bonnet as extremely low temperatures 
are encountered (snow falls are heavy, 
and I know of a snowfall of some 30 in. 
overnight). 

(8) Competition is very keen and there 
is seasonable unemployment which is 
sometimes heavy. 

Other phenomena peculiar to North 
America are: (a) Shopping centres are 
constructed with an area for parking 10 
times or more the area of the store; (b) 
where they can park, all men arrive in 
cars; (c) one often finds labourers smok- 
ing cigars; (d) there are attempts by 
unions to impose retrospective wage 
awards; (e) architects are far more com- 
mercially minded; (f) there is a very 
marked degree of mechanisation; and (g) 
nearly all city concrete is delivered ready- 
mixed. 


Regional Technical Colleges 
List to be Revised 


THE LIST of Regional Technical Col- 
leges in England and Wales is to be 
revised and a new list designated. In a 
circular sent to local education authori- 
ties on March 15 (No. 3/61), Sir David 
Eccles, Minister of Education, explains 
that up to April, 1959, regional colleges 
were, in effect, identified with those col- 
leges receiving a special grant for courses 
in advanced technology. This test is no 
longer applicable, says the Minister, and 
it is mecessary to review the list of 
regional colleges and to decide how far it 
continues to be appropriate in view of 
recent and prospective developments at 
the individual colleges and in the regions 
generally. 

There are four types of technical col- 
lege—Colleges of Advanced Technology, 
Regional Colleges, Area Colleges and 
Local Colleges. The nine Colleges of 
Advanced Technology are being 
developed as centres for work exclusively 
at university level, including post-graduate 
work and research. Between these col- 
leges at the apex of the educational 


system, and the 300 local colleges, there 
are nearly 200 colleges doing a greater or 
less amount of advanced work. About 20 
of them are at present known as Regional 
Colleges, the rest being Area Colleges. 

It is contemplated that in some regions 
there will continue, as at present, to be 
a need for more than one regional college. 
But there may be cases in which it will 
be necessary to choose between colleges, 
taking account of geographical and other 
factors. Geographical considerations 
alone will not entitle a college to regional 
college status, says the circular. 

Decisions on the colleges to be desig- 
nated in the revised list will be taken after 
consultations with local education 
authorities and the regional advisory 
councils. It is not the Minister’s intention 
to fix now for all time the list of regional 
colleges. The list will be revised again 
in the future if at any time it appears 
desirable in view of changed circum- 
stances. 

Colleges of art or colleges of commerce 
will not be affected. 
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The Future for Building 


A National Contractor Looks at the Scene 


In a paper which he calls ‘ The Impact of Present-day Demands on Building 
Companies and the Building Industry,’ read on April 14 to the College of 
Further Education in Darlington, Mr. Harry Vincent, FIOB, chairman and 
managing director of Bovis Holdings Limited, surveys the current building 
and development scene from the standpoint of a national contractor. His 
opinions, hard-hitting and realistic, should be read with interest by all sides 
of the industry, not least by the architectural profession which is faced 
with a challenge from the package deal firms that its members are only now 
beginning to meet. The paper is given in full. 


IN ADDRESSING YOU (said MR. VINCENT) I 
would like to emphasise that what I am 
saying is entirely a personal view and 
represents, as it were, my talking aloud 
to myself and thinking at random on a 
number of points which I agree are con- 
troversial but which seem to me to be 
particularly relevant to our industry at 
this point of time. 


Development Building 


If Darlington is in any way typical of 
most other towns in the UK somebody 
(I speak only in assumptions here) has 
probably, for the last five years or more, 
had his attention quietly focusing on 
potential development in the Town 
Centre and main streets. This hypo- 
thetical person will not just be looking 
and thinking and planning—he will also 
be acting. He will be buying freeholds 
and leaseholds and quietly negotiating 
various arrangements, and out of it all 
will ultimately emerge a very large 
imaginative development scheme which 
will also have to be steered through the 
Corporation as to planning and schedul- 
ing. Such a scheme might well incor- 
porate, for example, the provision of a 
new town hall, public library and bus 
garage—all the present ones being re- 
moved and rehoused so as to create a 
proper precinct shopping centre. 

Such a scheme obviously embodies a 
most complex and large building opera- 
tion and to carry it out successfully the 
building organisation must be extremely 
well managed and highly skilled, for this 
sort of development is now widespread 
and the developers, who are themselves 
getting a wider conception, are needing 
larger and better organisations able to 
carry their plans into practice smoothly 
and efficiently. Commercial, industrial 
ind public buildings are also becoming 
more complex and of greater size and are 
expected at speedier rates than in the 
past. 


The Building Owner 


Coupled with these requirements, the 
building owners themselves have become 
much more knowledgeable and more de- 
manding as they have become familiar 
with the buildings which they require. 
The effect of this is, of course, to compel 
by public demand research and investi- 
gation into patent forms of construction, 
which only the large builders can exploit 
because of the capital and financial re- 
sources required, and these in turn lead 

the well-known packaged deals so 
often spoken of with contempt, but which 
with all their drawbacks definitely pro- 


vide for certain needs, both in the public 
and commercial fields. 

Another trend is to bring forth the 
conception of the professional builder— 
where the builder becomes literally the 
building department of the client for the 
time being, giving in his client’s interest 
the finest construction advice of which 
he is capable. This is by no means as 
easy as it may sound, because there are 
moments when the builder’s advice to his 
client can well appear to be detrimental 
to his own interest, and it is vital that in 
such circumstances staff are trained to 
make sure that it is the client’s interest 
which must be paramount—here again a 
fresh management requirement. 

The majority of developers are in Lon- 
don, and the insurance companies and 
pension funds who invest their money are 
also there. Therefore, it is not unnatural 
that the big contractors in London get 
the first feel of things, and in many in- 
stances are now lined up very closely 
with developers and big building owners, 
placing their organisations at their dis- 
posal and liaising from the original con- 
ception, sometimes, too, taking a share in 
the equity. The effect of this is, there- 
fore, that the imaginary development in 
Darlington I have outlined, might in all 
probability be done by a national con- 
tractor from London—the local builders 
never having a chance. 


Is This Unfair or Undesirable ? 


The attitude that this is unfair on local 
firms is, in my opinion, destructive and 
not constructive, and is unreal. One 
must face the fact that schemes are more 
embracing, therefore individual jobs are 
fewer. Many of the projects I have out- 
lined would, in the past, have been done 
piecemeal by half a dozen developers, 
with half a dozen local contractors, and 
the big building firms have had to expand 
to cope with these increased project 
demands. It is not, however, just big- 
ness—it is skill and ‘know-how,’ not 
only in the techniques of building, 
materials, plant, etc., but in finance, 
property values, top line management 
all subjects which the medium-sized 
builder simply cannot cover properly. 

The effect is already profound but as 
yet by no means profound enough. 
Architects and quantity surveyors in par- 
ticular are beginning to get a glimmering 
of what is going on—beginning to see 
that the old methods of ‘Contract in 
Series’ (i.e., the standard method of 
contracting and tendering) essential to 
most public works is not necessarily by 
any means the most suitable contractual 


relationship for commercial and indus- 
trial building. This creates new relation- 
ships which the professions do not appear 
yet to understand altogether, are still not 
fully accepting and, as I believe, some of 
them are holding up, or trying to hold 
up, an evolutionary precess. They will 
fail, and one can only hope that they will 
not destroy themselves in their failure. 
They must go with the times, they must 
be prepared to work together in the 
building team, with a common object in 
clearly defined terms and not try—as is 
all too often the case—to place them- 
selves on some higher rarefied plane 
because they design, and the builder con- 
Structs. 


The RIBA ‘ Trade Union’ 


It may be as well to remember that 
the RIBA is very little different in certain 
respects from any trade union organisa- 
tion, the difference being, in so far as 
money is concerned, that it regularises 
fees instead of wages. It arranges for 
some extraordinary reason that all archi- 
tects should receive the same scale of 
fees, whether they be good or bad. If 
one points the finger at trades unions 
for keeping wages on an all round level, 
surely the same finger can be pointed at 
the RIBA. Second, it fixes the fees on a 
‘cost of the work” basis, which I would 
suggest requires some new thinking. 
Many industrialists look askance at this 
form of payment and why professional 
men should think that because they have 
that word attached to their name, it 
makes them exempt from all forms of 
suspicion is beyond my understanding. I 
ask myself, ‘What is the difference 
between alleged professional status and 
industrial status?’ and in my opinion 
nearly all the professional institutions 
should look very carefully into these 
matters of charging and inquire whether 
their associations should not be divorced 
from this sort of thing so that their prac- 
tical and educational side is quite sep- 
arate from the financial side as is largely 
the case, at any rate, with the building 
employers, i.e., the National Federation 
and the Institute of Builders. This hypo- 
thetical distinction between the so-called 
professional class and the rest is sheer 
snob nonsense and as far as I know only 
exists in this form in this country. It is 
time it was swept away and I think there 
are already signs of its eventual disap- 
pearance. The tragedy of the situation 
here lies in the fact that everybody con- 
cerned would like to See the architect 
take the lead in the industry, and up to 
this moment, in my opinion, the archi- 
tectural profession has singularly failed 
to grasp this nettle, but it is to be hoped 
that sooner or later they will accept their 
very great responsibilities. Some belated 
moves are commencing. Architects are 
beginning to form groups comprising all 
the professional departments, the object 
being to produce the goods at an all-in 
professional fee. This: may well prove 
a fruitful idea. 
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The Question of Finishes 


Apart from the fact that the builder 
is the constructor of the team, and has 
many important ideas on how a building 
should be put together, which are very 
relevant to the question of design, so also 
can fruitful discussions be held with 
regard to finishings. Some of the finish- 
ings demanded in buildings are quite 
ridiculous and not consistent at all with 
he type of building. I refer to such 
things as factory staircases with expen- 
sive coverings to the treads and risers, 
and with expensive balustrades;: pipes 
being unnecessarily cased in places where 
they are not necessarily seen, or if seen, 
would not cause any offence; expensive 
bricks being used where the expense is 
not justified, and in many, many cases 
the building owner has no knowledge of 
these unnecessary extravagances because 
in the ordinary Series Contract he is not 


Meypetaeeeaun? 


FIFTEEN-STOREY FLATS, NEWCASTLE UPON 
TYNE: Three blocks of flats for the City 
Council have been erected at Shield- 
field and opened 6 months ahead of 
schedule. Advance planning by the City 
Architect, Mr. George Kenyon, and the 
contractors, Leslie & Co. Ltd., overcame 
site difficulties which necessitated the 


complete redesign of the foundation work. 


Construction was built round tower 
cranes. The firm has now won housing 
contracts in Newcastle of about £23m. 
value. All Shieldfield flats are similar 
in design and of the square-plan point 
type. Consulting engineers are John 
Liversedge & Associates. Special shut- 
tering was designed by Leslie’s for the 
concrete columns; fabricated in two 
halves instead of four sides, shuttering is 
held together (see photo) with angle iron 
frames in which plumb-line cleats are 
incorporated 


consulted on this sort of detail. Many 
architects have resented that these kind 
of discussions have taken place, but more 
and more are being driven into the posi- 
tion where such matters must be venti- 
lated. Here again it is the larger builder 
who is causing this to happen, and is 
able to hold his own in such discussions 
through the knowledge and status of the 
people he employs. 


The Effect on the QS and Engineer 


The quantity surveyor must be pre- 
pared to be more flexible. Quantities 
are not the Bible and are alterable. It 
is a waste of time and money to produce 
bills such as are produced for many 
commercial jobs today. Fresh thinking on 
contractual relationships can cut out 
much of this and some quantity surveyor 
firms readily accept this view, and instead 
of elaborate bills of quantity. proper cost 


THE BUILDER April 21 1961 


accounting as the building work pro- 
gresses can be much more useful. 

As for the consulting engineer, for long 
the practical man has tended to become 
the *‘ bogey-man.’ No one dare argue on 
the safety of design, but is it becoming 
too much? Are not some buildings 
being made like fortresses to last hun- 
dreds of years when there is in reality 
no such requirement and much unneces- 
sary expense incurred? 


The Effect on the Trade Unions 


As these jobs get bigger, more com- 
plex and more scientific, the demarcation 
problems tend to become more acute and 
the divisions between trades more obscure 
and archaic. The trade unions may, 
therefore, have to be prepared to give 
much more thought to the creation of 
the ‘ building worker ’—a man of many 
parts, as opposed to the separate trades, 
as now taught. The cry that building is 
a craft industry is, in my opinion, com- 
pletely out of date and has no call to 
youth. Building is now a science and 
is getting a more and more exacting one, 
and craft as such is no longer essential. 

The call to boys on the scientific wave- 
length will be much stronger. 

A streamlined training in the general 
handling of modern equipment and 
materials is what is wanted, based on 
entirely new principles with the em- 
ployers, and of much shorter duration 
than the present apprenticeship, and for 
goodness sake let us do away with the 
present indenturing processes. There 
will, of course, always be a limited call 
for the real craftsman. Let us create 
that quite deliberately, giving those boys 
who really enjoy creating lovely things 
a real chance to do so—giving them 
special training—recognising them as 
having special gifts, and they should, if 
necessary, have special rewards. 


The Effects of Education 


Architects, builders and quantity sur- 
veyors should be educated together much 
more, and all should have much more 
site training. Anyone who has done it 
knows the vast difference between look- 
ing down a deep hole from the top and 
looking at the top from the bottom. Far 
too few of the professions are at present 
given this advantage. It is psychological 
as well as technical. 

The Institute of Builders has done much 
to clear away the clutter of old-fashioned 
examination requirements, and as time 
goes on I hope they will be able to keep 
the exams up-to-date. This presages a 
hard time for teachers, who somehow o1 
other—difficult as it is—must be brought 
more and more and more into industrs 
and also loaned from industry. 


To Return to the Builder 


I have mentioned the effects of thi 
evolutionary process. I have not yet said 
what the medium-sized builder can d 
about it. As he is, I don’t believe ver) 
much. What may happen is either 
merger into a bigger firm, retaining the 
identity of the smaller one, or a merge 
into some sort of local consortium, poo! 
ing resources—such as planning, welfare 
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training, etc., but maintaining his own 
identity where suitable, and coming 
together as one sizeable entity to com- 
pete in the expanding fields. Actually 
since writing on this subject I understand 
this is apparently now being tried else- 
where in England. 

A report in ‘ The Builder’ of March 
10 announces the formation by some 
medium-sized builders in Bedford of the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers forming a new combine. This 
combine is largely in connection with 
house-building and obtaining land in 
competition with the house-building 
developers, but it shows a trend towards 
what I am saying. 

It is here that in my opinion the 
Employers’ Federation should start to 
look at themselves to see whether they 
are in fact serving the industry in the 
best possible way. Whilst pointing a 
finger at other branches of the industry it 
is well to look at our own affairs, which 
in my view could do with considerable 
examination. The Employers’ Federation 
should give a much stronger lead to 
integration of education, management 
training, thoughts on the merging of 
smaller companies, etc., than it does at 
the moment. I realise that it is talking a 
good deal about some of these matters, 
but there are these and many others which 
warrant very close attention, such as a 
much more positive stand amongst them- 
selves on tendering lists and tendering 
methods resulting in wholly uneconomic 
prices and cutting their own throats. 


Effect on Management, Recruitment 
and Training 


The top management of a large build- 
ing concern has to be many-headed— 
accountancy, finance, building techniques, 
physics and chemistry, apart from just 
plain management techniques, and above 
all plain common sense and imagination 
are all required at top level if they are 
to hold their own with all other indus- 
tries. Slightly down the scale, but of 
greater and greater importance, is site 
management, which is becoming more 
exciting and of greater scope all the time. 
As the projects get larger so do the oppor- 
tunities and the skill required. 

One of the particular difficulties which 
occur is, of course, at what we now call 
general foremanship level. The general 
foreman is going through as big a revolu- 
tionary change as anyone else, if not 
bigger. The old time general foreman no 
longer fits into the large modern con- 
struction project, which, as I have said, 
is very much more complex and integrated 
an operation than it ever was in the past 
ind is far more scientific. The manage- 
ment of sub-contractors, the management 
of materials—the whole _ operation 
demands altogether different qualities. 

Therefore, a new type of man is re- 
quired to supervise a large building site. 
With Mr. Peter Trench, I would like to 
call this man, for the moment, a site 
manager. The old style is to have a 
contract manager and a general foreman. 
This is the normal set-up in a company 
where the contract manager may run two 
x three contracts, with two or three 
eneral foremen under him running the 


structural work on site, the contract 
manager being responsible for progress, 
liaison, finance, etc., of the particular job 
in question. I believe that day for the 
larger works has gone and that you have 
got to have a man on site the whole time, 
who will be responsible for everything to 
do with that building site, and who will 
be able to not only look after the physical 
running of the constructional work, but 
do all the liaison, labour relations, finance, 
progressing, etc., required, and he will 
become what is called a project supervisor 
of a much higher status than anything we 
have hitherto known. 

The present general foreman will come 
in under this man, who is an essential 
pre-requisite to efficient building, and 
this is something to which we must bend 
our minds with a view to first of all get- 
ting such people to accept such a position 
outside on contracts, and secondly train- 
ing them. They should be top-grade uni- 
versity graduates, specially trained for 
carrying out this work, and at the present 
moment there is a snob element here 
which will have to be broken down, 
because the average person we get 
coming to us wishes to work as a con- 
tract manager, having in view the idea 
that he will be basically office bound, 
going out to sites and running them, but 
not actually living on them. This is a 
basically wrong conception of the whole 
thing. Such a man must be trained to 
work on site the whole time and happy 
and pleased to do it. This, of course, 
already occurs in America and in the 
civil engineering profession and it must 
begin to occur with us. Somehow the 
Universities must come to realise this 
and produce the right material for us. 
and for what I call the top-line stuff of 
negotiation. 


Negotiating a Really Big Contract ? 


There are hundreds of ways of start- 
ing on this, but basically one has got to 
be able to talk in the same language as 
the person with whom one is negotiat- 
ing. There are all sorts of people 


Building in 


Protection from Sun, Fire and Termites 


IN THE LATEST Information Bulletin from 
the UAM Group Mr. Edward Mills, CBE, 
FRIBA, writes on designing with asbestos 
cement in the tropics. The material, he 
points out, has many advantages, as it has 
high fire resistance, is tough, not attacked 
by termites, and is also inexpensive. In 
East Africa, it seems, local labour has a 
natural gift for moulding, and pots, flower 
vases, sinks, cattle troughs and similar 
units can be produced without difficulty, 
as well as standard corrugated sheeting 
patterns and all the appropriate fittings. 

The Bulletin also contains an interest- 
ing article by Mr. A. D. Gaymer, FRIBA, 
on the protection of tropical buildings 
from the sun. He points out that sun- 
light must be prevented from falling on 
or passing through windows and that the 
heat absorbed by the structure must also 
be kept to a minimum. 

Sunlight raises the temperature of the 
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developing property and having buildings 
erected for innumerable purposes. There 
are educated men, who are charming 
people with whom-it is very easy to 
develop a relationship. There are tough 
hard business men, who want to have the 
last ounce out of it and who talk property 
development in terms of real cash and 
business, and who want to get the job 
done at the least possible price. There 
are others, who see that speed is the 
essence of the job and price is not so 
important, and all of them talk money 
and understand money in the full sense 
of the word—how to raise it, how to use 
it, how to get it back—and the large-size 
builder who wishes to be brought into 
these schemes must talk that language 
and become a part of that work and not 
just wait while it is all done for him. 


Summing-up 


Summing-up, the industry appears to 
be going through an evolutionary period, 
in which not only are the demands made 
upon it much more scientific and organi- 
sational, but also in finance and new 
techniques of every kind. In order to 
meet this challenge not only have the big 
companies in the industry to call upon 
every resource they can, but the build- 
ing industry itself will have to be 
rationalised. Edges will have to be 
blurred—by that I mean that the sharp 
lines at present dividing the different 
members of the industry must be 
softened by some merging of their res- 
pective functions, perhaps on the lines 
which I have suggested, otherwise it 
could sink into chaos. 

The conception is then of building as 
big business, working on equal terms and 
raising its head high in the realms of 
industry with which it is so closely 
related. It is only by this means that we 
can keep ourselves great and produc- 
tive, and we shall only do it by attracting 
to building men of high qualifications 
able to lead and hold top positions in 
industry, and to be at one level with all 
their opposite numbers. 


the Tropics 


whole mass of the building, and this 
absorbed heat is given out by radiation. 
The time cycle of this is relatively slow, 
and a building may continue to warm its 
occupants even after sunset, when the air 
temperature may have dropped to a com- 
fortable level. Sun protection can be 
provided in various ways, most effectively 
by overall screens to allow vertical air 
circulation from the bottom to the top 
of the structure in the space between the 
screen and the wall. 

Various combinations of vertical fins 
and horizontal hoods can also be used, 
but these are, as.a rule, less satisfactory 
than full screening. 

Both articles are illustrated with a num- 
ber of excellent photographs. Copies of 
the Bulletin (No. 4, 1961) are available 
from the UAM Group Advisory and 
Information Service, Tolpits, Watford, 
Hertfordshire. 











IT IS COMPARATIVELY EASY to provide a 
stated level of illumination, rather more 
difficult to ensure that the installation is 
aesthetically pleasing to all and often 
quite a problem to be certain that the 
lighting scheme as a whole will be 
accepted as comfortable by the person- 
nel directly concerned. 

In the circumstances, therefore, any 
non-commercial and unbiased advice 
which deals concisely with the many 
problems associated with the provision of 
illumination should be given a warm re- 
ception by consultants, contractors and 
users alike. F 

The task of issuing a vade-mecum of 
appropriate information has ‘been ably 
undertaken by the Illuminating Engineer- 
ing Society in its recently published Code 
containing ‘Recommendations for Good 
Interior Lighting.’ This 1961 Code is in 
fact a completely new and comprehensive 
fifth edition of the IES ‘ Recommended 
Values of Illumination’ first published 
25 years ago. Recognising the fact that 
the lighting of interiors should be main- 
tained at the highest standard possible, 
the Code has been prepared to meet the 
needs of all who contribute towards the 
provision of this necessary building ser- 
vice. As a guide to good practice there- 
fore the Code will be of special appeal 
to the architect and interior decorator, 
each of whose responsibilities has been 
increased now that lighting is universally 
accepted as a complementary factor in 
design. 

The recommendations are mainly con- 
cerned with ‘working areas’ in indus- 
trial, commercial and public buildings, 
hospitals and schools. There are refer- 
ences to churches and stores, etc., but 
the aesthetical aspects of these and 
purely decorative interiors are rightly 
considered to be outside the scope of 
the Code. 


The Principal Aims 


For ease of reference the subject matter 
has been arranged in three main sub- 
divided parts, the first of which is 
entitled ‘The Principles of Good Light- 
ing’ and refers both generally and par- 
ticularly to natural and artificial lighting. 
The three main aims of lighting are 
clearly stated and are followed by a lucid 
exposition of their realisation. Perhaps 
the most important matter concerns the 
planning of the brightness and colour 
pattern of the working area and the sur- 
roundings, and as the latter consist of 
walls, ceilings, floor equipment and 
furnishings the liabilities of the interior 
designer become very pertinent. A table 
of brightness ratios is included to assist 
the designer in determining average 
brightnesses of task, background and 
surroundings. While not deprecating the 


inclusion of areas of strong brightness 
and colour, the Code wisely stresses the 
need for careful placing in order to avoid 
visual discomfort. 





Recommendations for Good Interior Lighting 


Commentary on the New IES Code 


BY A LIGHTING CORRESPONDENT 


The majority of readers are fully aware 
of the influence of lighting in the revela- 
tion of form and texture and many will be 
interested therefore in an outline of the 
general principles of directional light 
control as relating to a number of indus- 
trial inspection lighting problems. 


Problems of Glare 


Every interior lighting installation has 
basic visual problems and inadequate 
illumination and excessive glare may well 
be regarded as the Scylla and Charybdis 
of modern design. Consequently now that 
there is a universal tendency towards 
uplifting recommended illumination 
levels, it is more important than ever to 
ensure that glare, caused by natural and 
artificial light sources, does not occur. 

Glare, which can be due to the view- 
ing of direct sources or reflected images 
may well be subjective in character; in 
addition the degree of discomfort pro- 
duced will vary with circumstances and 
possibly with duration of working. Its 
control is of vital importance, therefore, 
and for the first time the Code includes 
limiting values of Glare Index for dif- 
ferent locations and tasks. The limiting 
value of glare discomfort can be calcu- 
lated from a basic formula but to simplify 
the procedure the Glare Index, for a 
scheme of symmetrically mounted over- 
head luminaires, can be derived from 
comprehensive tabulated data included 
in a later part. 

A section on colour rendering deals 
briefly with the appearance of coloured 
surfaces in relation to the spectral quality 
of the illuminant. The information given 
must always be borne in mind by the 
architect, especially now that there are at 
least eight varieties of ‘ white ’ fluorescent 
lamps. 

In dealing with lighting from the aspect 
of safety of movement, emphasis is quite 
rightly laid on the need to avoid disability 
glare. This form ef glare will tend to 
prevail if bright windows or lighting 
fittings are seen in juxtaposition with 
dark walls or ceilings, as often occurs in 
the corridors and stairways of modern 
buildings. 

When planning any lighting scheme it 
is most essential to consider the various 
aspects of maintenance, without which 
service the _ installation will soon 
deteriorate. One of the architect’s main 
responsibilities in this respect lies in the 
use of paints, the surface finish of which 
should be ‘satin’ rather than highly 
specular gloss. The engineer, when cal- 
culating the lumen output of the light 
source chosen, makes adequate allowance 
for the drop in light flux due to ageing 
of lamps and presence of dirt and dust on 
the fitting, walls and ceilings, etc. The 
architeet, however, must agree to the 
sighting of fittings in positions where the 
necessary cleaning and lamp replacement 
can in fact take place. Many day light- 
ing designers will welcome the inclusion 
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of separate maintenance factors to allow 
for the presence of dirt (a) on room sur- 
faces, and (b) on glazing surfaces. 

Part II is devoted to ‘ Aspects of Design ’ 
and a clear explanation is given on the 
determination of illumination levels. Apart 
from variation in the latter in accordance 
with the nature of the task performed, it 
is very necessary to ensure ‘ the 
creation of pleasant working environ- 
ment ’ and experience has lead to 
the recommending of a minimum value of 
amenity lighting of 15 lm/ft’. The schedule 
of the Recommended Values of Illumina- 
tion (included in Part III) covers a wide 
variety of occupations and buildings but 
for visual tasks not included therein, a 
procedure is given for determining the 
level of illumination appropriate. 

Of interest to those of a more technical 
bent is the section describing the method 
adopted for the ‘Assessing of Direct 
Glare.’ The IES Glare Index, which is in 
fact derived from a Building Research 
Station Glare Constant (G) formula, is 
equal to 10 log G. To permit of compu- 
tation it is necessary to know the light 
distribution of the lighting fittings ex- 
pressed as a British Zonal (BZ) Classifica- 
tion as described in IES Technical Report 
2 (available in May, 1961). Three worked 
examples are given to illustrate the com- 
putation necessary to establish whether, 
in a proposed scheme of illumination, the 
degree of discomfort glare which will 
result is acceptable or not. The examples 
show how modifications can be made if 
the calculated final Glare Index for the 
room in question is greater than the 
limiting accepted value. In a comprehen- 
sive set of tables of Intial Glare Indices 
(as related to BZ light distribution classi- 
fications) the reflection factors of walls 
and ceilings are stated in terms of per- 
centages ; equivalent Munsell Values are 
also given, however, so that the architect 
can safely leave the calculations to the 
lighting engineer. 








Importance of Daylight 


Although many practical and economic 
arguments could be advanced for design- 
ing windowless ‘ working’ rooms, the 
psychological advantages of natural light- 
ing are such that there has been no 
universal acceptance of this form of 
building. 

In order to make the best use of build- 
ing land, particularly in densely populated 
areas, it is often necessary to use artificial 
lighting in addition to that provided by 
natural sources. The smaller size of a 
window designed to a lower Daylight 
Factor has many technical and aesthetic 
advantages and for rooms in which the 
work is carried out over the complete 
areas permanent supplementary artificial! 
lighting schemes can be designed. A 
concise explanation of this relatively new 
conception of providing light during day- 
time, together with information on ‘ Day- 
light Factor’ determination is given in 
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Section 12 on ‘ Designing for Daylight.’ 

One great advantage of permanent 
supplementary artificial lighting is that the 
presence of a limited amount of natural 
illumination is psychologically satisfying 
to all room occupants. The recommended 
value of the artificial lighting component 
will depend upon the minimum of day- 
light factor of the rooms. A formula is 
given for guidance in its estimation, but 
in practice a level of 30-60 Im/ft’ will 
be found satisfactory. If the level of the 
normal artificial lighting is much less than 
that of the permanent supplementary 


artificial lighting, it is recommended that 
the change in levels should be made 
gradually or during a break in work. The 
Code draws attention to the factors deter- 
mining choice of lamps, from which it 
can be concluded that fluorescent tubes, 
of one or other ‘ colour’ designation will 
be the most practical artificial sources. 
The Schedule of Recommended Values 
of Illumination and Limiting Values of 
Glare Index which comprise Part III, has 
been grouped for ease of reference into 
four sections, one of which deals specific- 
ally with Surgeries and Hospitals. The 


Eastern Senior Apprentices 
Successful Week-end Course 


FROM OUR OWN 


THE ANNUAL WEEK-END COURSE for senior 
apprentices organised by the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
was held at the Westcliff Hotel, Clacton- 
on-Sea, from April 7 to 9, under the 
direction of Mr. Robert Porter, MBE, 
Director, and Mr. Gordon Bayley. 
Twenty picked senior apprentices from 
many parts of the region attended, and 
among the lecturers and chairmen were 
Mr. David Chaston, junior vice-president 
NFBTE, Mr. C. E. Wadley, president 
Eastern Federation, and Mr. M. J. 
Youngs, junior vice-president Eastern 
Federation. 


A Satisfying Career 


The course opened with a talk on 
‘Building as a Career’ by MR. IAN M. 
LESLIE, OBE, Editor of ‘ The Builder,’ who 
spoke of the satisfaction which the build- 
ing crafts, properly learnt and applied, 
could give to the individual. Those who 
looked further ahead could see a bright 
future in management on site, leading on 
perhaps to the highest posts in the 
industry. ‘I must warn you,’ Mr. Leslie 
continued, ‘that there are some rungs 
missing on the ladder of ascent, for build- 
ing management has not in general given 
enough attention to training for what is 
increasingly becoming a most complex 
process — the assembling under modern 
rush conditions of complicated structures 
that include an ever-increasing proportion 
of services.’ 

It was a question whether the foreman 
brought up through the crafts could cope 
with the proper organisation of this type 
of structure: certainly he could not with- 
out thorough training. 

In discussion initiated by MR. DAVID 
CHASTON from the chair, the boys gave as 
i general opinion (a) that craft training 
vas not an end in itself but should be 
iccompanied during apprenticeship by 
‘xperience in other departments of build- 
ng, such as estimating; (b) that the 
tandard of management on sites was not 
is good as it might be, foremen in some 

ases being tried beyond their training 
nd capabilities; (c) that the place of the 
emi-skilled men such as tower crane 
)perators, concretors, etc., should be 
etter defined and that training in servic- 
ng their plant as well as in operating it 
hould be given; and (d) that the building 
inions would be more effective if there 
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were fewer of them, so that demarcation 
disputes should be fewer. 

On Saturday morning MR. MICHAEL 
YOUNGS gave a splendid talk on Safety in 
Building—a subject new to these courses. 
Everyone knew of the human suffering 
caused by accidents of a severe or fatal 
nature on the site, said Mr. Youngs, but 
not every employer or operative knew the 
cost—not in compensation only but in the 
incidental outgoings which attended 
every accident, the greatest of which was 
loss of rhythm on the job. While much 
of the blame lay with employers, some of 
whom gave the appearance of indifference, 
the operatives themselves were often un- 
heeding and careless; ‘it can’t happen to 
me’ was a thought all to prevalent. 
Proper observance by masters and men of 
the regulations, a consciousness by 
management of the need for a safety 
policy, coupled with irregularly regular 
visits to every site, and an insistence on 
a tidy site could do much to cut down 
the accident rate which in 1960 was over 
20,000, ‘for each of which,’ said Mr. 
Youngs, ‘there were probably 40 un- 
reportable mishaps.’ 

MR. ROBERT PORTER, in the chair, put 
questions to the discussion groups, these 
groups reporting back to the general 
assembly. More posters, greater care by 
the men, the appointment of an effective 
safety officer on every site: these were 
some of their views. In reply to a question 
as to whether incentive-bonusing was 
responsible for some accidents, Mr. 
Youngs said that while it shouldn’t be, 
he had a feeling that the system could 
lead some men to take a short cut that 
could potentially be dangerous. 


Structure of the Industry 


Following an informative talk on Sat- 
urday afternoon by MR. C. WADLEY on the 
structure of the building industry as 
related to a firm employing 200 men the 
group split up for discussion on four 
major questions, posed by MR. F. R. DUN- 
CAN, chairman of the Building Advisory 
Committee, NE Essex Technical College. 

On the question of whether the em- 
ployment of an architect and the invita- 
tion to a number of builders to submit 
competitive tenders was preferable to the 
package deal, all the groups were of the 
firm opinion that the client’s interests 
were more likely to be safeguarded under 


77) 


illumination levels given should be main- 
tained at all times on the task and con- 
sequently to allow for depreciation in 
service, the initial values for new artificial 
lighting installations will be appreciably 
higher (about 50 per cent or so). 

Moderately priced at 12s. 6d., the IES 
Code is an up-to-date ‘ Blue Book’ which 
should be in the possession of every build- 
ing consultant and contractor. Perusal 
and study of much of its contents can 
only lead to more co-operative working 
without which ‘ the best planned schemes 
of lighting men can oft give glare.’ 


the standard British method of invita- 
tions to tender. 

On the second question of indulging in 
self-criticism of their own firms as 
regards elimination of waste and ineffi- 
ciencies, it appeared to be the general 
experience that a considerable amount of 
time is wasted waiting for materials as 
well as on occasions suffering from 
inadequate storage facilities which led 
either to damage or deterioration of the 
materials. It was clear from the discus- 
sion that none of the apprentices liked 
being idle on the site, preferring to pro- 
ceed quickly from one job to another. 

On the question of relative skills as 
between the crafts and whether there 
should be any differential rate of pay, 
with the exception of one group who 
thought that the apprenticeship period 
for bricklayers and painters should be 
reduced to 3 years, the general view was 
that the 5-year term was adequate and 
that no differential rates should exist 
between craftsmen, mainly for the reason 
that it might lead to disunity on the site 
and a less happy atmosphere. Although 
none of the lads had experienced a 
system of block release for technical 
instruction, only one group of the four 
felt that continuous instruction for a 4- 
week period was preferable to the normal 
release of one day per week. 


The Economic Background 

On Sunday morning MR. F. V. H. 
RAMSBOTTOM, Assistant Secretary of the 
Cambridge University Extra - Mural 
Board, gave an interesting talk on the 
economic outlook with special reference 
to the individual and national choice of 
spending or investing, which had a topical 
flavour in view of the imminence of the 
Budget. The chair was taken by Mr. 
R. B. D. ADAMS, President, Colchester 
Association of Building Trades 
Employers, 

The course ended with an illustrated 
talk by MR. H. J. ELDRIDGE, Chief Experi- 
mental Officer of the BRS, and the dis- 
cussion which followed showed clearly 
that all present were made aware of the 
assistance available to the industry 
through the Research Station as well as 
the necessity of being able to obtain 
information on the _ results of the 
Research Station’s work. The chair was 
taken by MR. D. Jj. SNELL, President, 
Clacton Association of Building Trades 
Employers. 

The response by the _ apprentices 
throughout left no room for doubt that 
they had been interested in, and had 
profited by, this stimulating course. 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. It is recommended that 
the prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers 
and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices 
for Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 
Holborn and St. Pancras. 
Pit Ballast aaa ied is a Se 
Pit Sand = ; ode pia a ee = FA 
Washed Sand 
} in. Shingle 
j in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze wea one je 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Sl: ig Aggregate oes --» per ton 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifi- 

cation delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site Dad = ah ; per ton 

1 to 6 tons, site es wi iin 
Rapid-Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and 

upwards to site ‘ : aoa 

lto6tons do. site , ‘ 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 

ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 

ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 
Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 310s. Od. to 708s. Od. om ton. 
White Portland Cement 
Under | ton - per cwt. 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6- ton lots 

and upwards .-. per ton 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above 

Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s.0d. to £14 5s.0d. 

(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Ciment Fondu and Lightning Brands High Alum- 

inous cement, 6-ton lots and up wwe 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway 

Depot, ‘London : 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads (London sites) 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks Renee 

sites) . --» per cwt. 


BRICKS 


Full Loads 
First Hard Stocks ... 
Second Hard Stocks Sai 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) 
Mild Stocks as 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The 
question of haulage is still very difficult and 
prices must be obtained from job to job. 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
district : 
Commons 
Cellular Commons 
Keyed do. 
Rustics aan 
Cellular Rustics .. 
Single Bullnose Commons 
Sandfaced . ; 
Tuscans 
Saxons 
Golden Buffs ai 
Dapple Light Facings .. 
Heather Facings 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London sites) 
do. Bulinose (London sites) .. 
Blue Wire Cuts (London sites) 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) 
Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks : 
2 in. (London stations) 
234 in. (London sites) 
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CURRENT PRICES 





























s. 
3 in. (London stations) aaa wt aid -- per 1,000 39 4 
ae. See 39 


3 in. (London sites) ... 

2% in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) 

2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) .. 

2§ in. Machine- made Multi Red Facings (London 


Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) ... “a ee ne ae ie 
2%in. Hand-made Sandfaced Miulti-Colour 
Facings (London sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) ° 
28 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) . 
Glazed eee onten sites), White, Ivory, B Brown: 
Stretchers ... 
Headers eat 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4hi in. Flats ... 
Double Stretchers ae 
Double Headers ‘ 
One side and two ends ... 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints : il 
Cream and Buff, £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over 
White. All above prices plus 474% for Best 
quality and plus 474% less 10% for Second 
quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


| Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 


HoLtow CLaAy PartTiTION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum ray loads 
©2} in. ... st yds. 
Bun ILDING me. (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity)... 110 yds. 
*4 in. (6 cavity) ; 90 yds.__.... 
6 in. (8} in. x 5¥ in. ) 1,250 blocks ... 
ss Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
100 yds. 
85 yds. 
75 yds. 
55 yds. 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA 


n. 
3! ‘in. Load bearing quality 
4in. do. do 

MOLER PARTITION Bioc ks 

\ i. ee et 150 yds. 

Me «<« <a ee 

(\ “oo on iis 100 yds. 

a a 90 yds. ; 
LIGHTWEIGHT Conc RETE BUILDING AND PARTITION 
BLOCKS OF VARIOUS SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 

- 7) ee -—<« ek «. l!)| | lO ORE. 

ee 80 yds. ae 

eee 65 yds. 

ee ee fo 

SL 44 yds. 

2 ae 33 yds. 

THERMALITE- YTONG A ell BLocks 

28 i. ... : 144 yds. 


| THERMALITE- YTONG LOAD-BEARING INSULATING BLocks 


:) Ee ‘ ee 120 yds. . = ~~ sup. 
4 in. ‘ oa _ 
5 in. 
a 
8h in. ... ; _ : : 
FLOOR ‘BLocks AND FILLER. Ties. 
Floor Blocks 12 in. x 12 in. delivered in full lorry- 
loads : 

|) 

. 

i= 

= 

2. 

10 in 
Filler Tiles i in multiples of 1O tiles aaah ‘1 1,000 multiples : 
12 in. x 3 in. x gin. 

12 in. x 4 in. x Pin. 

10 in. x Sin. x gin. 


£ 


31 
18 
19 
20 
20 
21 


21 
52 


16 


15 
0 


19 
4 
17 
17 
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5 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. TIMBER 
Glazed Stoneware Standard List (November, 1956). . Softwood Ex per 
: 4 in. in. 9 in. Joinery quality ... .. .. ... Wharf standard £115 to £14¢ 
Pipes, 2 e. henge ae ae ee ll 4/6 Carcassing quality : do. 
Bends nie) ea ae each > 20 /3 1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. 
Junctions — pe a aie ike i 8/4 Sh Hardwood 
Gullies with 4 in. outlets ... 12/6 13/9 22/6 Mahogany—African S.E._... 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List do. Honduras S.E.. 
(November, 1956) prices delivered London Area. European S.E. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot. " Japanese S.E. ... 


Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces . English Logs sawn 
Over2tons | Under2tons Under 2 tons 8 in. average S.E. 
post erred al ; —5% 9 , +15% 20% African Logs sawn 
est Quality... +10 %-— 5% +10 % 415% + %4 ~ 
Ps baw -. +38%— 5% 437%415% 4 raf Z —_ (t =) om ip nag [BB ex ae 
S Teste alit 474%— 5% +47 74.15% "dl sraeli Gaboon do exterior ¥ one e 
cna ' 18 mm. Birch Blockboard 
ie aa mm. Birch Blockboar re 
2° Same Been “aha Go he. GEN -. + per 008 16 } in. Douglas Fir Plywood 96 in. x 48 in. Exterior 
6 in. do. CG ERY on a Wise . grade WPB (AX100) solid two sides ... 
9 in. do. do. . 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
DAMP COURSE Delivered London area. 


Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. 1} in.‘4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
rolls cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and S. 2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. totes 

2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 

2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... 

2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... ae. kis si ces 

2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4x G in deal 

2 ft. 6 in. «6 ft. 6 in. ... ~~ ie ea Le 

| 2 ft. 9 in. « 6 ft. 6 in. sae bas ae 7 
2 in. 2 Panel top poe open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 

2 ft. 6 in. «6 ft. 


over delivered Londonarea ..._... e yd. sup. 
Asbestos base do. 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. 
Lead lined bitumen do. 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. 
18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates... 7 1,000 
14 in. x 9 in. do. do. ees : 
9 in. x 9 in. ; do. 
18 in. * 43 in. . do. 
14 in. ¥ 4 in. ; do. 
9 in. x 43 in. > do. 


— 
WwoOON NNW: 


2 ft. 9 in. 6 ft. gin a 
1} =! Plywood tay Flush Doorsto BS459, ‘Part2A 
0 in. x6 ft. Oin. ... : 
STONE 2 ft. 0 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
Bath Stone ; 2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
Monks Park aad psi cas (cae . per ft. ° 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 4 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground _ .. ne 1 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 1} in. ination Faced Flush Doors 
B.R. Western Region. 2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 0 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered 2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 ia. ee 
London area ; ae me 2 ft. 3 in. 6 ft. 6 in. oe 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area eae 2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
Portland Stone— 2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6 in. .. 
Brown hy iy random ataein, +7 ft. 
average delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, B.R. Southern Region oni 7" SUNDRIES 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. Delivered London area. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
9 in. x3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and quantities of 1 ton (67 yds. to lton) ... ... per yd. 
stolled cills ...  . ” one ft. ¢ 1} in. do. (67 yds.tolton) ..._ ... = 
12 in. x 6 in. do. “do. do. om 2 in. do. (52 yds.tolton) ..._... m 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated 24 in. do. (45 yds.tolton) ..._... a 
12 in x 3 in. Weathered and twice — coping 3 in. do. (39 yds. tol ton)... es 
14 in. x 6 in. do. do. Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per } in. of thickness 
4} in. x 9 in. Plinth rubbed on top and face - 4 in. imported or home produced insulation Board, per 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... .-. per ft. quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. ... a : ... 100 sq. ft. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. ‘ in. Hardboard do. ara aes 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork -o- por ft. ji; in. do. do. 
do. do. fair one edge for fair faced brickwork : in. Compressed Straw Slabs, roofing ‘quality. 
Hard York— 6 ft., 8 ft., 9 ft., 10 ft., and 12 ft. x 4 ft. 
12 in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and 50-100 yds. oom hs .. per yd. sup. 
edge nis soe oes eos eee «+. per ft. 101-250 yds. i i = 
14 in. <3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 251-750 yds. 
and front per ft. Z Over 750 yds. ... 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front na 2 in. do. for partitions 4d. per yd. cheaper. 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes_ ... per ft. sup. 7 % in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets.. 
2 in. Sawn roe wes aa, in random } in. do. do. do. 
sizes sw . : .. per yd. sup. Roofing Felt 1- -ply .. i 
do. 2-ply .. a ei | eae, ane x 
TILES AND PANTILES Best Scotch Glue in slabs). sss per } cwt. 


do. Cae ace: A ae Oat aes ce 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. CoitGiee ces tet ll ll il eel 


Machine-made Pantiles and French eel Tiles from Impact Adhesive ... aa sce 
Lincolnshire district = “a eee Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots)... oe 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ... do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . a ee a 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district Wire Nails 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ... | ase wee, per cwt. 
Hand-made 104 x 6} tiles Berkshire district do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) i 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles a 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 é 
do. iketoching (49S) _ . . oe. Basis Joi , 
—_ nsi rs” res nsibilit sts— 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchase e po y. 3 in. 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. x iin. 10, in, 
12 in. x6 in., plain "cut to engths delivere 
SLAVES London ia “ae see Ge ie . per ton 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. x 14 in. 4 in. x 1} in.... 
3 in. X3 in. ... ome tee ie 
4 in. x3 in. ... 
10 in. x 44 in. ici Ya ae 
5 in. x 24 in. Sm... «.. 
4} in. x 1} in. Le Se = 
5 in. x 44 in. 7 in. x 3} in. ism: <5... 
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METALS 


CACOU OC YNFRYVYNS 
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STEEL Joists, ETC. 


4. 


First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage paid in 

truck loads to dummnen Rate station. ve 1,000 actual. £ 4 
24x 12 155 
Er ce, es. Oe Vee? aed “A-hee: ° aa Sed sae 
po.) i cs ai saa _ sa oie ie ia 111 
rr) nn — ae he “ sii — ve 104 
yo) _ _ aan aes = a cai = _ 102 
SEM EP sce wie ae iad _ i we =< om 69 i 
om ee ee ee ee ee 61 6 in. x 3 in. ee ee 

A ae : ’ : = An 54 6 in. x 44 in. 7 in. x4 in. 8 in.: ied 

16x 8 ott 42 9 in. x 4 in. 10 in. x Sin. ... ds ed 
NoTR. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 12 in. x 5 in. an eT Me. ss 
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METALS—continued 


9 in. x7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 
14in.xS$in. 14 in. x6 in. 
15 in. x 5 in. 15 in. x 6 in. 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 
18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in. 
Steel angles average price 
Steel tees average price . ase 
Fabricated work delivered London 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted 
Compound girders 
Stanchions 
Compound stanchions 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins 

Average prices not for awkward work. 
Angle cleats and 3 in., } in. and { in. bolts eigenen 
price London area 


FERRO-CONCRETE BARS AND FABRIC 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete Bars British manufac- 
ture to BSS 785 ex. Mills. 1 in. diameter and 
upwards delivered nearest London station 
do. do. ex. London Stock 
delivered London site can = et 
Extras 
. diam. 
ao. «. 
do. . 
do. 
do. 
§ in. and ? in. diam. . 
Steel wire mesh reinforcing fabric to BSS 1221, ‘. 
Ref. No. 106 ca Ibs. .-. per 


12 in. > 
14 in. 
16 in. » 
18 in. x 
20 in. x 


do. 


109 ‘ oe 
113 183 7 


122 7.32», 
125 4.32 ,, - 
Mit_p Sree. TuBEs 
Fittings BSS 1740. 
Basic List Prices 
} in. 


i 10 
0 


Tubes to BSS 1387. 


rt 
= 
— 


HAl CAKDAN! | 


} in. 


5 
=: 


Tubes ... 

Bends 

Elbows, square 
do. round 


. per ft. 4 

7 

8 

o 1 

Tees ‘i - 
4 

6 

& 


each 


UNNNN = 
AwNnn** 


1 
1 
2 
2 
4 


- 
—Ne Ub pun 


Crosses 

Sockets, Plain 

do. Diminished _,, 

Backnuts ‘ : 4 
MALLEABLE FirtinGs 
tin. fin. 


9 
2 
8 
b 


o o 
-— COW ww wee 


—Al Nosh) woos’ 


o 


S 


— 
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+ 


5 


Elbows, * 
Tees 
Crosses , ‘“ 1 34 
Sockets , 1s 5} 
Backnuts , 3 
Discounts from List prices as follows :— 
Galvanised Tube— 
Under | ton Over 1 ton 

38 


1a 


round each 


=—NN=— = 


1/24 
53 


ml Ol co 
~~ oe 


W.I. Fittings 
Light 


Light 
Heavy - 


Medium 
Heavy 
Black— 
Light 
Medium 
Heavy 


bes 
364% 
283% 
503%, 
463", 
39 &% 
>I. HALtF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 
Gutters 
3 in. : 7 ; a 4/24 
34 in. 4/7 
4 in. $/i1l 
43 in. 6,6 
5 in. 7/3 


C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
Gutters 
5/5 


Light 314° 


3 
Heavy —27 


Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths : 
3 in. ; 
34 in. ; : -4 
4 in. ‘ = 8 

44 in. . : isa 

5 in. in le , 4 


C.1. RAIn-WATER PIPES 


2 

2 
—— Y) 
ta he 


to 


L.C.C. Coated So 


wrioo™ woo 
A—won 'D wae 
a Mm 
7 
ww 


1 
15/4) 13 


per ton 


per ton 


.. per ton extra 8 
6 


a 254% 


-213% 

4% 

3° 
° 


Nozzles 
3/9 


of 
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per cwl. 


40 


So 


49 


— wt msm 
So 


—-= 
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sq. yd. 
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NEAL N&a~ic: 


= 
Ne WAUUAn™ 


5" 
5" 
5 


mW ee 


ssn ON 
et 
NUS wee 
NNT A 
1a np 
—watnah 
Mm rnIaH | 


_ 
S 
- 


Malleable 
Fittings 
Malleable List 
-14% + 40% 


Stop Ends 
1/1 


Stop Ends 
1/3 


Branches 
6/7 


8/10 
9/7 
11 


. 1 
Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5-cwt. lots 


only. 


plus 274°, and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5% 


Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300, dated Jeg vy: 1, 


1955, 
2-ton lots 24%. 


| Shoes 
| Single Branches pom eis 


| Gutters, 6 ft. angie 


| Gutters, 6 ft. 


Malleable List 
—14% | 
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L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPEs 


. diameter in 9 ft. 
do. do. 


lengths 
in diameter bends ae 


each 

" do. do. ra ie i) om - 

. diameter branches .. a ee = a 
do. do. 


- yd. run 


s. 
1 


1 
1 
1 


Above prices for any ‘quantity but under 5 cwt. carriage extra. 


PitcH Fispre DRAIN PIPES 
in. diameter in 5 ft., 5 ft. 6 in. or 8 ft. Lae 
including couplings we - 
i do. ane 


: diameter short. radius } ‘bends ~ 
4 bends 
"cothe bends (5 S 
do. 


ao. 
do. 


oO. —_ 
in. diameter 6 ft. lengths) 


do. 
Above prices for loads of £60 and over. 
Loads £25 to £59 19s. 11d. Plus 10% 
Loads under £25 __..... Plus 15% 


AsBestos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND Firtincs : 


All less 173% discount. 
Pipes, 6 ft. lengths .. 


2in. 24in. 
4/7 4/104 
3/3 


3/- 
4/8 5/6 
rid 


Bends, square or obtuse . we 3/3 
Swan Necks, 4} in. proj. ...,, 3/7 4/8 
do. 6in. do. 3/10 5/2 
ASBESTOS oO. G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 


41 


-. per yd. 
- each 


.. per yd. 
Drop ends 

Stop ends 

Angles ... 

Nozzles os 

Union Clips ... 


3 in 
3 0} 
: ie 


rho 
2/6 
1/3 


lengths | 
Drop ends . each 
Stop ends 

Angles ... 

Nozzles oni 

Union Clips ... 


Iron—Staffordshire Caw nireians Guty 
Mild Steel Bars ia 
Mild Steel Hoops ... 


hand ft. run 


April 21 1961 


Neocon & 


— 


— 
ASCOPoOn-OOoKAOn 


wee Hee 


Ex Merchant's 


| Soft Sheets C.R. and CA in 


20 gauge 

24 gauge 

26 gauge ... ee 
Gavenied Corruguated Sheets, 6- ft. ‘to 9- ft. _— 

20 gauge nae 

24 —_— 

26 gaug pi 
Ganda Flat Sheets cA R. and Cie 

20 gauge eee ove 

24 gauge 

26 gauge 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


(Base Prices) 

Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... , 

Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 

Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) 

Coiled strip BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide).. 


| Coiled strip, high purity, ‘22 SWG “(2 in. wide) 


Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Circular Profile 
8 ft. x 32 in. x20 SWG 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Industrial Profile 
8 ft. x 31? in. x 20 SWG 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Mansard ‘Profile 
8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEI9WP simple angle 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEI9WP 1 in. diam. 
round me 

Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1k in. O/Dx20SWG_.. 

Tubing BS 1471 HTI9WP 1} in. O/D x 20 SWG 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 


Delivered in London area. 
B.S.S. 
All per dozen sin. jin. 1 in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron.. --- 87/- 128/- 
Toilet bib cocks for iron . 109/- 158/5 


per lb. 


£ 
62 
64 
67 


70 


“73 


78 


71 
75 
80 


s. 
. 
17 


coo coo aaa 


Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
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etc.—continued 


l}in. 1}in. 2 in. 
917/6 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, 


All per dozen sin. fin. 1in. 
Screwdownstopcocksforiron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1,389/6 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves . 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union ene seed to 

. 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 


iron 
1} in. in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4 in. 

Caps and Screws ee eee «33 f-. 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 

Brass Sleeves... nie aaa ee 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
1}x6lb. 14x61b. 27Ib. 3x7 Ib. 


am > 68 /6 85/6 137/- 233 /9 
Lead S. trap do. do. 82/9 102 /9 168 /3 302 /3 
Solder : 


s & 

Plumbers’ 1 cwt. lots 320/- 14 Ib. lots per lb. 3 7 
TOD axe “nee ey 404 /- a dad “ 4 5 
Blow pipe we a al 407 /- oe am ie 4 6 

Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 263d. per Ib. plus 
gauge and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 10 cwt. 
Extra 


Lead P. trap with brass clean- 
ing screws aa 


d. 
Approx. per ft. + 


4 in. x 19 gauge 16} Total per Ib. 
.x19 143 a -e 


4 
Small Quantity extras : 
10 cwts. to 5 cwts. pen sie — ska 
5 cwts. to 2 cwts. a eee ee a 
2 cwts. to 1 cwt. 4 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. ” wide, basic price plus” £ 
gauge and manufacturing extras . 2 
ZINC 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG), 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 
. * 2gauge(23SWG), ,, ,, _ pe 
Ma 14 gauge(21SWG), ,,,, ne a 
Brass TUBE 
.Jrass tubes, basic poten, yam one = manufac- 


turing extras per Ib. 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price to one address in London or Home Counties A 


Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and ndeanapet per ton 104 

ie Water Pipe, in coils : * 107 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. in dia. “ 

o = a». Seren ae aoe = 

» Gas or Untinned Compo pipe... - 
5 cwt. lots and over less 6d. per cwt. off basic prices. 
Extras over Basis for quantities wasede 5 cwt. 

3 cwt. and under 5 cwt. bee 

1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ° 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipes to less than 

basis weights and cutting to sizes less than basis 

charged extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £53 Os. Od. per 

ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and me a 7 on site per ton 
do. White do. 

Sirapite Coarse BSS 1191 eae ¥e 

Fine 
Browning BSS 1191 Class B 
Board Finish do. 
Blue Lias Lime, in 6-ton loads 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) in 6-ton loads | 
do. (White) do. a 
or do. 
White) do. non 

White Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-ton loads 

Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-ton tense 

Granite Chips, in 6-ton loads = = 

Haw. ... -- per cwt. 

Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base ‘Board, 3 in. ‘thick, 
600 yds. and over in one aunties Delivered site 
1,200 yds. ... 
do. Insulating do. 3 in. thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery. Delivered site e 
1,200 yds. ... 

Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
12 ft., % in. thick, 600 yds. vane over in one 
delivery. Delivered site 
1,200 yds. 
do. Insulating “do. 
over in one delivery. 
1,200 yds. ... ; 


_ on 
a 


— 


Lamp Eom 


=, 
PNUNNMAADUADHOOOOC HM 
— 


RNY NN JanrBrcSiunpwsnoe 


KN AOWAASCOCOALWOALOW> 


top top 


per yd. 


“00 


‘Fin. thick, “600 yds. and 
anes site a 


PAINTS AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area. 

Ceiling Distemper .. 

Washable Distemper 

Gloss Paint ... 

Super Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) 


per cwt. 


per "gal. 
per cwt. 





~ 
~ 
uw 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS 
Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs . .-. per cwt. 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- "19 gal lotsin 1 gal. tins per gal. 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 a keg (10 ton lots) per cwt. 
do. do. (1 cwt. lots) 

Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 ‘cwt. keg 
Size XD quality 28 lb... 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal. ) drums extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. - 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute ( 5 gal.) drums extra 

do. do. (40 gal.) do. oa 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) 
White Lining Paper ae 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak, Pale Copal do. do. 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... 
Front Door Varnish 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan ... 

Brunswick a7 

Berlin Black . 

Terebene ae 

Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) . 
French and Brush Polish (do.)... 


GLASS 


Delivered London area. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Cotiany Gissing —- 
Cut Sizes.. ; : 
24 oz. do. do. do. ‘do. 
26 oz. do. do. do. do. 
32 oz. do. do. - do. 
4 in. Rolled Plate.. ae at 
% in. Rolled and Rough Cast. 
¢ in. do. do. 
$ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, 
patterns— 
White Group 1 
do. Group 2 
do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints - 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte 
and Luminating Group 3... 
} in. Wired Cast up to 50 in. 
tin. do. do. S0in. to 72 in. 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
Cross reeded 5} 5}x3{ in. ... 
Broad reeded 7} 7? x3{ in. ... 
.32 Cross reeded 73 7}x3{in. ... 
7} x 73 Xx 3¢ in. 


Prismatic 
Flemish 7X 73 x 3{ in. 
7} X 7} x 3f in. 


Boomerang 
ze Blocks— 
72 X 32 x 34 in. 
d Corner Blocks to dene all with— 


per tin 
«++ per gal. 


UAOWONAAaVY 


ob wmoononana™ 


= 


per Ib. 
- per piece 


— 
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per gal. 
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Standard 


SNe 
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DAnhww 
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= 
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Or. 
% 


2 Cross reeded 
Cross reeded . 
Broad reeded .. 
2 Cross reeded . 
PB. 2, P.B.3, P.B.32 are also ‘supplied in Light 
Diffusing Blocks at same price. 
tin. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
100 ft. sup. 

2 in. Polished Plate, ‘extra sizes, i.e., plates | exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both 
ways. G.G. quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. 
or 240 in. one way or 130 in. both ways ae 11 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or =e 15 

Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 

Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 

Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 

The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 

Minimum per ft. 

quantity s. d 
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Description of Glass— 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. .. 
4 oz. 
26 oz. 
32 oz. 
$ in. Rolled Plate... 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White Group 1 ae 
do. Group 2 
$ in. Pinstripe, Semsmnentitipe, Reeded, Luminat- 
ing and Spotlyte Group 3 
# in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 
¢ in. do. do. as 
+ in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal up to 50 in 
tin. do. do. do. 50 in. to 72 in. 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ss 
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(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors) 














1. Craftsmen and Labourers. 2. Apprentices. 3. Young Male Labourers. 
Region |Craftsmen Labourers Age Per cent. of London and | England, Wales Age Per cent. of London and England, Wales 
_ r — 3 : | Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. | Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. | and Scotland 
s. ° s. . | 
Rand Bee o | a s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. 
(Grade A) ... | | 4 15 25 1 3d 1 3 
Seniee... | 5 & 4 6 16 334 ! af 1 8 ” yg ties pe 
L 17 50 2 5 2 6 16 45 2 OF 1 112 
iverpool and | 18 62 3 2 ;s 
District | 1} 4 6 19 75 3 104 3 9 17 66% 3 0 2 11 
Scotland... eee | 5 0 4 4 20 87} 4 6 4 4 18 100 | 46 44 
i | 





























NORTHERN IRELAND is not included; 


WATCHMEN.—The rates per shift for watchmen engaged on building sites is 27s. 


rates fluctuate so much from district to district that reference should be made to local offices 
6d. in London and Liverpool District, and 26s. 3d. in the provinces. 


FEMALE OPERATIVES.—In all districts throughout the country except in Scotland the rate of wages for women, aged 19 and over, engaged in craft processes is 4s. 1$d. 


per hour. Women eggaged on work other than craft processes, 3s. 944. per hour. 


period, and the woman labourer, 3s. 10}d. 


New Companies 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registra- 
tion agents. 


GEO. HANSON & SONS (HUCKNALL) LTD.— 
Regd. March 23, 1961. Watnall-rd., Huck- 
nall, Notts. Secy.: Wm. Hann. _ Bildrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000 


BIRKBY & BRUNT (DEVELOPMENTS) LTD.— 


Regd. March 23, 1961. Willow Spinney, 
Carneles Green, Broxbourne, Herts. Secy.: 
Clare Birkby. Bldg. and constn. and civil 


engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

F. H. STROUD LTD.—Regd. March 23, 1961. 
41 Cromwell-rd., S. Kensington, SW7. Secy.: 
Mrs. Clare Stroud. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£100. 

P. A. BURRIDGE & SONS LTD.—Regd. March 
23, 1961. 1 High-st., Lymington, Hants. 
Secy.: Edna M. Burridge. Bldrs. and contrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £4,000. 

DANIEL & COLL LTD.—Regd. March 23, 1961. 
16 Babington-rd., SW16.  Secy.: H. 
Daniel. To acquire land, to build houses, 
flats, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

STAN ROBINSON (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. 
March 23, 1961. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
Stanley Robinson, 2 Ambhurst-cl., Leicester. 

A. J. HOLCOMBE & SONS LTD.—Regd. March 
24, 1961. The Mill, Crowborough. Secy.: 
W. E. Holcombe. Bldrs. and decrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £6,000. 

F., A. & H. TAYLOR LTD.—Regd. March 24, 
1961. Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £60,000. 
Dir.: Fredk. Taylor, 10 Skip-la., Walsall. 

BoYD & COZENS LTD.—Regd. March 24, 


1961. 20la Albion-st., Southwick. Secy.: 
D. K. Suttle. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£10,000. 

OGDEN BROS. CONTRACTORS (1961) LTD.— 
Regd. March 24, 1961. 11  Ferryfield-rd., 
Chadderton. Secy.: Ernest Ogden. Bldrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 


N. TAYLOR & SONS (CONTRACTORS) LTD.— 


Regd. March 24, 1961. Woodroyd, 97 Black- 
gate-la., Tarleton, Preston. Secy.: Geo. 
Gregson. Bldrs. and contrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £10,000. 


GRAVETT & FLOOD LTD.—Regd. March 24, 


1961. 127 Woodcote-rd., Wallington, Surrey. 
Secy.: A. B. Gravett. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. 

CARLEX CONSTRUCTION LTD.—Regd. March 
24, 1961. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,500. 
Sub.: Charles H. Charlesworth, 47 Cliff-rd., 
Leeds 6 


LEMON & BUNKER LTD.—Regd. March 24, 
1961. Bldrs., decrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 
= Percy O. Ansell, 116 Chancery-la., 
WwCc2 


EDMOND (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. March 24, 
1961. Bldrs. and contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. Sub.: Richard L. Edmond, ‘ Westella 





Cottage,’ Braids-walk, Kirkella, E. Yorks. 

W. MOULD & SONS LTD.—Regd. March 24, 
1961. Bldrs. and genl. contrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Sub.: P. O. Ansell, 116 
Chancery-la., WC2. 

ROGER GIBSON LTD.—Regd. March 27, 1961. 


‘Longsden,’ Uzmaston-rd., Haverfordwest, 
Pembs. Secy.: Wm. G. Pugh.  Bidrs., 
contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

C. A. ELDRIDGE LTD.—Regd. March 27, 1961. 
‘The Pip,’ Pilot-rd., Hastings, Sussex. 
Secy.: Margaret C. Eldridge. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

LESLIE G. HOLLAND LTD.—Regd. March 27, 
1961. Bildrs., contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 


£2,000. Sub.: Leslie G. Holland, 388 Valley- 
rd., Nottingham. 

Cc. A. LINES LTD.—Regd. March 27, 1961. 
26 High-st., Pinner, Middx. Bldrs., contrs., 


‘A Guide to 


NFBTE’s Comments on 


THE National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers has issued an official 
comment upon the Amalgamated Union 
of Building Trade Workers’ recently pub- 
lished booklet*, ‘Guide to Incentives.’ 
After a careful study of this document the 
Federation’s Incentives Committee states 
that it repudiates this attempt to estab- 
lish a national schedule of bonus targets 
for certain kinds of building work. 
Member firms of the National Federa- 
tion are, in consequence, advised to 
adhere to the terms of the National Joint 
Council’s Settlement of 1947, which pro- 
vides for targets to be ‘ fixed beforehand 
on each site, job, shop or factory by the 
employer or his agent and then agreed 
with the employees concerned.’ Any 
attempt by either party to lay down 
national targets is contrary to this settle- 
ment and should be treated accordingly. 
Insofar as targets are concerned the 
employers, in their past discussions with 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives on this subject, have 
consistently made it clear that any 
attempt to set national targets tends to 
raise costs without improving output, 
because to be acceptable such targets have 
to make it possible for every workman to 


In Scotland the rate for the woman craftsman is 4s. 44d. after a probationary 


etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: Cecil A. Lines, 
19 Holmdene-ave., N. Harrow. 

H. SWINDELLS LTD.—Regd. March 27, 1961. 
1 Crescent-par., Ripon. Secy.: Sylvia K. 
Swindells. Bldrs., decrs., pntrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100 

SITUSEC CONTRACTORS LTD.—Regd. March 
27, 1961. Constructors of roads, railways, 
buildings, etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Sub.: 

H. V. Dixon, 4 Throgmorton-ave., EC2. 

CROFT HOMES LTD.—Regd. March 27, 1961. 
Stoney Stack, Marlow Bottom-rd., Bucks. 
Secy.: Dorothy R. Croft. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £4,000 

STEPHEN ALLATT & CO. LTD.—Regd. March 


27, 1961. 75a Fair-rd., Wibsey, Bradford 6. 
Secy.: D. E. G. Wing. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Plibrs., genl. bldg. contrs., etc. 

RICHARDSON BUILDERS (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
LTpD.—Regd. March 27, 1961. Friars-chbrs., 
Dock-st., Newport, Mon. Secy.: Ursula V. 
Richardson. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 


Incentives’ 
AUBTW's Publication 


earn a bonus. They therefore have to be 
based on the speed and ability of the least 
efficient men. 

Again, national targets discourage im- 
provement in efficiency and disregard such 
vital matters as quality and methods of 
building, both of which will and must vary 
according to the circumstances and nature 
of the job. Earlier experiments in this 
matter in this country and elsewhere have 
proved this to be so. 

The AUBTW targets are too low in 
present-day circumstances, and were it 
possible even with the scant description of 
the operations given to apply them to an 
average building job today, a considerable 
increase in labour costs would inevitably 


result. 
One section of the booklet deals with 
the principles on which incentives 


schemes should be based. This is a matter 
which the NFBTE and NFBTO (of which 
the AUBTW is a principal constituent) 
have been discussing together for some 
time. The last discussion took place 
shortly before Easter and further meetings 
are envisaged. 

** Guide to Incentives.’ Published by the 


AUBTW, from Crescent-lane, London, SW4 
Price 3s. 6d. 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW 





This Review of plant, equipment and materials—in most cases new or with 
mew features—is intended to give brief details only of the products 
mentioned. Notices are based on data supplied by the manufacturers. 
Additional information and prices can be obtained either direct or by 
using the prepaid Readers’ Service form which appears on page 162 of this 


issue. 


1. Cleaning 


A new lightweight, scrubbing, polishing 
and spray cleaning vacuum cleaner seems 
particularly suitable for INDUSTRIAL FLOOR 
CLEANING. It is driven by ‘ Powergrip ’"— 
a new transmission principle that avoids 
metal-to-metal contact. Neoprene belts 
give silent operation and freedom from 
maintenance problems. Other new 
features of the machine include self pro- 
pelled action for ease of handling, a spill- 
proof, corrosion-proof fibre glass tank and 
yuick-release cable cleats. Before the 
nodel was completed it underwent two 
years of research and 500 hours testing 
inder working conditions. 

Resco Machines Ltd., 
Lloyds Bank Chambers, High-st., 
High Wycombe, Bucks. 


2. Boiler Installation 


A British bottling company, R. P. 
Brindley & Co., Ltd., of Leeds, are to 
nstall OIL-FIRED PACKAGED BOILERS On the 
roof of their new factory to provide all 
their process steam requirements. The 
factory will centralise, under one roof, all 
the peripheral activities of the subsidiary 
companies, and will give additional pro- 
duction and warehousing capacity. The 
principal advantage in siting the boilers 
on the roof is the resulting saving in 
space. For instance, in this case, ground 
floor and basement space is released for 
production whilst, because the steam 
supplies are piped overhead to the plant, 
the floor area is kept clear and there is a 


The form can be used for more than one inquiry. 


consequent saving in the length of piping. 
In addition the boilers are more acces- 
sible for supervision. The three Stone- 
Vapor type OK 4625 boilers will raise 
steam within 2 minutes from cold, to a 
combined total output of 9,000 Ib. per 
hour. This arrangement also permits 
modulation at high efficiency down to 
750 lb. steam per hour. 

Stone-Platt Industries Ltd., 

Oceanic House, la Cockspur-st., SW1. 


3. Water Circulation 


A new WATER CIRCULATOR, now being 
manufactured in this country, is suitable 
for any closed circuit operation with water 
temperatures up to 212°F, such as may 
be expected if fitted to the delivery feed 
from a boiler. It has already proved 
successful in domestic small bore 
systems and thermogravity conversions. 
Completely silent in operation, it is light 
in weight (only 15 Ib.), glandless and self- 
lubricating. Overloading and overheating 
in the windings is not possible, even in a 
continuously stalled condition. 

The die-cast body is of special cor- 
rosion resistant, aluminium alloy and all 
rotating components are pressed on to a 
robust annealed stainless steel shaft. The 
rotor is protected by a hard chromium 
deposit with impellor and rotor support 
investment cast in stainless steel. A novel 
method has been introduced for lubricat- 
ing the bearings. Water is fed from the 
disc of water behind the impellor face in 
the pressure area. The centrifugal force 
resulting from the rotation of the disc 


The new bottling factory of R. P. Brindley, Leeds, with cut-out showing the 
location of three Stone-Vapor boilers. (Architects : Design Partnership) 
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rejects all foreign particles and ensures a 
clean water feed for pressure lubricating, 
thereby eliminating the use of filters. 
Aero Controls Ltd., 

Industrial Estate, Weedon-rd., 
Northampton. 


4. Water Heaters 


A SINK WATER HEATER has_ been 
designed that fits horizontally beneath 
basins and sinks. Of two gallons capacity, 
the inner tank is fully lagged with resin 
bonded glass fibre and aluminium foil. 
The heater’s sheathed wire element, of 
either 2 or 3 kw loading, is controlled by 
a rod thermostat, adjustable between 
100° and 180°F. The required tempera- 
ture can be set during installation. A 
setting of 140°F is recommended for hard 
water areas. As the heater is near to the 
tap, pipe-work is minimised and hot water 
is available almost instantly. 

The General Electric Co., Ltd., 
Magnet House, Kingsway, London, WC2. 


5. Ceilings 


The special HANGER ASSEMBLY, recently 
developed by Lumenated Ceilings Ltd., is 
now to be marketed as a separate pro- 
duct, in addition to being a standard fit- 
ment for use with the company’s range 
of illuminated ceilings. This will be use- 
ful for builders and shopfitters wanting to 
use the hanger for suspending false 
ceilings and other constructions where 
fine adjustment is essential. 

The hanger assembly consists of two 
3-in. diameter aluminium tubes, each with 
one end flattened and punched to form 
screw-fixing holes. One tube also has a 
V-shaped steel spring riveted to the other 
end, with holes in both arms through 
which the second tube is fitted. The force 
exerted by the spring holds the two tubes 
firmly in position without fear of slipping 
—a pull of more than 400 Ib. is needed 
before movement is apparent. The over- 
all length of the assembly can be adjusted 
in infinite stages, however, by releasing 
the spring by hand and sliding the inserted 
tube to the required position. The hanger 
is available for all suspension depths 
between six inches and six feet. 
Lumenated Ceilings Ltd., 
Alliance Hse., Caxton-st., SW1. 


6. Technical Publications 


(a) A new catalogue of radiation protec- 
tion materials, equipment and accessories 
of interest to industrial safety officers, 
radiographers and all concerned with 
gamma or X-rays, is now available from 
Research & Control Instruments Ltd., 
207 Kings Cross-rd., London, WCl. 
Materials are listed suitable for every 
type of laboratory, production, or site 
work, and the advisory service offered by 
the firm is described. 


(b) The electrical accessories of MK 
Electric Ltd. are the subject of their 1961 
catalogue. It is again printed in colour 
and several new lines have been added 
including the ‘Luminous Locator’ a 
device for illuminating switches in dark- 
ness. This useful publication is obtain- 
able from the company at Shrubbery- 
road, Edmonton, N9. 








News in Brief 


Kincardine Generating Station 


THE CONTRACTORS for the erection of Kin- 
cardine Generating Station, illustrated in 
‘The Builder’ of April 14, were the 
Mitchell Construction Co. Ltd., of Peter- 
borough. 


New President of ELFA 


MR. T. S. JONES, of Crompton Parkinson 
Ltd., has been elected president of the 
Electric Light Fittings Association. He 
has served continuously on various com- 
mittees of the Association since 1942. 


Coke Burning Appliances 


A FURTHER ISSUE of supplementary data 
sheets (the fifth) has been published by 
the Gas Council for the sixth edition of 
its Coke Burning Appliances Handbook. 
The sheets, which deal with open fires 
and open fires with boilers, may be 
obtained from the Council, at 1 Gros- 
venor-place, London, SWI. 


Victory over Pylons 

THE MINISTER OF POWER has announced his 
decision on the proposed 275 kV overhead 
power line to run from the Aldenham sub- 
station across green belt land in Harrow, 
Hendon and Barnet. The Middlesex CC’s 
objection to the three miles of it which 
traverse Mote Mount, the Mill Hill area 
and the Totteridge Valley are upheld. The 
precise location for the change from over- 
head to underground remains to be 
selected but according to the decision it 
will be a little to the west of the main line 
railway near the Mote Mount golf course. 


Developments in Plastering 


4 ONE-DAY CONFERENCE on * Developments 
in Plastering’ has been arranged by the 
National Federation of Plastering Con- 
tractors to take place at the Connaught 
Rooms, London, on June 20. Applica- 
tions for tickets should be made to 
the National Federation of Plastering 
Contractors, 82 New Cavendish-street, 
London, W1. The price of tickets, includ- 
ing luncheon, will be £2 2s. each. 


Dry Lining House Interiors 


* DRY LINING HOUSE INTERIORS ’ is the title 
of a new 16mm. colour film which has 
been produced by the Building Research 
Station in co-operation with the Gypsum 
Development Association. The film, 
which runs for 17 minutes, demonstrates 
four methods of fixing plasterboard to 
walls and gives details of methods of 
jointing the boards when fixed. The film 
s available on free loan after May 1 from 
the Film Officer, Ministry of Works, 
Abell House, John Islip-street, London, 
SW1. Further information on dry linings 
is contained in the recently published BRS 
Digest No. 9 (second series), *‘ Dry-Lined 
Interiors to Dwellings ’ (HMSO, price 4d.). 


Industrial Safety Conference 


THE NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL SAFETY CONFER- 
ENCE, sponsored by the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents, will this year 
take place at Scarborough from May 12 to 
14. Among the technical papers to be 
read is one on ‘ Safety through Tidiness’ 


by Mr. C. H, Craft, director of John Laing 
Construction Ltd. He will be followed by 
Mr. Eric Bird, MBE, ARIBA, technical 
research and education officer at the 
Building Centre, London, who will deal 
with ‘ Structural Fire Protection in Fac- 
tories.’ Further details may be obtained 
from ROSPA’s Industrial Safety Division, 
75 Victoria-street, London, SW. 


Visits to DSIR Establishments 


THE BUILDING RESEARCH STATION and the 
Road Research Laboratory have extended 
invitations to their ‘open days’ to mem- 
bers of the road and building materials 
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group of the Society of Chemical Indus- 
try. The work of the materials and con- 
struction division and the tropical section 
of the BRS will be displayed at Harmonds- 
worth, and that of the traffic and safety 
division of the Road Research Laboratory 
at the latter’s track at Crowthorne, Berk- 
shire, on May 3 and 4. Members of the 
group who wish to attend should apply to 
the Director of Road Research, Road 
Research Laboratory, Harmondsworth 
Middlesex. 


A Retirement 

MR. J. Y. HUGHES, borough engineer and 
surveyor, Warrington, is to retire as soon 
as a new appointment is made. He has 
been borough surveyor for 27 years. 


Wire Nails Agreement 
Final Order Granted 


THE RESTRICTIVE PRACTICES COURT in 
London on Monday (April 17) granted 
a final order in respect of an agreement 
concerning certain manufacturers of wire 
nails. 

MR. J. F. DONALDSON, Qc, making the 
application for the Registrar of Restric- 
tive Trading Agreements, said the agree- 
ment affected prices fixed by nine manu- 
facturers and was terminated with effect 
from March 31. 

A similar order was granted in respect 
of an agreement between members of the 
Cold Asphalt Group, which Mr. A. 
Bagnall, on behalf of the Registrar, said 


Trade 


Larger Plastic Sheets 


THE NEW WARERITE PRESS at the Tyseley, 
Birmingham, plant of Bakelite Ltd., is 
now producing decorative laminated 
sheets up to 10 feet by 4 feet. Sheets 
3 feet wide are also in production. 


New Premises 


FERODO LTD. have opened new premises 
at Ferodo House, 116 Princes-st, Ipswich. 
Their old premises in St. Matthews-st. 
are now closed. The depot, which con- 
tains a comprehensive range of brake 
linings, clutch facings, fan and drive 
belts, etc., covers a wide sector of East 
Anglia. The district manager, Mr. E. C. 
Berry, has been on the Ferodo staff at 
Ipswich for 31 years. 


Price Reductions 


FORMICA LTD. announce a reduction in 
the price of their new constructional 
board, ‘ Beautyboard.’ It now sells from 
6s. 8d. to 8s. 4d. per sq. ft., according to 
quantity, in sheet sizes 10 ft. x 2ft. 6 in.; 
9 ft. x 4 ft.; 8 ft. x 4 ft; 8 ft. x 3 ft.; and 
7 ft. x 3 ft. The previous top price was 
10s. 6d. In addition, a special double- 
sided quality, with decorative Formica 
material on both sides is available at 
10s. 4d. per sq. ft. 


Synthetic Resins in Museum Work 


THE WORK OF ASSEMBLING broken and 
fragile articles undertaken by museum 
authorities and archaeologists is the sub- 
ject of Technical Note No. 218, prepared 
and published by the technical services 


was also terminated on March 31. 

The Court fixed November 27 for the 
hearing of an agreement between mem- 
bers of the Mild Steel Wire Manufac- 
turers’ Association. Mr. Donaldson, 
suggesting that date, said it was antici- 
pated the case would take ten working 
days. 

MR. R. J. PARKER, QC, opposing the sug- 
gested date on behalf of the Association, 
asked that the hearing should be post- 
poned until January of next year. Other- 
wise the Association, which had some 80 
members, would be placed in great 
difficulties. 


News 


department of CIBA (A.R.L.) Ltd., of 
Duxford, Cambridge. Specific reference 
is made to the properties and use of 
‘ Araldite,’ a synthetic resin adhesive, and 
its successful application to the preserva- 
tion and restoration of such important 
items as the Dead Sea Scrolls (explained 
fully in Note No. 163) and the recently 
discovered ‘ Kentmere’ boat. The latter, 
which is believed to be about 600 years 
old, was found in a remarkable state of 
preservation in Westmorland in 1955 in 
the centre of the area of the former lake 
called Kentmere. The boat may be seen 
in the National Maritime Museum. 


Personal Column 


Bakelite Ltd. has appointed MR. J. A. 
WORDINGHAM, formerly sales promotion 
manager, publicity manager, with MR. P. 
REBOUL as his assistant. This follows the 
resignation of MR. E. W. A. JEFFERIES from 
the position of publicity manager in order 
to join The Regent Oil Company as market- 
ing services manager. 

Williams and Williams Ltd., metal window 
and curtain walling manufacturers, of Re- 
liance Works, Chester, have appointed mr. 
JOHN CHARLES CORBY general manager with 
overall responsibility for Reliance and 
Roften Works, Hooton, together with re- 
sponsibility for production in the various 
subsidiary companies of the Group in the 
UK. The appointment takes immediate effect. 

At the first board meeting of CIBA 
United Kingdom Ltd., held on March 27 in 
London, MR. J. M. BALDOCK was appointed to 
the board of directors. 

Alcan Industries Ltd. announce the elec- 
tion of MR. A. A. BRUNEAU and MR. R. J. MOYSE 
to the board of directors. 

The Southern Gas Board has appointed 
MR. DONALD BATES, AMIHVE, as heating and 
ventilating engineer at board head office. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


From Our Own Correspondents 


ARGENTINA.—It was recently reported 
that a call for tenders was being prepared 
for the first stage of construction of El 
Cadillal international airport at Perico, 
in the Province of Jujuy, at an estimated 
cost of 200m. pesos. 


AUSTRALIA (SOUTH).—A new School of 
Arts building in North Adelaide is being 
planned by the Education Department 
which, on completion, will vacate Exhi- 
bition Building on North-terrace. The 
latter building will be demolished and the 
University of Adelaide will erect a multi- 
storey building on the site. 


AUSTRALIA (SOUTH).—A contract has 
been let by Broken Hill Py. to Head 
Wrightson (Australia) Pty. Ltd. for the 
supply and erection of heavy equipment 
for an ore treatment plant at Iron Knob. 
Head Wrightson also have the contract for 
the design, manufacture and construction 
of the £3m. oxygen steel making plant in 
Whyalla. . . . The South Australian Hous- 
ing Trust has placed a contract with 
Wender and Duerholt (Australia) Ltd. for 
the erection of 200 houses at Christies 
Beach oil refinery site. A regional gas 
plant with its own reticulation system is 
planned by the South Australian Gas Co. 
to supply these houses. 


AUSTRALIA (VICTORIA).—Melbourne City 
Council and the Victoria State Housing 
Commission are to build flats for nearly 
4,680 people during the next 3 years in 
a major slum-clearing scheme. The Com- 
mission is to spend over £A4im. and the 
Council £A300,000. 


AUSTRALIA (WESTERN).—The Govern- 
ment is seeking Federal aid for a £A3m. 
scheme to develop roads in the north-west 
of the state. The Premier, Mr. Brand, 
said the proposed scheme would stimulate 
the Kimberley beef industry and open in- 
accessible areas. A similar proposal has 
been submitted by the Queensland 
Government to provide all-weather roads 
in north Queensland, mainly to assist the 
cattle industry. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES.—A new company 
-Trinidad Flour Mills—is being estab- 
lished by Jamaican, US and German 
interests, planning to invest over WI$1m. 
n a flour mill. 


BWI (TRINIDAD).—A new company—the 
rrinidad Mortgage Agency Co.—is being 
formed, with the immediate aim of financ- 
ng the construction by Homes Inter- 
national of about 2,000 houses in Diego 
Martin, a suburb of Port-of-Spain. The 
‘ost of the project will be £4m. 


CANADA (ALBERTA).—Georgian Mineral 
Industries Ltd. plans to construct a second 
powdered mica plant in the Province.... 
Vestern Post & Timber Company to con- 
truct a new plant, near Lacombe, on a 

0-acre site. . . . Estimated expenditures 

f $42m. for the construction of major 

ighways and bridges, and $23m. for the 

rection of public buildings have been 
nnounced by the Department of Works. 

. . The Carnation Milk Company is to 


construct a new plant on 144 acres at 
Wetaskiwin. . . . Construction scheduled 
for Edmonton includes: the $3.2m. 
Terrace Building; the $4m. General Post 
Office; the Edmonton Shopping Centre to 
cost $2.5m., and a $lm. addition to the 
Civic Building. . . . Calgary construction 
projects include: two $15m. hospitals, the 
Glenmore Dam Hospital and the Foothills 
General Hospital, and a $lm. housing 
estate for the Arcadia district. . . . The 
Shell Oil Company is to construct a $25m. 
refinery at Sentinal and a $20m. plant at 
Pincher Creek. ...A $lm. commercial 
development has been announced for Red 
Deer. 

CANADA (ALBERTA).— The Provincial 
Government Department of Works has 
announced plans for the construction of 
the following projects: A $lm. power 
plant; $5m. for the construction of homes 
for the aged; $5m. for the construction of 
schools, and a $4m. building for the Uni- 
versity of Alberta. 


CANADA (BRITISH COLUMBIA).—Propo- 
sals have been made for the construction 
of a $5m. coliseum, in downtown Van- 
couver, to be used for sports and exhibi- 
tion purposes. 

CANADA (MANITOBA). —- The Canadian 
National Railway is to construct a new 
$24m. freight yard at Symington, near 
Winnipeg. 

CANADA (NEW BRUNSWICK).—Construc- 
tion of a $32m. paper mill is expected to 
commence this summer at Saint John on 
Courtenay Bay. 


CANADA (QUEBEC).—The City of Mon- 
treal is to spend $110m. on a public 
works construction programme that will 
include two new expressways. 

CANADA (SASKATCHEWAN). — A gra 
Vegetable Oils Company is to construct 
a $1.7m. plant on 10 acres in Saskatoon. 











Specify— 
WALLEY’S 


CLAY ROOFING TILES 


AND 


FACING BRICKS 


“WALLEY-SILVERDALE” 


The Hallmark of Quality 
Products with the Highest 
Degree of Durability 


Prices and Samples sent on request. 


T. E. WALLEY LTD. 


ROSEMARY HILL TILERIES 
SILVERDALE - NEWCASTLE 


STAFFORDSHIRE 


Telephone: SILVERDALE 343/4 


Scottish Representative:F.G.W.MUIRIE,12 Lothian 
Drive, Clarkston, Renfrewshire. Tel: Giffnock 1516 
Lancs. Representative: W.REDMAN, 11, Deneway, 
High Lane, Stockport, Cheshire. Tel: Disley 2034 
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. . . The Department of National Revenue 
is to construct an office building in 
Regina. 

FINLAND.—The Finnish Pulp and Paper 
Research Institute—Oy Keskuslaboratorio 
—is to build a new laboratory costing 
700m. Fmks ($2,200,000). Finnish manu- 
facturers are to exhibit at the Inter- 
national Building Exhibition to be held at 
Olympia, London, from November 15 to 
29. 


HONG KONG.— More and more new 
schools and extensions to buildings are 
going up in Hong Kong. Both private 
enterprise and the Government are work- 
ing together to increase the colony’s edu- 
cational facilities. During the last year, 
two replacements, two extensions, five 
new subsidised schools, one new grant- 
aided school, one new government 
school, and three new private schools 
have been completed. In addition, seven 
new school sites have been recom- 
mended, and nine more applications are 
being considered says the Director of 
Education, the Hon D. J. S. Crozier, 
CMG. 


NEW ZEALAND.—Construction of perma- 
net works at Aviemore, the site for the 
new 200,000 kW hydro-electric power 
station on the Waitaki River, will prob- 
ably start next year. Investigations for 
Upper Waitaki hydro-electric schemes 
are being intensified and more men are 
concentrating in the upper reaches. 
These schemes would probably require 
excavations for extensive open races, two 
earth dams and three power stations at 
Maryburn, Lake Pukaki, on the Ohau 
river at the head of Lake Benmore. 


NIGERIA.—The Nigerian Federal Gov- 
ernment has accepted the tender of 
Messrs. Dumez (Nigeria) Ltd. for the con- 
struction of a bridge across the River 
Niger between Onitsha and Asaba. The 
bridge has been designed by Messrs. 
Dumez (Nigeria) Ltd. and has a steel 
superstructure consisting of eight 427 ft. 
spans over the main river, with shorter 
shore spans on each side. 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.—The first 
large-scale flat development scheme in 
South Africa has been approved in prin- 
ciple by the Johannesburg City Council. 
The flats will be built on 13 acres of 
ground in the suburb of Sans Souci. The 
plan is for 13 blocks of four-storey flats 
to be erected on 30 per cent of the area, 
leaving the remainder for parkland. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA.—Plans for a 
£200,000 shopping centre, to be known as 
Strathaven Galleries, have been drawn up 
for Salisbury. The centre will have a 
wide plaza, fish ponds, lawns, a children’s 
playground, cafés, spacious parking facili- 
ties and a tall advertising tower. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA.—Africa’s first 
city heliport is to be built on a site at 
the old racecourse at Salisbury. The heli- 
port, is to be built and operated by 
Autair Helicopters (Africa) Ltd. 


SUDAN.—The contract to build the dam 
at Khashm El Girba, for which some 20 
companies tendered, was awarded to G. 
Torno & Co., of Milan. The cost is 
expected to be about £S7m. and the pro- 
ject is to be completed by June, 1963. 
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A New Town in Northern Canada 


NEWS OF PRODUCTS and industrial develop- 
ments in Canada will be the subject 
matter of ‘Canada Courier,’ a quarterly 
news sheet published by the Department 
of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa. The 
first issue, published in January, contains 
a feature article about the town of 
Thompson which is located about 400 
miles north of Winnipeg on the banks of 
the Burntwood river in northern Mani- 
toba. Thompson is a new town built in a 
region virtually inaccessible by surface 
transport. It houses 15,000 people and 
serves the International Nickel Com- 
pany’s new nickel mining project. Of 
the mining company’s large investment 
some $84m. was spent on the town and 
$980,000 on 15 miles of roads. The mining 
project is two miles from the town which 
is already served by a hospital, a school 
and a city administration building. This 
whole development has taken place over 
the last four years. 


Australian and US Consultants 


MESSRS. SLOCUM AND FULLER, the New 
York City mechanical and electrical con- 
sulting engineering firm, has opened a 
branch office at Sydney, New South Wales, 
in association with Messrs. Rankine and 
Hill, the Australian civil and structural 
engineering firm. The office is located at 
40 Miller-street, North Sydney. The com- 
bined firm of Rankine & Hill-Slocum & 
Fuller will undertake either complete 
structural, mechanical and _ electrical 
design work or any combination of these 
design services for all types of commercial 
and industrial buildings. The joint asso- 
ciation is already providing consulting 
engineering services for Australia’s first 
skyscraper, the Australian Mutual Provi- 
dent Society building at Sydney. 


Australian House Building Figures Fall 


FIGURES released in Canberra on April 7 
show a marked fall in the number of new 
houses and flats approved for construc- 
tion in Australia since November, when 
the Federal Government’s measures to 
restrict credit were announced. In the 
three months of December to February 
some 18,000 homes and flats were 
approved, compared with 22,000 in the 
corresponding period a year ago—a fall 
of more than 18 per cent. Buildings other 
than houses have not been affected in the 
same way. In the same three months 
other buildings, valued at £A434m. were 
approved, compared with about £A37m. 
in the corresponding period of 1959-60. 


Australian Housing Finance 


MORE MONEY is to be made available for 
housing in Australia. In the House of 
Representatives on April 11 the Federal 
Treasurer, Mr. Holt, said that the level 
of lending by state savings institutions 
and Commonwealth Savings Banks would 
be increased. In addition, the Governor 
of the Reserve Bank had indicated to 
trading banks that they could increase 
lending for housing purposes. Mr. Holt 
said the decision to make more money 
available for housing followed talks 
which have recently taken place between 
representatives of the Federal and State 
Governments, 


SCOTTISH 
BUILDER 


Overspill Complaint 


sO much attention was being paid in 
Scotland to overspill and new town de- 
velopment that towns with a high rate 
of unemployment were not being given 
fair consideration in regard to industrial 
development, the Provost of Greenock, 
Mr. John Reid, said recently. 

‘I believe Greenock is being sacri- 
ficed to overspill and new town develop- 
ment,’ he said, ‘ and I intend to raise this 
issue at the Convention of Royal Burghs 
next month.’ 

Greenock Council has now decided to 
ask the Board of Trade and the Secretary 
of State, Mr. John S. Maclay, to approve 
the establishment of an industrial estate 
at Knocknairshill, using part of 133 acres 
obtained from Renfrew County Council 
three years ago for house-building. 


Ruling on Density of Population 


THE Secretary of State for Scotland has 
refused to allow Glasgow Corporation to 
redevelop the Townhead district of the 
city at a residential density higher than 
160 persons to the acre. 

The corporation planning committee 
had loped to reduce the number of over- 
spill families by building to a higher 
density. Under present plans the popu- 
lation of Townhead is to fall from 19,000 
to 7,000, producing an overspill of 
12,000 persons. 


New Buildings 


BUCKHAVEN  (Fife)—The Education 
Com. has approved a proposal that exten- 
sions be carried out at St. Agatha’s RC sch. 
at an estimated cost of £101,130. Architect: 
R. S. Lawrie, County A, Cupar. 

CUPAR.—Dean of Guild Court has 
approved plans for a showroom for a local 
firm of motor, agricultural and general 
engineers. 

CUPAR Education Co. has 


(Fife).—Fife 
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approved plans of a site for a new primary 
sch. at Cupar. Architect: R. S. Lawrie, 
County A. 

DUNFERMLINE.—TC has agreed in prin- 
ciple to the building of 50 to 60 houses for 
civilian Admiralty employees at Rosyth 
Dockyard. The houses will be let at 
economic rents and a site is to be made 
available by the Admiralty. 

DUNFERMLINE.—Fife Education Com. 
approved a proposal that a scheme of 
modernisation and additions be carried out 
to King’s-rd. sch., Rosyth, at an estimated 
cost of £385,920. Architect: R. S. Lawrie, 
County A. 

EDINBURGH.—A new plan for the St. 
Leonard’s area has been prepared by City 
Architect A. Steele. The plan has delighted 
many people, especially members of the 
Council. An outstanding feature of the de- 
velopment on the slopes rising from Holy- 
rood Park is the plan for five 25-storey 
blocks. Mr. Steele explained that since they 
had been working on the redevelopment 
plan for St. Leonard’s from 1954, they had 
to bear in mind the decision by the Planning 
Committee to limit upward building to a ten- 
storey maximum. Several schemes incorpor- 
ating that limit had been devised, but no 
satisfactory solution could be obtained. 

He pointed out that subject to Planning 
Committee consent being given to the erec- 
tion of the large-scale, multi-storey blocks, 
work could be started fairly quickly. If the 
Arthur-st. and Salisbury-st. areas were 
cleared by Christmas or the beginning of 
next year, it might be possible to start with 
the construction of three of the 25-storey 
blocks by about this time next year. 

INVERNESS.—A Leicester firm manufac- 
turing electronic equipment are to establish 
a new factory here. 

KIRKCALDY.—Plans have been prepared 
and are being considered by the Town 
Council for a £200,000 swimming baths. The 
bath will be up to international competition 
standard, and it is hoped to provide under- 
water windows for lighting and for watch- 
ing divers. On one side will be a tiered gal- 
lery for 1,000 spectators. 500 bathers will 
be able to use the bath at one time. The 
restaurant will seat up to 60 and there will 
be a cafeteria for 40. The construction will 
be mainly reinforced concrete, faced in glass 
mosaics. It is hoped to start with the pro- 
ject within 18 months and be ready for use 
in late 1964. Architects are Alison and 
Hutchison and Partners of Edinburgh. 

KIRKCALDY.—Plans are being prepared 
for a 25-bedroom hotel. It will also contain 
a TV room, writing room cocktail bar, 
lounges and a function room. The architects 
are Alison Hutchison & Ptnrs. of Edinburgh. 

ST. ANDREWS.—Fife Educafion Com. 
approved a proposal that Madras College, 
St. Andrews, should be modernised and 
extended. Estimated cost is £234,150. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those preceded by 
the symbol (a) are advertised in this number. The 
latest date for the receipt of tenders or applications 
appears above each paragraph. The symbol (kr) 
preceding each entry indicates that applications must 
be received by this date. 


BUILDING 
APRIL 24 
(ar) WANDSWORTH MBC.—Modernisa- 
tion of Town Hall. TC. 
APRIL 26 
(ar) LEEDS REGIONAL HOSPITAL BD. 
—Conversion of decontamination centre for 


Porter’s lodge and telephone exchange at 
Western General Hospital, Hull. A to Bd 


Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 28 

(ar) WEST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE CC 
—Fixed price tenders for police premises 
(14 groups). County A. 

(aR) TWICKENHAM BC.—Erection of 19 
garages at Saxon-ave., Butts Farm, Hanworth, 
Middx. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 29 

(ar) ESSEX CC.—Erection of Fyfield sec 
boarding sch. County A. 

(ar) WELLINGTON (Salop) UDC.—Erec 
tion of 45 houses, nine garages, etc., at Ben 
netts Bank site. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 30 

(ark) GATESHEAD CBC.—Erection 

eee. nursery sch. Boro’ S. Dep 
5 5s. 
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MAY I 

(a) SWINDON BC.—Erection of 25 old 
people’s flats at Walcot. Boro’ A. 

(aA) TURTON UDC.—Firm price tenders 
for 26 aged persons’ and communal rooms. 
J. C. Prestwich & Sons, architects, Brad- 
shawgate-chbrs., Leigh, Lancs. 

MAY 


(ak) SOUTHAMPTON CBC.—Erection of 
10 shops and 13 dwellings at Harefield 
estate. Boro’ -=,. 


Y 3 
(A) MANCHESTER CITY C.—Erection of 
multi-storey flats at Glebelands-rd. /Ossing- 
ton-walk, Wythenshawe. Director of Hous- 
ing. 


MAY 5 
(aR) PORTSMOUTH CITY C.—Modernisa- 
tion of pre-war flats at Portsea. Director of 
Housing. Dep. = 


Y 10 
(a) SOUTHBOROUGH UDC. — Conver- 
sion of No. 71 Lardon-rd. into 11 flatlets. S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 15 


(aA) DORKING UDC.—Erection of one 
+g of eight flats at The Burrell, Westcott. 
E&S. 


MAY 16 
(4) BOURNEMOUTH CBC.—Fixed price 
tenders for one block of 12 flats at Wood- 
lands, Brook-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


M 

(A) LETCHWORTH UDC.—Firm price 
tenders for new store building at Icknield- 
way east. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

(ak) TAUNTON JOINT BURIAL COM.— 
Erection of Taunton Deane crematorium at 
Wellington-rd., Taunton. R. Potter & R. 
Hare, architects, De Vaux House, Salisbury, 
Wilts. Dep. £2 2s. 33 


MAY 
(A) GUILDFORD BC.—Fixed price tenders 
for a shop and three-bed. flat at Hazel-ave., 
Bellfields. Boro’ E&S. 


MAY 27 
(A) BATH CITY C.—Rebuilding of Nos. 
5. 6 and 7 Somerset-pl. to form extension of 
students’ existing hostel accommodation for 
Bath College of Domestic Science. H. D. 
+ oe architect, 30 Brock-st., Bath. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


MAY 30 
(A) SEVENOAKS RDC.—Firm price ten- 
ders for one block of five bungalows at 
Rectory-la., a -S Dep. £2 2s. 


(A) WOOD GREEN. BC.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for: (a) 52 flats at Winkfield /Acacia- 
rds. (b) 52 flats at Commerce-rd. area. 
Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 


SERVICES, PAINTING, MATERIALS, 
ETC. 


APRIL 28 

(ar) HENDON BC.—Renewal of steel- 
framed windows to dwellings at Brent Hill 
estate. Boro’ Housing Officer. Tenders by 
May 12. 

(aR) MALDEN & COOMBE BC.—Re- 
decoration of Council chamber. Boro’ E&S. 

a 3 


MA 
(A) ELLESMERE PORT BC.—External 
ee of 188 ‘ Wates’ houses. Boro’ 
E&S. 


MAY 3 
(ak) DURHAM CC.—A) Staffroom and 
improvement to sanitation at Chester-le- 
Street county sch. (b) preparation of playing 
ields at Jarrow grammar sch. County A. 
MAY 10 


(a) ESSEX CC.—Fixed price tenders for 
sanitary improvements and drainage to 30 
houses at Boxted estate, mr. Colchester. 
County Land Agent & Valuer. 

MAY 12 


(A) KIDDERMINSTER BC.—Fixed price 
tenders for the external decoration of public 
baths at Mill-st., park shelters and com- 
pressor house. Boro’ E&S. 

(A) SURBITON BC.—Provision of gas- 

red central heating boiler at the Assembly 

‘ooms. Boro’ A, E&S. 


MAY 15 
(a4) WEST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE Cc. 
‘Rebuilding of bay windows at Wombwell 
‘range, Wombwell. Divisional A. 





Contracts Placed 


We are glad to receive from 
architects and quantity surveyors 
for publication details of contracts 
placed to the value of £20,000 or 
over. Such information should 
reach the Editor as soon as pos- 
sible after the contract is signed. 
Names of the architect and other 
consultants associated should be 
given. 











MAY 16 
(A) BARNES BC.—Demolition work at 
Stanton-rd., SW13. Boro’ E&S. 
MAY 17 


(A) SOUTHPORT CBC.—Installation of 
hot water systems in 280 Council houses. 
Boro’ A & Town Planning Officer. Dep. 


£1 Is. 
MAY 24 

(aA) READING CBC.—Firm price tenders 
for the external painting of Newtown, Kates- 
grove, E. P. Collier and Oxford-rd. schools, 
and the internal redecoration of Southcote 
prim. sch. and parts of Reading sch. Boro’ 
A. 


NO DATE 
(a) CHELTENHAM BC.—External paint- 
ing of 1,145 dwellings and 314 garages on 
various sites. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


MAY 12 
POCKLINGTON RDC.—Construction of a 
100,000 gal. r.c. service reservoir at Arras; 
a pumping station at Market Weightman; and 
10,800 lin. yd. of 6 in. dia. spun-iron mains 
between Market Weightman and Cherry 
Burton. John H. Haiste & Ptnrs., constg. 
engrs., Belmont-Hse., 20 Wood-la., Head- 

ingley, Leeds 6. Dep. £3 3s. 
1 


MAY 13 
MARKET BOSWORTH RDC.—Laying of 
approx. 5,200yd. of cast-iron, concrete, and 
salt glazed ware sewers, house connections 
and pumping mains of varying diameters up 
to 24in., and the construction of a pumping 
station at Ibstock, Leicestershire. Pick, 


MAKE AND KEEP 
THOSE[WALLS 


WITH HIGH SILICONEM/CONTENT 


Penetrex 53 


This highly efficient Water Repellent 
is quichlyand easily brushed or sprayed 
on to stone, brick, or any of the usual 
materials. Coverage of up to 270 sq.ft. 
to the gallon, depending on the porosity 
of the surface. Sizes from Pint Tins to 
5-Gallon Drums. PENETREX is a clear 
colourless liquid ,.or cannow be had in 
12 pleasing colours for treating very 

porous surfaces. Ask your Merchant or 
write to mfrs, F. A.WINTERBURN LTD. 
Holborn Street, Leeds,6. Phone 25692 
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Everard, Keay & Gimson, constg. engrs., 6 
Millstone-la. Dep. £5 5s. 
MAY 24 
ST. IVES RDC.—Main drainage works in 
Houghton and Wyton, Hemingford Abbots, 
and Hemingford Grey, comprising the laying 
of approx. 19,029yd. of small dia. sewers and 
rising main, and the construction of eight 
small pumping stations, a sewage disposal 
works, etc. Howard Humphreys & Sons, 
West-st., Epsom, Surrey. Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


CAMBERWELL.—Planning Application.— 

LCC has received from Austin Vernon & 
Ptnrs. a town planning application for the 
erection of an eight-storey block of flats and 
a four-storey office block at 1-7 Sydenham 
Hill. 
FINSBURY. — Planning Application. — 
Watney, Eidart, Inman & Nunn have for- 
warded to the LCC a town planning applica- 
tion for the erection of a warehouse at 
Goswell-rd. / Dallington-st. / Northburgh-st. 

HARROW _  (Middx.}—New _Hospital.— 
North West Regional Hospital Bd. propose 
erection of new general hospital and clinical 
research centre at Northwick Park. 

ISLINGTON. — Planning Application. — 
H. A. Halpern has forwarded a town plan- 
ning application to the LCC for the erection 
of shops, offices and residential accommoda- 
tion at Finsbury Park Empire. 

KENSINGTON. —Car __ Parks. — Arising 
from a census of private cars and motor 
cycles parked unattended in streets in the 
borough on a day in October last, Kensington 
RBC has considered the question of further 
parking facilities, and has decided that as 
the provision of adequate parking by means 
of surface car parks is likely to prove diffi- 
cult, consideration should be given to pro- 
vision of accommodation below ground level 
or in multi-storey buildings. The council 
considers that the ‘ open-wall’ multi-storey 
car park has proved economical. Considera- 
tion is to be given to garden squares (under- 
ground parks), areas over railway lines and 
areas where re-development is to take place. 
Certain specialist companies with experience 
in car parking are to be asked to submit 
their views on a site in South Kensington 
and on three other sites where railways are 
in cuttings. 

LEWISHAM.—Planning Application.—The 
LCC has received a town planning applica- 
tion from D. R. Lewis for a revised scheme 
for flats and garages (following refusal 
upheld by Minister on appeal) at Oak Cot- 
tage Nursery/Verdant-la. 

LONDON (City).—Planning Application.— 
The LCC has received a town planning appli- 
cation from the Corpn. of London for the 
erection of a multi-storey car park at Upper 
Thames-st. / Swan-la. / River Thames / 
Angel-passage. 

ST. PANCRAS.—Planning Application.— 
LCC has received from R. Seifert & Ptnrs. 
a town planning application for the erection 
of flats, showrooms, offices, vehicle depot, 
etc., at Tavistock-pl. /Marchmont-st. 

STEPNEY.—Planning Application.—LCC 
has received a town planning application 
from Basil Spence & Ptnrs. for the erection 
of dock offices, etc. at St. Katherine Dock- 
house/East Smithfield for PLA. 

TWICKENHAM.—School Extensions.— 
Board of Governors propose extensions to 
St. Mary’s College, Waldegrave-rd., Straw- 
berry Hill. Architects: Richardson and 
Houfe, 24 Queen Anne-st., London, W1. 

WANDSWORTH.—Planning Applications. 
—The following town planning applications 
have been received by the LCC: Shops, 
cinema, offices and maisonettes at 7-1] 
Streatham High-rd. (Scott, Brownrigg & 
Turner); reconstruction of station with shops 
and offices at Streatham Hill Station (BTC). 

WESTMINSTER.—Planning Applications. 
—The LCC has received the following town 
planning applications: New six-storey build- 
ing—to be used partly as flats eye, as 
German Embassy—at Chesham-pl. /Chesham- 
mews (Messrs. Joseph); erection of hotel over 
existing garage at LTE garage, Gillingham-st. 
(D. Stephen & Ptnr.); shops, stores, offices, 
PH, garage and theatre, in the Strand 
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(Trehearne, Norman Preston & Ptnrs.). 

Netactay ni gle sen Application.—A 
scheme for the erection of a shopping centre 
with flats above is the subject of a recent 
town planning application forwarded to the 
LCC by R. Seifert & Ptnrs. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


ALDERSHOT.—BC propose erection of 
multi-storey flats at Tices Meadow. 
ANDOVER.—H. C. Janes Ltd. has sub- 
mitted outline planning application for erec- 
tion of petrol filling station, PH and shops. 
BARNSLEY.—J. F. Thorpe & Sons, Shef- 
field, propose erection of 17 bungalows 
garages at Wordsworth-rd. 
BASINGSTOKE.—BC has approved the 
erection of 72 maisonettes at Cranbourne-la. 
and Sheppard-rd. for Lock Construction Co. 
Ltd., Kings-rd, Woking. 
BEDS.—EC propose erection of county 
sec. mod. sch. at Chapham. 
BILLINGHAM-ON-TEES.—C. A. S. Indus- 
trial Developments Ltd. propose shops, ware- 
house, etc., to plans by Llewellyn Smith and 
Waters, 103 Old Brompton-rd., London, SW7. 
BIRKENHEAD.—Following for BC: New 
youth community centre at Woodchurch 
estate: 54 flats/22 maisonettes, in multi-storey 
block, at Wood-st. re-development area. 
BRADWELL.—Newburgh Engineering Co. 
is to consider purchasing 22 dwellings from 
Bakewell RDC. 
BRIDGNORTH.—BC propose erection of 
old people’s accommodation at Grove estate. 
BRIGHTON.—Bell Properties (Construc- 
tion) Ltd. have purchased site of former 
Albemarle Hotel in Marine-par., and will 
build flats, shops, a restaurant and garage 
there. 
BRISTOL.—TC propose 11-storey block of 
flats near St. Matthew Moorfields Church. . 
TC approved extensions to Cotham grammar 
sch., £35,000 est.; extensions to airport ter- 
minal building, £26,000 est.; stage 1 of St. 
Bede’s RC sec. sch., Lawrence Weston; new 
youth club at Withywood, £38,000 est. 
BURNLEY.—The Whelmar Property Co. 
Ltd. propose erection of 24 houses at Colne- 
a. . Cleveland Petroleum Co. Ltd. pro- 
pose erection of petrol filling and service 
station at Casterton-ave. . . EC propose 
erection of new sec. mod. sch. at Ivy Bank. 
. Following for BC: 28 flats at Chiltern- 
ave.; 20 flats at Turf Moor; 38 dwellings at 
Far Brunshaw. 
BURNLEY.—BC propose further exten- 
sions at Municipal College. Est. £120,000. 
BURSCOUGH.—tThe Smithfield Modern 
Homes Ltd. propose residential development 
on 18 acres land Halewood Proper- 
ties Ltd. propose residential development on 
74 acres of land at Briars-la. and Junction- 


a 

BUXTON.—Buxton & Dist. Estates pro- 
pose erection of 18 houses/bungalows at 
Burbage Old Golf Links. Bunting 
Estates Ltd. propose housing development 
at Burbage Old Golf Links. N 
Home Construction Co. Ltd. propose erec- 
tion of 12 pairs of sd houses/garages, 
Ladycroft-ave. Mrs. Z. Eve proposes 
housing development adjoining Wyelands 
Court, St. John’s-rd 

BYFLEET.—Surrey EC propose erection 
of new infants’ sch. at Hart-rd./Sanway-rd. 

CAMBERLEY.—Parents’ Association of 
France Hill sec. sch. propose erection of new 
swimming pool. 

CHESHIRE.—The Ministry of Education 
has approved Cheshire’s major school build- 
ing programme between the beginning of last 
year and the end of 1963 at £4,422,896. The 
programme includes the building of three 
grammar schools and fourteen secondary 
modern schools and sixteen major extensions. 

CROYDON.—BC approved following alter- 
ations and additions: Warehouse, show- 
rooms and offices at Old Palace-rd. for G. 
Brewer & Sons Ltd.; offices at Dingwall-ave. 
for W. H. Robbins, 77 Wigmore-st., London, 
W1; prim. sch. at Brighton- “rd. for Rev. A. R. 
Stai nes, The Vicarage, Christ Church-rd., 
Purlev 


DONCASTER.—The Corporation have 


granted planning permissi on to Montague 
Burton Ltd. for an extension to their Wheat- 
ley Hall-rd., Doncaster, factory. 

(Salop).—CC propose 


DON NINGTON 


erection of aged persons’ home at Church 
Ik. 


a 

DRIFFIELD,—East Riding CC propose 
extension to boys’ county sec. sch./technical 
institute. 

DURHAM.—CC is planning the erection 
of four more bridges in Durham City area. 
The cost will be £400,000, and work is ex- 
pected to start in three years’ time. County 
S is W. H. B. Cotton. . City C is to 
erect 20 one-bedroomed flats at Oswald 
Court. . . . It is proposed to demolish 
part of the ‘Criterion Hotel’ and erect five 
shops and restaurant on the site. Plans by 
J. S. Beardshaw and Partners, 38 Bury-st., 
St. James’s, London, SWI. 

ESSEX.—Extensions to Harlow College of 
Further Education planned by the Essex 
Education Authority for 1964/67 have been 
approved. Estimated cost is £240,000. 

FARNHAM CASTLE.—Church Commis- 
sioners are to effect improvements to Farn- 
ham Castle, est. £92,500, and the Government 
has agreed to pay £30,000 towards cost of 
adaptation as up-to-date residential college 
for Overseas Service. 

HAMBLE (Hants).—RDC considering pro- 
posals for residential development in School- 
la. area. They include ten 3-storey terraced 
houses; ten 2-storey houses, 24 flats in blocks 
of 4; and site for 50 houses in gardens and 
fields east of School-la. of ta DC pro- 
poses erection of 26 garages on land at 
Beech-gdns. 

LEEDS.—Melbourne Brewery (Leeds) Ltd. 
propose rebuilding ‘Drysalters Arms,’ 
Beeston. ... Hammonds United Breweries 
Ltd., Bradford, propose erection of new hotel 
at Amery-row. - Epco Ltd. propose 
development of site at Skinner-la. . . a. 
Jaeger & Son Ltd. propose erection of ware- 
house at Sweet-st. 

LICHFIELD.—Charterbridge Corpn. Ltd., 
London, propose major developments to city 
centre. Est. £500,000. 

LYNDHURST.—New Forest RDC has 
received application for erection of seven 
blocks of two-storey flats, with 28 garages, 
on site opposite Crown Stables, Romsey-rd. 

MAIDENHEAD.—BC is to appoint con- 
sultant architect to prepare three-dimen- 
sional proposals for re-development of Town 
Centre. The areas concerned are bounded 
by High-, King- and Queen-sts. and Broad- 
way. . . . Nicholsons Brewery Co. Ltd. 
propose redevelopment of brewery site as a 
shopping precinct. 

MEXBOROUGH.—Alexandre Ltd., Leeds, 
propose erection of new factory. Est. 
£200,000. 
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MIDDLESBROUGH.—A Ministry inquiry 
is being held into the TC’s rejection of 
plans for erecting about 700 houses by 
private enterprise on Newham Bridge Farm, 
on the southern outskirts of Middlesbrough. 
The promoters and builders are A. E. Gray 
& Son Ltd., Tynedale-st., Stockton-on-Tees. 

NEWBURY.—Work will start on March 
31 next, on stage I of erection of Francis 
Bailey sec. sch. on site behind Swan Inn, 
London-rd. Stage I will accommodate 300 
pupils. . . . BC propose erection of 138 
houses in 1961. 

NEWPORT (Mon.).—A 4}-acre cattle 
market in the centre of the town is to be 
sold in 1965. When planning permission is 
obtained, it will probably be developed as 
a site for business premises. A combined 
market and abattoir may be built on the 
outskirts of the town. 

OLDHAM.—tThe Corporation’s Cleansing 
and Transport Department are to build a 
new office and workshop block, costing 
£83,000, in Glodwick-rd. 

ORMSKIRK.—Higson’s Brewery Co. Ltd., 
Liverpool, propose erection of public house, 
“Yew Tree,’ at Grimshaw-la. 

POOLE. — TC considering proposals 
envisaging yacht marina for 1,500 vessels, 
est. £4m., on about 38 acres at Hamworthy. 
Proposers: West Sussex Marine Ltd., Bird- 
ham, Sussex. 

PORTSMOUTH. — City Council has 
approved, in principle, the £5m. redevelop- 
ment scheme for the Guildhall area. 

RUNCORN.—Cholmondeley Development 
(1961) Ltd. propose residential development 
at Clifton-rd. ... I Ltd. propose club/ 
hostel extensions at Lawson-hse. 

SALISBURY.—John Line & Sons Ltd., 
London, propose erection of shops and show- 
rooms at 2-10 Bridge-st. Architects: Lionel 
ee & Ptnrs., 22 Conduit-st., London, 


SOUTH SHIELDS. — MoH&LG have 
approved the TC’s scheme for the erection 
of 54 old people’s bungalows and community 
hall at Simonside. Boro’ E is John Reid. 

STRETFORD.—The Salford RC Diocesan 
Trustees Registered propose phase I of St. 
Anne’s prim. sch. at Derbyshire-la.... De 
Trafford Settled Estates propose residential 
development at Sandy-la./Barton-rd. : 
Following for BC: Erection of 39 flats at 
Stretford-rd./Lucy-st.; seek loan for erection 
of 22 houses at Nansen-cl. redevelopment 
area. Est. £46,038. 

TYNEMOUTH.—Additions are proposed 
to the Grand Hotel on the seafront at Tyne- 
mouth. The work will include the construc- 
tion of another 40 bedrooms, dining hall and 
ballroom. The project is still in its early 
stages. Architects: Arthur & Kirkup, 13 
Swinburne-st., Gateshead. 

WELLINGTON.—Following for UDC: 
Extensions to public swimming bath, £40,000 
est.; public slaughterhouse at Springhill, 
£50, 745 est. 

WOKING. — South West Metropolitan 
Regional Hospital Bd. propose upgrading 
maternity hospital consultants’ unit. 

WOKINGHAM. — Demolition of the 
“Welcome Inn,’ Peach-st., and erection of a 
block of shops for a Slough development 
company. 


TENDERS 


(a) Denotes accepted. 

(pa) Denotes provisionally accepted. 

(Ra) Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

(aM) Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(GD) Denotes accepted subject to approval by appro- 
priate Government Department. 

AYLESBURY.—New offices at Walton-st. 
for RDC. (a) H. J. & A. Wright Ltd., Great 
Missenden, £76,609. 

BEDS. —Following for CC: Aged persons’ 
home at Dunstable. (a) Tew Bros. (Luton) 
Ltd., Leighton-rd., Teddington, £53,074. Two 
gymnasiums, swimming pool and ancillary 
buildings at Bedford College of Physical 
Education. (a) Arthur Sanders Ltd., Rectory- 
rd., Rushden, £74,460. 

BRISTOL.—Erection of 187 flats and 94 
garages at Ashton Gate for TC. (a) John 
Laing & Son Ltd., London. 

CARLISLE.—Erection of proposed oy 
infants’ sch. for EC. City E is L. J. A. Stow. 
(a) John Twiname Ltd., Brigham, Cocker- 
mouth, Cumberland. 
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CHESTERFIELD.—Erection of 55 flats/ 
6 garages at Peveril estate for BC. (a) G. 
Wimpey & Co. Ltd., £86,988. 

CHESTER-LE-STREET.— Erection of 122 
houses at Ouston for RDC. Architect: F. 
Bowman, Estate Office, Birtley. (A) Whittal 
(Builders) Ltd., West Boldon, Co. Durham. 

CHORLEY.—Alterations to nurses’ accom- 
modation at Chorley & Dist. Hospital for 
Manchester Regional Hospital Bd. (a) J. W. 
Lee Ltd., £43,717. 

COVENTRY.—New signal box for BTC. 
(a) W. H. Jones & Sons Ltd., £36,000. New 
old people’s home at Quinton Park for City 
C. (A) D. Lynch of Coventry, £62,917. 

CREWE.—New factory for Simon Asker- 
man Ltd. (a) Production Engineering Ltd. 

DEVONPORT.—Erection of a county 
prim. sch. at Charlotte-st. for Plymouth City 
C. Architect: W. Roseveare, under the direc- 
tion of H. J. W. Stirling (City Architect). (a) 
A. N. Coles (Contractors) Ltd., Sutton-rd., 
Plymouth, £60,290. we 

DURHAM.—Erection of High Coniscliffe 
CE (controlled) sch. for EC. County A is 
G. W. Gelson. (A) W. Sanders Hutton Ltd., 
43 Coniscliffe-rd., Darlington, £24,064. 

EDMONTON.—Small two-storey factory 
block at Claverings industrial estate for BC. 
(A) Direct labour, £24,950. 

FYLDE.—Fixed price tenders for new 
council offices at Derby-rd., Wesham, 
Kirkham, for RDC. E&S is E. W. Fryer. 
(cp) R. Fielding & Son (Builders) Etd., 
Blackpool, £59,813. 

GATESHEAD.— Erection of shops and 
three-storey maisonettes at Aycliffe-ave., 
Wrekenton, for CBC. (a) Urban Construction 
Co. (Newcastle-upon-Tyne) Ltd., 38 Side, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 1, £38,520. 

LEEDS.—New reservoir at Thruscross for 
Corpn. (a) Holland & Hannen and Cubitts 
(Gt. Britain) Ltd., £1,104,750. 

LEEDS.—New offices at Gelderd-rd. for 
Schweppes (Home) Ltd. (a) Alfred Robinson 
(Bradford) Ltd. 

LONDON CC.—New electricity sub-station 
on the central island site at the Elephant 
and Castle road scheme. 


Leslie & Co., Ltd. ... a ... £78,204 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors) Ltd. ... 78,183 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd. a das 77,709 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd. 76,893 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. ... 76,306 
John Mowlem & Co., Ltd. ... 75,727 
(4) Poolman (Builders), Ltd. 75,063 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £72,422. 

LONDON CC.—Development of sites at 
Mount Clare and Downshire House, Wands- 
worth, for use of Garnett College, South- 
wark. The work will be carried out as two 
separate but concurrent contracts, one for 
the restoration and adaptation of the existing 
buildings and the other for the erection of 
the new buildings and outside works. 
Tenders for the restoration and adaptation 
work were invited from four specialist firms 
and four tenders were received as follows: 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd. ... . £60,582 


Marshall Andrew & Co., Ltd. 59,784 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts 

(Gt. Britain), Ltd. ids <<. * oe 
(a)W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd... 56,843 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £62,467. 

Tenders for the new building work were 
invited from twelve firms on the prescribed 
list and ten tenders were received as follows: 
J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd. .. ... £448,355 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. ... a ... 439,828 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. 438,274 


Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. ... Pas ... 436,183 
The Demolition & Construction 
Co., Ltd. 435,627 


W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd.... 435,623 


Leslie & Co., Ltd. ... ar 434,065 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd. 433,198 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd. 431,668 
(a) Rush & Tompkins, Ltd ... -.. 421,688 

Architect’s comparable estimate is 
£386,243. 


(cp) LONDON  (Admiralty).—Contracts 
over £4,000 in value: Hampshire: Internal 
painting; Abbott of Harrow Ltd., Southamp- 
ton. Kent: Road improvements; Bensted 
Contractors Ltd., Maidstone. 

(Gp) LONDON (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
to the value of £4,000 or over for week ended 
April 14: Building work: Scampton, Lincs.; 





Wm. Wright & Son (Lincoln) Ltd., Lincoln. 
Brize Norton, Oxon. and Greenham Com- 
mon, Berks.; Universal Highways Ltd., 
Staines, Middx. ATC units at sites in UK; 
Spooners (Hull) Ltd., Kingston-upon-Hull. 
Artificers’ work: Bruntingthorpe, Warks.; 
Frank Hickman & Co. Ltd., Market Har- 
borough. Bicester, Oxon., etc.; Lewis & 
Watters Ltd., Leamington Spa. Painting 
work: Biggin Hill, Kent, etc.; P. J. Hartel 
(London) Ltd., Montague-st., London, WC1l. 
Heating Installations: Kinloss, Morayshire; 
G. N. Haden & Sons Ltd., Princes-st., Aber- 
deen. Coltishall, Norfolk; G. N. Haden & 
Sons Ltd., Tavistock-sq., London, WCl. 
Wattisham, Suffolk; Walter Cowen Ltd., 
London, W14. HPHW heating installation: 
Middleton St. George, Co. Durham; Walter 
Cowen Ltd., London, W14. Oil-fired HPHW 
heating installation: Leconfield, Yorks.; 
Walter Cowen Ltd., London, W14. Supply 
& installation of air conditioning plant: 
Steamer Point, Aden; Brightside Heating & 
Engineering Co. Ltd., Vincent-sq., London, 
SW1. Preparation & maintenance of land: 
Air Ministry, Directorate General of Works, 
HQ No. 6 works area, Rose Duryard, Argyll- 
rd., Exeter, 7. (Group 1) includes St. 
Mawgan, Cornwall, etc.; Jack Branch (Air- 
fields) Ltd., Waterbeach, Cambs. (Group 2) 
includes Locking, Somerset, etc.; W. L. Bell, 
Bridgwater, Somerset. (Groups 3 and 5) 
includes stations in Wilts., etc.; J. V. Strong 
& Co. Ltd., Stanton St. Bernard, Marl- 
borough, Wilts. (Group 4) includes stations 
in Wilts. & Hants., etc.; G. O. & W. L. Watts 
(Grazeley) Contractors Ltd., Calcot, Berks. 
Air Ministry Directorate General of Works, 
HQ No. 8 works area, Block ‘ D,’ Brooklands- 
ave., Cambridge. (Group 4) includes stations 
in Cambridgeshire, etc.; Jack Branch (Air- 
fields) Ltd., Waterbeach, Cambs. Supply & 
installation of decompression chamber plant: 
Farnborough, Hants.; John Brown (S.E.N.D.) 
Ltd., 20 Eastbourne-terr., London, W2. 
Supply & installation of diesel generating 
sets: Khormaksar, Aden; The English Elec- 
tric Co. Ltd., Rugby. Electrical installations 
(internal wiring): Air Ministry, Directorate 
General of Works, HQ No. 4 works area, 
Underclyff-hse., London-rd., Warrington, 
Lancs. (RAF Stations, etc. in area); Williams 
Bros. (Electrical) Ltd., Wolverhampton. 


(cp) LONDON (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
to the value of £4,000 or over for weeks 
ended March 31 and April 7: Building work: 
High Wycombe, Bucks.; Francis Jackson 
(Contractors) Ltd., Ickenham, Middx. Halton, 
Bucks.; Stanley Hugh Leach Ltd., Hayes, 
Middx. Lyneham, Wilts.; Downing Rudman 
& Bent Ltd., Chippenham, Wilts. Benson, 
Oxon., and Abingdon, Berks.; F. R. Hipper- 
son & Son Ltd., Dagenham, Essex. Bally- 
kelly, Limavady, Co. Londonderry, N. Ire- 
land; J. Kennedy & Co. (Contractors) Ltd., 
Coleraine, N. Ireland. Halton, Bucks.; J. M. 
Hill & Sons Ltd., Wembley, Middx. Halton, 
Bucks.; Jesse Mead Ltd., Chesham, Bucks. 
London (Heath Row Airport); Sir Lindsay 
Parkinson & Co. Ltd., London, SEl. Pem- 
brokeshire; George Argent & Co. Ltd., 
South-rd., Pembroke, Pembs. Buchan, Aber- 
deenshire; Donald C. Stewart, Bridge of Don, 
Aberdeen. Finningley, Yorks.; Charles R. 
Price, Doncaster. Brampton Park, Hunts.; 
A. J. G. Potter & Sons Ltd., Wellingborough. 
Medmenham, Bucks.; Janes (Builders) Ltd., 
Slough, Bucks. Honington, Suffolk; Fitz- 
patrick & Son (Contractors) Ltd., London, 
E3. Akrotiri, Cyprus; Taylor Woodrow 
(Overseas) Ltd., London, W5. Artificers’ 
work: Kirknewton, Midlothian, Scotland; 
Brown Fraser & Co. Ltd., Shawlands, Glas- 
gow, Sl. High pressure hot water heating 
services: Scampton, Lincs.; The Norris 
Warming Co. Ltd., London, WCl. Leuchars, 
Fifeshire; G. N. Haden & Sons Ltd., Glasgow, 
C2. Electrical installations: Air Ministry, 
Directorate General of Works, Headquarters 
No. 7 Works Area, The Grove, Falmouth- 
ave., Newmarket, Suffolk; London Electricity 
Bd., London, SW3. Internal wiring work: 
Headquarters, No. 1 Works Area, St. Vin- 
cents, Grantham, Lincs.; Williams Bros. 
(Electrical) Ltd., Wolverhampton. Head- 
quarters, No. 2 Works Area, Angusfield-hse., 
Queens-rd., Aberdeen; Claud Hamilton 
(Aberdeen) Electrical Ltd., Aberdeen. Head- 
quarters, No. 8 Works Area, Block ‘D,’ 
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Brooklands-ave., Cambridge; London Elec- 
tricity Bd., London, SW3. Headquarters, 
No. 9 Works Area, Carrick House, Lypiatt- 
rd., Cheltenham, Glos.; Duncan Watson 
(Electrical Engineers) Ltd., London, EC2. 
Headquarters, No. 10 Works Area, Ickenham- 
rd., Ruislip, Middx.; Johnson Pearce & Co. 
Ltd., London, NW6. Chief Engineer, London 
Airport (North), Hounslow, Middx.; Elec- 
trical Installations Ltd., London, SWI1. 
Headquarters, No. 3 Works Area, ‘ Shelley,’ 
Acomb-rd., York.; Holliday (Eastern) Ltd., 
Ipswich. Headquarters, No. 4 Works Area, 
Underclyff House, London-rd., Appleton, 
Warrington, Lancs.; B. French Ltd., Belfast. 
Headquarters, No. 5 Works Area, Shippon, 
Abingdon, Berks.; Duncan Watson (Elec- 
trical Engineers) Ltd., London, EC2. Head- 
quarters, No. 6 Works Area, ‘ Rose Duryard,’ 
Argyll-rd., Exeter 7; Southern Electricity Bd., 
Maidenhead, Berks. Headquarters, No. 
Works Area, ‘Rose Duryard,’ Argyll-rd., 
Exeter 7; South Western Electricity Bd., 
Bristol. 

(GD) LONDON (British Railways).—New 
London Midland contracts: Tarspraying and 
roads repair programme in the Lancaster and 
Blackburn districts for 1961; Northern 
Taroads Ltd., Kendall. Repairs to roofs of 
fruit shed and paper shed at Curzon-st. goods 
depot, Birmingham; J. Rata & Co. Ltd., 
Willesden, London, NW2. Tarspraying and 
roads repair programme in the Walsall and 
London districts for 1961; Taroads Ltd., Old 
Bailey, London, EC4. Heating, cold water 
and ventilation at diesel servicing shed in 
new marshalling yard, Carlisle; Rowells 
(1924) Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Platform 
resurfacing at Mossley Hill, Allerton and 
Ditton Junction stations; Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt Co. (North Western) Ltd., Liverpool. 
Improvements to booking offices and plat- 
form buildings at Willesden new line station; 
Ratcliffe & Ratcliffe Ltd., London, W8. Tar- 
spraying and roads repair programme in the 
Derby North district for 1961; Constable, 
Hart & Co. Ltd., Richmond, Surrey. 

(GD) LONDON (British Railways).—Con- 
tracts placed by Eastern Region: Construc- 
tion of two-storey building for technical 
departments on south side of Salisbury-ave., 
Barking; Herbert Richardson & Son Ltd., 
Herbert-hse., Slade Green, Erith, Kent. Pro- 
vision of carriage cleaners’ accommodation 
at Yarmouth Vauxhall station; R. G. Carter 
Ltd., Drayton, Norwich. Extension of Up 
platform, construction of curtain wall, demo- 
lition of redundant structures and ancillary 
works at Stepney East station; W. & C. 
French Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. Demoli- 
tion of warehouse, alterations to existing 
accommodation to provide an office and 
construction of sack store at Gainsborough 
Central station; The Demolition & Construc- 
— Co., Ltd., 3 St. James’s-sq., London, 


(GD) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended April 1: Aberdeenshire: 
Demolition of existing buildings and erec- 
tion of a telephone engineering centre at 
Froghall-ter., Aberdeen; W. J. Brown (A’den) 
Ltd., building contractors, 43 Jute-st., Aber- 
deen: Cheshire: Erection of a new auto- 
matic telephone exchange at Post Office, 
Green-st., Knutsford; L. Brown & Son Ltd., 
builders, Wilmslow. Extension to automatic 
telephone exchange at Post Office, Rake-la., 
New Brighton, Wallasey; John McGeoch & 
Sons Ltd., Arbour-la., Kirkby industrial 
estate, Kirkby, Liverpool, I.ancs. Devons 
Modernisation of Head Post Office, Torquay; 
Thos. Vanstone & Sons Ltd., 240 Union-st., 
Torquay. Dorsetshire: Alterations and addi- 
tions to Post Office Engineering depot, Sterte- 
ave., Poole; Jenkins & Sons Ltd., 45 Holden- 
hurst-rd., Bournemouth, Hants. Fifeshire: 
Demolition of existing buildings and erection - 
of a telephone exchange at Canmore-st., 
Dunfermline; Alex Fraser Ltd., Millie-st., 
Kirkcaldy. Lancashire: Erection of a tele- 
phone exchange at Post Office, Walney 
Island; John Leck & Son (Barrow) Ltd., Iron- 
works-rd., Barrow-in-Furness. Alterations 
and extensions to automatic telephone 
exchange at Post Office, North Limekiln-la., 
Liverpool; Worthingtons (Contracts) Ltd., 81 
Shaw-st., Liverpool. Erection of a telephone 
exchange at Droylsden, nr. Manchester; 
Moston Brick & Building Co. Ltd., Kenyon- 
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la., Moston, Manchester 10. London: Adap- 
tations to Cleland House, Page-st., SW1; 
Walker Clinging & Co., 16 Perry-hill, Cat- 
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ford, SE6. Internal office decorations at 
13-16 and 23-27 Brooke-st., ECl; South 
London Decorators Ltd., 9 Streatham High- 
rd., SW16. ° Midlothian: Alterations and 
extensions to plant pathology buildings, East 
Craigs, Corstorphine, Edinburgh; G. & R. 
Cousin, 24 Hill-st., Edinburgh 2. Perthshire: 
Erection of a motor transport workshop at 
Atholl-rd., Pitlochry; A. B. Kennedy & Son, 
34 Atholl-rd., Pitlochry. Surrey: Conversion 
of director’s residence at veterinary research 
laboratory, Weybridge; R. J. Stroud Ltd., 59 
Liberty-la., Addlestone. Warwickshire: 
Extensions to automatic telephone exchange 
at Post Office, Ladywood-rd., Edgbaston, 
Birmingham; Jenkins (Builders) Ltd., 8 
George-st., Balsall Heath, Birmingham. York- 
shire: Erection of head post office at Mickle- 
gate, Selby; F. Shepherd & Son Ltd., Blue 
Bridge-la., York. 

(cp) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended April 8: Dumfriesshire: 
Erection of head Post Office at King-st., 
Dumfries; Border Engineering Contractors 
Ltd., Coach-rd., Whitehaven, Cumberland. 
Durham: Erection of radio station at Post 
Office, Pontop Pike, Dipton; Robert Gallacher 
Ltd., Laburnum-ave., Blackhill, Consett. 
Hampshire: Replacement of lift at offices, 
Richmond Hill, Bournemouth; Evans Lifts 
Ltd., Abbey-la., Leicester. Conversion to oil 
firing at apprentices’ hostel, Ministry of 
Aviation, Farnborough; Brightside Heating 
& Engineering Co. Ltd., Anson-rd., Milton, 
Portsmouth. London: Installation of boiler 
plant at Cornwall House, Stamford-st., SE1; 
Frederick Kay (Engrs.) Ltd., Chesham, Buck- 
inghamshire. Erection of goods lift at 
Government Chemist’s Laboratory, Cornwall 
House, SEl; Aldous & Campbell Ltd., 102 
Gt. Dover-st., SEl. Additional work to 
development scheme, Whitehall; Simmons & 
Hawker Ltd., North Feltham trading estate, 
Feltham, Middx. Shropshire: Erection of a 
workshop and engineering centre at Post 
Office, Oswestry; W. Watkins & Co. Ltd., 18 
Oswald-rd., Oswestry. 

LUTON.—Erection of an_ eight-storey 
office, shop and office block at New Bedford- 
rd./Alma-st. for Norwich Union Insurance 
Societies. Howell & Brooks, architects. (A) 
Tersons Ltd., £4m. 

MAIDSTONE.—Erection of 12 ‘ Home- 
ville’ flats, bungalows and communal room 
at Church-st. for BC. (a) P. A. Barden & 
Son Ltd., Maidstone. 

MITCHAM.—Conversion of ‘ Little Glebe- 
lands’ at Love-la. for aged persons’ flats for 
BC. (a) H. C. Smith (Builders) Ltd., 7 
Balham-grove, London, SW12, £23,973. 

NEW SARUM.—Block of 20 maisonettes 
at Bishopdown estate for City C. (aA) John 
Prichard Ltd., 42-44 Salt-la., Salisbury, Wilts., 
£46,731. 

NOTTS.—Civil engineering work for new 
West Burton Power Station for Central 
Electricity Generating Bd. Merz & McLellan, 
constg. engrs. (A) Mitchell Construction Co. 
Ltd., £1,300,000. 

NOTTINGHAM.—New building at Angel 
Row for Stead & Simpson Ltd. (a) Henry 
James (Mansfield) Ltd. 

READING.—Additional unit at Borocourt 
Hospital for the Oxford Regional Hospital 
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Bd. (a) Francis Bros. (Builders) Ltd., 11 
Armour-rd., Reading. 

ST. MARYLEBONE.—Extensions to head- 
quarters of the National Cash Register Co., 
Marylebone-rd., NW1. Architects: J. Stanley 
Beard, Bennett & Wilkins, London, Wl. (A) 
Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, £350,000. 

SELLAFIELD (Cumberland).—Erection of 
seven-storey office block at Windscale-wks. 
for UK Atomic Energy Auth. (a) John 
Laing Construction Ltd., Dalston-rd., Car- 
lisle. 

SHREWSBURY.—Training School/nurses’ 
accommodation at Shelton Hospital for 
Birmingham Reg. Hospital Bd. (a) T. G. 
Construction Co. Ltd., Wolverhampton. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT.—Extensions to county 
sec. sch. at Burnwood for TC. (A) Naylor & 
Nutt, Tunstall, £34,579. 

STRETFORD.—Following for BC: Three 
blocks of 12 flats at Winchester-rd. (A) 
Rowlinson Constructions Ltd., £20,815. 
Erection of 38 flats/4 bungalows/warden’s 
accommodation/communal facilities for old 
people at Lostock Court. (aA) Rowlinson 
Constructions Ltd., £83,241. 

SUNDERLAND.—Erection of RC sec. sch. 
(450 pupils) at Redcar-rd., Southwick. 
Architect: D. Brown, 10 Lambton-rd., Jes- 
mond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. (a) Gordon 
Durham & Co. Ltd., Moor-la., Boldon, Co. 
Durham. 

WAKEFIELD.—Extensions to factory for 
Wakefield Shirt Co. Ltd. (a) Horis Stringer 


Ltd. 

WANTAGE.—Erection of 32 houses for 
RDC. (a) J. P. Barrett & Sons, West Hanney, 
Wantage, £60,214. 

WELLINGTON (Salop).—Two storage silos 
at Allscott for British Sugar Corporation. 
(A) John Laing & Son Ltd., London. 

WELLINGTON.—Erection of 264 dwell- 
ings (two separate contracts) at Oakengates- 
rd., Donniugton, and Hadley Vallens, 
Hadley, for RDC. Architects: James Hick- 
man & Sons. (A) Lewis Bros. (Wednesfield) 
Ltd., £227,675 and £180,839. 

WIDNES.—Fixed price tenders for second 
stage of Bankfield county sec. sch. for BC. 
Boro’ A is H. Nevile Player. Quantities by 
Gornall, Wainwright, of St. Helens. (A) 
Direct labour. 
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REINFORCED PRECAST 


CONCRETE 


FENCING 


Ideal for all boundary fences, industry, schools, parks and private houses 
—consists of reinforced concrete panels approximately 5’ long by 12” deep, 
slotted into attractive reinforced vibrated concrete posts. Ornamental top 
panels available. No maintenance required . . . lasts a lifetime. 








... and the 7 
PARK RANGE 
of 
GARAGES 


Specially designed for sites where 
it is necessary for roof to slope 

















from rear to front. Any number of units can be provided. 
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